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Forms of Sabbath Desecration Prevalent.

The marked feature of our age is unresting activity. The raco
hives intensely.  To keep pace with current cvents a man must
know almost intuitively  must think sviftly wust act promptly,
clae lio will soon ho written a laguard, and be varly ontdistanced
in the keen competition that provails in eversthing and on every
haud.  UHenco ns men make haste to win wealth theee 1 a powerful
inducement to sacritice tho intereats of othera- nnd «ven their own
beat interests—In geatifysug thisambition.  Perbape in nodirection
in thia wore keenly felt than in the insatinble greed that seizes somo
to get geld - to secure it at any cost—to gain it at any sacritice,

1t way fairly bo questioned, 1 think, whether ever thero was a
period in the world's histors  when this characteristic held auch
donnnant sway over tho muds of men a8 st docs 1n the present
day.  Against this spirit of our age, tlus temper of our time, the
Church of God is soletmnly Lound to lift up her clarion voice.  And
this for two reasvns.  Becnuso tiestly . She is commissioned to rafe-
guard an every pussiblo way thie best interests of men, and secondly,
Sho 18 jealously to conserve the honor awd glory of Gud.  That both
these nro pertlled by men yielding to this spirit of the age hardly
needs proof.

On the one hand the tenston and strain to which the human
fratue 1s subjected, 1n ths ceaxcless rush and nervous nction of
mindd and body, will aceount for the number of Jamentable suicides
that continuaily shock awicty, It well explains the sudden break
up atd death, of 5ot i few overwrought aml overstramed business
aud professionnl men.  Here ulso 18 to be found one nt least of the
motises that prompt men to violate the Sabbatic law of a seventh
days rest after asix days tol, the greed of gain impelling its
devotee to rob God of His reacrved geventh, and hunself of abso-
lutely necessary relaxation.

With folly that is te and impradence that is both
perilous and short.sightad, man, in lis ignorance and stupidity,
would first violate, then gnore, then defy and finally recast tho
divine law.

During the Iegn of Terror in France God's seventh day was
abrogated and o tenth day Sunday substiteted.  Fhe result only
demonstratad afresh the folly of man aud the wisdom of God,

Having made man for His own glory the Lord made the Sabbath
and ordained 1t for man s good, making it mimister to hus essential
need, physical, mental, moral and spiritual,  As the key is suited
to thu works of its lock, 8o the rest day of God fits mto the very
constaitution of man's being, and opens the door that floads it with
blessing.

Sightly, thercfore, and rightcously the Church is obligated to
conacrve for the raco this most precious boon, a God given Sabbaths
to guard with a holy jenlousy agaiust any and every wfnngement
of its halloned privileges, and to preservo the day m the integnty
of tho divine intent.

To the Chrisuan Church as tho custodian of God s sacred
oracles, and to the Christian State as the divinely ondained instru.
ment for preserving the social, civil and national liberties of His
people, God has entrusted the respousibility of mnintaining inviolate
a soventh part of our tume for reverent acts of divine worship, to
both equally the command being given :—** Remember the Sabhath
day to keepit holy.”"  Inthe carrying out of this command, the
Lord has been gracioualy pleased so to interweave intcrests with
us that while, on the onc hand, we arc thereby promoting His
glory, we are on the other subserving our own hest interesta both
temporal and spiritual.

New itisnot aflirming too much to say that both Church and
State hiave been and are grievously remiss in the discharge of their
obligations to this divinc commanid, and there has been assigned to
me to-day tho uncnwiablo duty of bringing a grave indictinent
against the Chritian Church, against Chrstian socicly, and
aganst the Chnistian Statem this regard.

1 address mysclf therefore to the duty of noting in the first
place.

1. Somu of the forms of Sabbath Descuratian that prevasl seithin
the Church itself,

Under this heading 1 would name and witha deep senso of
humiliation—

(1) Star preaching and star singing in the Lord’s iouso on the
lords's day. To invite from a distance a preacher of brilliant
talents and addaing o the attmcuion a leading soprane of Ingh
culture, thereby drawing together a crowded audience for the
purgose of cacitement and money makng to the detriment of
neighboring congregations, is surely a profaning of tho Sabbath,
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and can searcely bo too aoverely characterized.  Onc of our Preaby-
terics, in referring to this all too prevalent form of Sabbath dexo-
ciution, justly resmarka: “if it issinful per s for railway companies
to mnke moucy o tho Sabbath, then it is worse to put up tho
Gospel for aale on Bunday and to make money out of the service of
sucred song.”

(2) So called savred Sunday concerts.—Whether the object be to
gratfy the asthetic taste, or to add to tho church revenues, or
to futluence non-church gocrs to attend tho means of grace, these
can surely tend only in o greater or less degree to degradv (iod's
duy and destroy the sanctity of the Sabbath.

(3) Church parades on Sabbath. —'Theso are usually held, though
not alwaya so, in tho afternoon, when our Sabbath schools are
or ought to bein scasion.  Heing duly advertised, the routo of
march is usually crowded with thousauds of spectators—while the
band discourses spicited, and maybo sacred music—the pageant
the diaplay, the excitement, all combine to divort the attention of
both old and young within measureable distance of tho line of
mnrch, from the solemnity and sacredncss of the Sabbath. It is
much to bo feared that the possblo good accrmng from such
service for our militie, of whom weare justly proud, is purchased
at too high a price.

) Sabbath afternven svcial teas.— A tmost insidious and de-
morahzing Brm of Xabbath desccrntion this 18 that 18 finding its
way mto not o few professedly Christian } The teleph is
called into liberal requisition to convene the fmpromptu party, if
1t has not been previvusly arranged for, and then not a few of thoso
who live spent & most sccular Sabbath afternoon, quict their
conscience by driving together in the evening to some popular
placo of worship in the neighborhood,

(% Sabbath funcrals and Sabbath tisiting, — Happily theso forms
of Sabbath desccration are conflued largely to rural districts,
though sometimes practiced in the more populons centres, in all
cascs to tho injury of the regular service of Giod’s house, to the
great discomfort and inccnvenience of many Christian homes, and
to robbing tho Sabbath of its sanclity.

(6) Church business meetings o Sabbath.—In cascs not n few
scssions aro called together.  Sabbath school teachers meet, com.
mittees of Y.P.8. of C,E., missionary or other committees convene
for tho transaction of busincss on the Sabbath that in alimost all
cases should be relegated toa week day, the Church being bound
to teach by her example that she holds the day in decpest
reverence, should sc- to it that her example in this regard is not
made & stumblingblock to others.

1L, Swine forms of Subbath Desccration that prezail in the Christ-
1an Community —perhaps not 8o directly under the control of the
chureh.

thy Secalar veading on Sabbath in Chrastian homes,— Very attrac
tive Satunday-Sunday cditions of our leading daily journals are
regularly issucd by a sclf-intcrested press.  As works of art they
arc to be admired, as budgeta of information they may be prized,
but for Xablath reading no devont Christian parent should peruse
them himself or allow them to be placed within the reach of the
members of his houschold on the Lord's day. Very decisivois
this incidious mcthod of cultivating the taste and paving the way
for the Sunday newspaper for which already thereis such a demand
m some quarters.  How anxiously we strive to guard the bodies of
our childred from the infection of ~ertain virulent discases. Ought
we to be less anxious to guard their souls from a atill worse
infection ?

(2) Euncroachments on the Sabbath.—These ocenrs when the
toilers of tho week conduct thair business to such late hours on the
Saturday night as that the hours of the Sabbath are invaded.
When the outings of the Saturday so exhaust the pleasure scckors
physically as that they must needs scek bodily rest in their homes
on the Sabbath. When Christinn men habitually sctout from
their Lomes on journeys of cither business or pleasurc on Sabbath
evening and mako choico of tho Naturday night to retorn, and so
rob God of tho carly hours of His day and unfit themselves for tho
ranctuary. I havooften felt in this conncction that tho command
** Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy ” is honored in the
breach by our politicians in going and returning from their parlia.
mentary duties.

(3) Saturday “evning partics.—~Whether these partics bo for
dancing, for card-playing, or for whatever purposo convened, they
atc usually arranged with the delibernto antent of taking from the
hours of God's day timo that they think they cannot afford from
their own business, or daro not take from that of their employer.

{To be Continued.)




