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EUROPEAN ARMIES.

Bracxwoop for Aprillast has an article on
tho European army organizations, from
which we compile a statement of the srmy
forco of England, France, Prussin and Aus.
trin—a statement that will not prove unin.
teresting at tho prosent time, when thore is
such ap abundance of rumors of war, and an
almost, uaprecedented rosilessnuss perva.
ding the continent of Europe.

Commeucing with Great Britain, the popu-
Iation of which is about 30,000,000, we find

her army divided as follows:
At HOME. L onoieeerine iannnsenn..92000
Inthe Colomies......cvvuenvses....34,000

. 126,000
Besides the abovo force, she has a regular
reserve force, which according to thelast
returns is:~ :
First army reserve, (for genoral
BOIVICO), . coegeedenrocnnnnson-en000
Second army resorve (pensioners

&o., for:home B6rvice). .eveee-.. 23,000
gntrainedlrish Militia, o .o venennenn. ﬁ:%
Volmiteprs......... caereeeenenn]70,000

232,000

In addition to the foregoing forco of 358,-
000 men, Great Britain has 62,000 regular
soldiers 1n India.. -

Wo next turn to Frzmczzi with a population
of 37,500,000, and we find her army estima-
i%i u?follows:—" .bodied

gular symy embodied..........
First Reserve toregular army 1
Second do....ccvienieiiananns .
Garde Nationale, mobile, eereeeenen

Prussia has & population of about. 30,000,
%Oogxﬁﬁ;l her army ig] ]estimaﬁed ati—
e army, actually in the
ranke.. . + +0r-+300,000

cecvbocsscccnasaceoe

Reserve to the reg.ul'ar army........ 350,000
Landwehr. .. eeeeeeen..-370,000

1,020,000
Austris, with a population of 36,006,000,
has the following armed force :—
Regular army embodied... ....... .255,000
Frontier troops..........coineiaens 52,000
Reservetoregulararmy............ 545,000
Landwehr. ....covennnnnnn oo eeenna200,
1,052,000

We give the following annual cost of main-
taining these armed forces :—

England......oennnnennennn..$71,000,000
Prussia. . ... teseenrareaaeeaan ..48,000,

AUSHIA. it iiiie i 41,000,000

Although numerically, the force of Great
Britain is the smallest, yet the fighting power
of the soldiers, man for man, is superior to
the troops of any of the other powers, and
history proves her signal victories with great
odds of numbers against her.

RURAL LIFE IN BENGAL.

A bit of Indian history, which throws light
on the present state of rural life in Bengal,
comses tous from Semmgor& the well-known
station a few miles above Caloutts. Six
wealthy zemindars were charged before Mr.
Ryland, tho magistrate, with oppression to
wards a small landowrer and 3yob in their
village, named Halimndin Shaik. The ryot
had azmall piece of Iandto.sellin another
village, and the chief zemindar wished to
buy it. But he spoke too late—it was al-

roady sold; and then the zemindar was
dotormined to soize it without furthur par-
loy. Ho and his labourers went to tho
ryot's huls, bound ono of his velatives to a
troe outsido as a caution to the neighbours
not to intorforo, and at once procoeded to
carry off evorything the poor man possossed.
Tho cattle were driven oft, the brass pots
and other indispensablo articles of the native
kitchon taken away. Somo money and
E;zpors were also stolen. All this was open-

done, and two of the zomindars were pre-
sent on tho scene, while the others looked
on from their houses hard by. Mr. Ryland
commited the defendants on a charge of
dacoity, and they wars brought to trial.
But the native police did all in their power
to suppress or mutilate the evidence, and
the jury acquitted the defendants, although
the judge summed for a corviction. Mr,
Ryland said in his memorandum, ¢ The
difficulty of getting any independent ovi-
dence at all ia such a caso can only be ap-
preciated by these who have experience of
the terror execised by an unsorupulous
landlord in the Mofusdil, and upon which
together with a corrupt police, the offenders
in this case doubtless trusted for impunity."
1t is quito evident that tho laws havenot
yot put anend tothe relentless tyranny
over the tenant which was the rulein native
life until our appearance n the country.—
Pall Mall Gazette.

THE FORTIFICATION SCHEME.

The report of the commiitesappointed in
April last year to inquire into the construc-
tion, condition, and cost of the fortifications

000} erected, or in course of erection, was issued

yesterday. Thework reported on are those
at Portsmouth, including the Isle of Wight,
and Spithead, Plymouth, Portland, Pera.
broke, Dover, Chatham and the Medway,
and Cotk. ‘The committee express an op-
inion that the works have been constructed
with a due regard to the conditions ne.
cessary $o secure their suitability and per-
manency; that the failures and mistakes
have been much fewer and of less importance
than might have been anticipated ; and that
in the costly changes which have been rend-
ered necessary by the great advance in the
power of rifled artillery great skill has been
thown in adapting the ariginal design of the
wor . to the altered circumstances of the
times., The incresse of cost, the committee
state, is very great, and £1,091,337 more
than the loan of £6,86,8000 sanctioned by
Parliement in 1862 will be required. part
of this increase being due to the additional
strength proposed to be given to ironstruc-
tures, Since 1867 the sum expended under

000 | the loan to 3uith of June last amounted to

£3, 378,970 for works and £1,239, 868 for
land and incidental expenses—makng a
total of £5,117,838. Tho total amount re-
quired to complete the works is estimat.
ed at £2,832,599, and the excess in the
estimato of the Fortitication Act of 1897
will bo £481,4317. .

THE MONCRIEFF GUN,

k3 ——

At the last meeting of the Royal Institu.
tion Captain Moucrieff explained his system
of artillery to be based on the following
principles :—*‘ Instead,” he said, “of trying
to meet force by force, I mako my gun
bow to the incvitable conditions which
science has imposed ; and, instead of wasting
energy, money, and skill inattempts to raise
a buttress against the newartillery, I employ
the hitherto destructive force of recoil to
recoil to lower the guns below the natural

surface of the ground, where thoy can be
loadod and worked in security and comfort;
and at tho same time [ have mado that des
tructive force somuch my servant that]
compel it, at my pleasure, to raiso tho gup
again into the fighting position whenever
is required. In 1855, while watching the
intoresting operations boforo Sebastopo,
and cndeavouring as woll as I could to yp-
derstand the conditions under which the
siego artillery was used, I conceived the \dea
which is now realized. 1t was then that|
gaw tho valuo of ecarth, and the importance
of simple expedients. It was plain that the
wonk point of & battery was tho ambrasure,
forming as it did a mark to fire at, an open
ing to admit the enemy’sshot, and requinng
constant ropair, even from tho effacts of its
ouwn gun, which in firing injured tho revet.
ments with which the checks are formed,
I also came to & conclusion in my own mind
that a remedy for some of theso defects
could bo devised. The real difficulty of the
thing arose frome tho necessity of providing
for the cnormous strain of tho recoil. At
last I hit on & simplo principle that would
meet this difficulty ‘o advantuge, the inter
position of a moving fulecrum between the
gun and the platform—then I knew the
problem could ﬁe solved.” ‘The points con.
sidered in Captain Mancrieff*s plan are the
mechanical principle of the gun carriage,
the internal and tho external forms of bat
teries, and the selection ofthe ground on
which batteries should be placed.

A NAVAL LEAVE TAKING.

On Sunday the 24 inst., after tho celebra
tion of Divineservice on board H.M, Reverw
ing Ship Hibernia, at Malta, tho officersand
crew of the flgaship Caledonia were address-
ed by Iord Clarence Paget, whose period of
service as Commodore of the Mediterranesn
Fleet has expired. His Lordship said.—
“My i~ds it _is due to Captain Gardner, Com-
mander Codrington, and your officers gener
ally, that I should state to youmy p’2asure
at being able to declare that this shipisin
the highest state of discipline and efficiency.
To the ~00d example shown by all the off
cers of the Caledonia this effect is due. Two
years ago when I joined the ship I had res
son to form great expectations of your con
duct and these have been fulfilled. Iam
anxious this should continue to beso. You
are about to be paid off —to return to your
homes—to be dispersed about the world:
but I do entreat you for the short time you
are together keep up your disipline, preserve
that bright character which you have won.
The ships here have heard of it. The Ad-
miralty at home have heard of it. Whatis
the test of the state of discipline of a ship'
company ? It ig the record book. There
cord book of the Caledonia contusins, com
paratively speaking, so very few enteries of
crimes that it affords a romarkable contrast
o many other ships mn the navy. Thisis
greatly to your credit, and I cannot feel it
in my heart to part with you without telling
youof it. Now we are about topart. It
cannot be that men who have lived solong
together caiu separate without some degres
of feeling. That feeling isshown for most
part among ourselves %y cheering. Nowl
recolluct when an officer—a very distn
guished officer, whom you know (Captan
Hopkins)—1left his ship on promotion, he
assembled theship's company and told them
he had no doubt they had the same good
feeling for him as holLad for them, andhe
was afraid thoy were going to cheer him;
but, said he—* If you do, paople will say you
cheer becauso you are gin.d.to gsat rid of we.




