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deep plunge down, bcaring withi it and swaleowing Up the worid and the nges, until
every interest that now seems se great and absorbing is as a straw on the iigh-lty bosomn
of a flood. Let but a mali possess his seul with, this idea of Tiiîno, anîd thon umworldli-
ness will be the native atmosphere hoe brea' hes.-bid.

Tho pcriod with whîchwelhave been deaiing is anc cf comparative lighit. Ve posrsess,
it is true, ne continuous history of it besides that whichi the Sacreul Volume furnishies;
but we have abstractc of the wvritings of Berosus and MINanetho, whicm contaitied the
aunais of Eg-ypt and oi'Babylon durirng the spaco; wve have considerable fragments of
the Tyrian histories Cai the tinie, and in tho latter portion of it we begin te enJoy the
advantage of those investigations ivhichi the in)quisitive Greckis pushied inito the anti-
quities of ail the nations )wheioevith they became acquainted. Above ail wo possess
the contemporary records-often in a very copious form-of ail the great Assyriani
xnonarchs whose reigns fell iitimin the period in question, whiie we derive a certain
amount of information from the monuments of Eg-Ypt. Ail these sources have been
examined, and ail have cornbined te confirni and illustrate the seripture narrative nt
almost every point where it was possible-or, at any rate, wvhere it was probable, that
tkey svouid have a bearing upon it. The resuit is a generai confirmation of the entire
body of leading facts-ninute confirmation occasionaly-and a complete absence of
anything that can reasonably bc vieived as serious discrepancy; a few difficuties-
chiefly chronelogical-meet us, but they are feiver in proportion than are fourni in the
profaine history of almost any remote period ; and the faith miust ho wveak indecd to
'which, they prove a stumbiing biock. Genernily, throumghiout timis whole period, tîmere
i3m that 'admirable agreement' wiich Niebuhr observes upon toivards i ts close, bet ween
the profaine records and the accounts of seripture. WVe have not for the most part by
any hmbored efforts te harmonize the two-their accord is patent and striking; andi is
sufficiently exhibited by a more juxtaposition of passages. The monarchis themselves,
the order of their names, their relationship -%vhere it is indicated, thicir actions se fiar
as they corne under notice, are the sanie in botli the Jewish and the native histories;
which present iikewise, here as eisewhiere, numerous points of agreement connected
with the geography, religion, and customs of the varieus nations. As dliscovery pro-
cceds, these points of agreement are multiplied; obscurities clear up; difficulties are
solved, doubts vanish. It is only 'where profane records are wanting or sc:anty, that
the sacred narrative is unconfirmed, or rests soloiy on its own basis. Perhaps a time
may cerne, whien threugh the recovery of tlie comiplote annais of Egypt, Assyria and
flabylon, we may obtain for the whole of the sacred history that sort of illustration
which is now confined te certain parts of it. God, vho worketh ail things nfter the
counsel of his own will, and whio hias givon te the present age such treasures of long
buried knowledge, may have yet greater things in store for us te be breughit to lighit
at Juis own geod time. Y;hcn the voice of men grows faint and feeble, thon tie Tery
stones are made te cry out. Blesseul ho the namo of God for ever and ever; for wisdom
and ight are lEs. -N- lIc reveaieth the <Ieep and secret things: Ilo knoweth,
iwhat is in the darkiness, and the ligh t dwelleth ivith li-?adns'sEvidemce's.

MRt. GEORGE A. RA4WSO."

This younoe brother hn.ving finislied his studios in tlie Canadian Congregational
Theological 'InstitUte, has gene te NOVA ScOTIA, te enter upon tlue wZork of the
ininistry. It was announced from tue pulpits of the twvo clîmrclies in Toronto,
thmat; ho would heo rdained in Zion Chapel; but from the omission of one of the
prehiminary steps, the service did net tako place. B~ut a unitod prayor meeting
WUs hedIn its stead, in whiich both pastors, and others, offered sol omn prayer on
bis bohaif.

Mr. awsom, as preaclied te the flrst church with great acceptance, and gives
large promise of becoming an able niinister of ftxe New Testament. May tue
Great Heoad of the ChuTch go vith lîim and open up for lîim in the sister province
a vide and au effectuai door fer the proclamation of the everlasting gospel.-
Comînmzniatcd.


