360
. Canadian Pulpif.

No. 21.
The Lord's Supper.
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Ti1.XT —Exodus xii. 28, 27. ““Aund it ahall como to pass when your
chilren shall say unto you, what mesn ye by this servicat that Ke
shall say, it is tho sacrilico of the Lorl's Passover, who passal over tho
houses of the childron of Isracl, when ho smoto the Egyptians, and
dolivered our houses.” 1. Corinthians xi: 25, 20: *“ This do *

* % {n remewnbranco of Ma. For asoften as yo eat this bread, and
drink this cup, yo @» show the Lonl's death till Ho come.”

Jesus clovatod the passover ints tho Lord's Suppor, tho central
truth of the Christisn religion, a1 the bond of union in the Church
of Gol.  But this sscramont which ought to havo united the Church
lias through man’s weakness divided it. So many doplorable supor-
stitlons surround the supper that its original dosi{;n is in some scctions
of the Church almost entirely overlooked. My ohject this morsing is
not to controvert the conflicting of exegesis of this portion of theWord,
but tc givo an exposition of the ordinance as I uuderstand it in the
light of the Gospel, removing as much as passible of the rubbish which
aucln; eighteen conturies gathered around this the grandest memorial
mounumont ever crocted, erected by the Master himsell, to commemnor-
ato hus owndesth, the death of tho Son of God.

Tho Feast of the Pazsover was tho most intoresting ceremony in the
Mossis ritual, bocause it indicated a separation of tho Israclites from
tho Egyptisns, and as a nation thoir consecration to God. The Pass.
ovor was to commemnorato tho deliverance of tho Israclites from Exy? .
yot it was inatituted before tho Exodus, just as the Lond's Supper wasin-
stituted beforo the death of Chirist, although it
was to commemerate that event.  When God
was about to sond His angel to slay tho first.
bora of tho Egyptians, because Pharoal refused
to let tho peoplo go, Moses warned tho Israel.
ites, and commsnded them in order to esca
the doom of their oppressors, to slay a lamb,
and to sprinklo tho blood on the door post,
and having roasted the flesh to eat it with
unleavoned bread and bitter herbs. During
the night every house not marked by tho
Vlood was visited by death, and in the morn.
ing thero was a wail throughout theland of
Egypt, and the lsraclites marched out without
striking a blow, for the Lord was their de-
liverer. Whon the Temple sorvices wero cstab-
lished the modo of observing the Passover was
somowhat changed. After the slaving of the
lawb at the Temple, and the sprinkling of the
blood on the altar, the offerer took the Qesh
to his abode, and thero ato it with his family,
or his triends. Each group, as they mot in
sacred commumon to celebrate tho Passover,
had its own peculiar history. Rich and poor
relatives et around tho table, disdain and
onvy being laid asido through consciousness of
their being brothren. /s you luok at avother
group you see bercavement on every brow, for
sotne of the seats occupied the year beforo are
ompty, and_somo of tho lips which then
lovingly addressod them are now silent in
desth, ~ As thoy eat tho Passover, all causes
of estrangement ar. ! anished from thoirminds,
and thoir hearts beat un sym -athiowilh cach other through realiang
that they are brethron in the Lord, being God’s closen people, a
reople whom God st free from bondage by the almighty power of
}{is graco  Ono of the most interesting groups that over et to
colebrate the Passaver was Jesus and His disciples.- It was the
lastand tho greatest of all tho passovers.  As wo enter tho reom where
thev are assombled wo hear words indicating great changes which
are about to take place in the Church of God. Harkl < As thoy
wore eating Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, aod gave it
to the disciples, and said, take eat; this is My body. And He took
the cup, and gave thanks, and g;vo it to thom, saying, drink yo all of
it ; for thisis My Llood of tho New Testament, which is shed for many
for the remissiou of #ins.” 'Tho clements wero not changed ‘in thoir
nature, for tho bread and wine being embloms wero bread and iine
before the supper, and they wore nothing more, ot nothing less at the
supper than bread and wine, for thoy were symbols, and their valve
dopended not on any material or spiritual change in them, but on
their significance. Lo

The timo at which tha Lord’s Supper was instituted seems
strange. It was while the Pastover was being observed, and beforo
the crucifixion, although commemorative of it ; and whilo tho Mosaic
economy stood, although it must be classed as one of tho constituents
of the Gospel cuspensation. Tho reason for this can only be conjec-
tured, as tho Word is silent. By instituting tho Supper then, Jesus
showed His enemies who intended to crush Himm unawares, that He
knew all things, and that His death was part of tho plan of salvation,
and in trying to defeat His purposes, they wero actually fulfiling
them. Again, tho Pascover and tho Lord’s Suppor wero emblematic
of the same truth, and it was therefors natural that they should be
assweiated. Tho lamb of the Passover pointed forward, as the bread
and wino of the Supper pointed backward to tho same event, the
death of Christ. Again, the bread and wino used in tho Passover
were the samo as used in instituting the Lord’s Supper, thus ongraft.

ing the Supper on to the Dassover, showing thatthe Church under
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tho Old and New Testaments are one and tho same, and what the
lamb of the Jowish Passover meant under the Old Testament the
bread and tho *vius of tho Lord’s Supper moean undor the New Testa.
ment dispensation —deliverance trom ain by the Atonement on
Calvary., Besides, tho Saviour wished to give the Supper the persus-
sivencss of a dying request ; for Ho gave tho disciplos His valedictory
and enii’o'mm\ themn 1o commemorato Hiis death, aaytug, *This domn
remembrance of me."”

Wo aro asked to commemorato tho death of Christ, not by a
mournful, but a joyous foast, eating Lread and drinking wine, Al-
thongh this may sean rtrange, yot, whon wo considor the relation of
God and man to oach other, it is just what wo might expect.
Through thoe death of Christ, tho moral government of God wan so
effected, that Ho could be just and tho justitier of all them that
belisve. It isa mistake to supposo that the only purposo of Christ's
death was to recoucils man to God b{ the mant(catation of Divine
love. \Whilo we recognizo the grestest love in the doath of the cross,
we hold that if man could be saved without tho death of Christ, that
death was not a manifestation of love but of folly. Tho righteous.
neas cssential for tho salvation ot man shows that Christ died as onr
substitute, and that His death for our salvation was imporative.
Parden to the sinner comes through tho offect the death of the
Saviour had on ths moral government of God.  But more than thisis
necessary to bring man aud God together; for sin produces enmlﬁ' to
God in inan's heart. This cnmity cau be ramoved only by the Holy
Spirit. which Is sent through tho atontug work of the Son of God to
chango the heart of inau, Christ satisfies the demands of God's
justice, and tho Hcly Spirit romoves the onmity from man's heart.
When by the pawer of the Spirit the sinner’s eyes avo oponed co that
ho sces the love of the Father in the work of tho Son, hoconfosses that
ho was in error in looking on God as 8 hard Master, and in contrition
ho casta himsclf at the loot of tho cross, asking forgiveness, Thus
Calvary becomes the meeting.place of the Creator and tho creature,
God and thesinner. Thero *‘ inaroy and truth
meet together ; righteousness and peaco kiss
each other.” If wo don{ that Christ was a
voluntary sacrifice, and His work absolutely
necessary for man's salvation, thero is no solu-
tion to the problem that wo are commanded
to commeomorate His desth by a joyous feast.
But if we adinit that Christ dicd as the sub-
stituta for sinners, and that man could not be
saved but by the sacrifice of tho cross, and
that through faith, Christ’s wotk becomesours,
the difficulty vanishes, the problem is solved.
Surely we ought to remember Chnst, who has
opencd fot us tho way of salvation, #1th ardour
nising ioto tnthusizsm. But we must know
Christ by faith as our Saviour in order to be
ablo to remember Him; for wo cannot te-
member Him unless wo have known Him.
Tho unsaved aro represented in the Word »s
dead, and the dead caunat remember what
they never cxperienced 3 therefors, the firat
call to them is not ** This do in romembrance
of me,” but **Awako thou that sleepest, arise
from the dead and Chriat shall give theolight.”
The spirit of love is that by which the Lord’s
Supper was instituted, and it is only by the
same spirit it can be Xroporly observed. How
pleasing to God and profitable to ourselves
that wo sit at tho Lord’s table, hearts throb.
bing with lovo and hands strongthoned with
faith, tounite in Isracl’s song of joy and glad-
ness: *“ Wo will take the cup of aslvation,
and call upon the name of the Lord.” It is
impussible tu prufiv by vbserving the Supper, or to prosper 1n spintual
life, if"Christ and His love are remombered only in partaking of the
emblems of tho Sacrament, ¢ That righteousness which is like the
great mountains, and that morcy which is high above tho heavens,”
should be clearly kept in view by tho pilgrim as he journeys to his

lorious home beyond the Jordan. The miore we view Christ as we
fourney on, tho more worthy of remembrance He sppears to bo, till we
exclaim over the memorials of His love, ¢ Worthy the Lamb that was
slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, sod strougth, and
konour, and glory, and blessing.”

Tho words *“Do this in remembrance of me,” may bo rendered,
Do this for mg momorial — meaning, Do this that you may remember
me ; or, Do this that {ou may put mo in remembrance of you. The
analogy of Scri\)ture cars ont tho latter interpretstion better than
tho ono generally given. While tho symbols aro to remind us of
Christ, they aro also to remind Christ of us. The remembrance is
mutual, just as the union is mutual —**Ye in me, and I in you.”
The bow in the cloud was not only a reminder for man but alro for
God: *I will look upon it,” said God, '‘that I may remembr.r tho
overlasting covenant.” Thoe bow reminds Noah of God's promise, but
ho knew that it also rerminded God of His promise. So the Lord’s
Supper is a pledge that Christ will never forget His covenant twith
God on our behalf. Whilo the Lord's Supper puts Chriat in mind of
us, it also puts us in mind of Christ. It is like a beautiful monument
set up on tho grave of our dear Saviour, whose inscription is legible to
tho ends of the earth. Tho foundation stone of this monument was
laid by the Son of God Himsclf, cighteen hundrod years ago; and
sach communicant has been building it ever since ; for, by cating thia
bread and drinking this cup, thoy do **shew the Lord's death till
hocome.” In tho Gospel, as in tho Lord’s Supper, Christ is offered, but
in the latter He is offered to those who have already accopted Hirn,
ropresented by the symbols ; while in the former He is offered to those
who have not received Him. Christ can bo moro fully accepted by
conscious possession in the Supper than in the Gospel,




