
IS VIE WVORID OETTING WORSU ?

Eastern Townshiips are certuinly in t'ho descending senle. Let us sec lîew -J
pamiplîleteer expresses hiînsolt' in regard to Britain ut the present Limie. "l Wu
arc flot a Christian people. A superficial religiousncss holds formnai sway,
ehieily over time uîiddie elasses of tbis country. But the peopie rit masse have
coule te stiffle both nt reli[rious touchers and the system they represent.
Timese things wvill scnrcely be creditcd by thoso who livo almnost in a religions
nttmospliorc; or if' thoy move among the people nit miii, gro [fiolig tose, oniy
who have been scparuted Proni the great bulk eof the population, and who
cannat tierefore hc au index to the gemricondition. * 'ei temideney
is te settie down imite a liard, dry, unimaginative seculurismn, pusig mside
vith impatient gesture evcry dlaimi that inazy bo urged ini favor of' religion,"
&c. These views are suffieientiy gioomimy. Are they correct ? Now it is net
dcnied that there stili exists a Vast aniount of ovii in its thousand forais anmd
various dogrees, in churc'h and state, iii socioty, and in the individmîni. Yet
is it net fauir te zusiz, when was iL othcrwise ? Can the Lime bc poimîted eut, or
the plaice shown, since the f'ill, where evii was net in the ascendanit? We can
cusiiy poinît te darker periods than the present, taking themi in tlheir fnirest
aspects. If mnen noiw sec darkncss about thein, wlîmt would they bamve, said had
thcy iived tiîrce centuries ago, or in amy former pcriod of thme ivord's history
Indeed, iL lins been a sert cf clîronie, comupinint with certain classes in every
tige, te borate and abuse their own time. Thus we fimîd senie of the old
writers spealcing eof their hnving failea on Ilthe dregs cf imne." WMn then
was the golden pcriod, the happy time, the iîely-prospcrous state Promn which
wve are f'itiing ? When was religion more prevulemît or parer ? W lien iras
there more eof a missiomury spirit, more cf civil and religieus liberty ? Instead
et' fitiding uny Lhing te damp bis mrdor or discourage bis effort, thc Christian
finds mueh in the present, compared with the pnst, te cause iim Le Il thank
God mad take courage.> In the progress of civilization-in the udvancenient
eof science-in the educatien of the musses-mn Lie varions imiproveients
and inîventions of our age-in the emancipation eft' ie negro in Anmerica nud
the sert' in iRussia-in the openings which. God is niuking for the preaehiug
of the gospel. and in the suezess which han been vouelisaféd te missions nt

'hlome und abroad-we sec the onwvard muareh efth ie Messiali's kingdem.
IIow the dreaul cf the peet. anmd the vision ot' the scer uppear te be niacthan
remlizcd in our day. Kings and prophots desirod te sec those things irbicli
we sec, but did net sec them; and Le heur those things whiclm we heur, but
did net heur theni. We are net te forget that mucli remains yet te be doue,
and Christians should individumiliy heur the voice of the Master, "lSon, go
wods in my vinoyard " Whiie truth is advuncing and the cause eof Ced is

;azcin srnt _ngin ferward, the powers cf cvii are putting forth
ail their strongth te resist and turn bnck the assauit umade upen thema. Thie
cenfiiet muay bc protractod and desperute, but the rosuits are met doubtful.
Though evii muy ho entrenehed and uppear imiprognuble, it centains in itseit'
thme sceds eof dissolution ; se that if, like Ammîrican slavery, it canuot bc
.assaiied effcetuaily from ivitheut, jet iL evcutuuliy fals- and crumnbies by its
own weigbit.

One et' the reasons which Ieads menc te bolieve that the werld is goetting
worse, unlcss whcre, as in the case cf ihilenuriuns, the exigencies cf a systeni
require it, is like the sluggard, te fold the huuds in indolence and smiy it is ne
use te uttcmupt te do Guy thing, and to muke as littie of what others do us pos-
sible. Thus it is mith many ivho complaimi of our degenerute times; the rust
cf idleucss bas se accuuilated upon thesa that they eau sec nothing but t.hcir


