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midtble woids, so fraught with blessings or
calamity. The first words 8he was. able to
utter were these-"1 asik your prayers in my
henalf." They kneeled down together, and
Victoria inaugurated her reign, like the voung
King of Israel in the olden titne. hy asking
from the Most High, who ruleth in the king-
doms of men, "l an understanding heart to
judge so gient a people, who could not he

unhered or counted for muhitudeY The
ht quel of her reign has been worthy of such
a beginning. Every throne in Europe has
tottered sinice that day. Most of them have
for a time overturned. That of England was
never so firmly seated in the loyalty and love
of the people as et this hour. Queen Vic-
toria enjoys a personal influence, to--the
heartfelt homage paid to fier as a wife, a mo-
ther, a friend and benefictor to the poor, a
Christian womant-incomparably greater and
wise-r thon aony monarch nov reigning. She
is loved at home and admired abroad. In
America there exists a more profound and
abiding respect fur Victoria than any other
liing person. Being a practical people, we
recognuize and appreciate the value of her
example ta rulers and the ruled.-Am. paptr.

"iow Mach did you Take 1"
HIearers of sermons often nanifest extraor-

dinary liberality; giving away without reserve
all the parts of the sermon that apply speci-
ally to themselves. They are keen-sighted
to see the adaption to others, but have no
perception of tlieir own needs. The Chris-
-fian Becretary has a good illustration:-
" Haven't we had a fine sermon ?" said a lady
to another in our hearing, while passing out
with the congregation at the close of a recent
8abbath service.

" Yes," replied the other, " I think we
have ; how much of it did you take P"

The -sermon was really a good one, upon
the duty and blessedness of self-sacrifice on
behalf of others. The argument was well
put, the dict:onà was almost unexceptionable,
,end there were passages in the discourse of
genuinie eloquence. But the lady who so
warnly praised it wis faslhionably dressed,
iceustomed to live quite at her ease, and, se
far as we could learn, not particularly given
to sacrifice her substance or her convenience
for the henefit of any one else. Yet she was
captivated with the srmon ; it was a " fine"
one, she thought. She had been interested ;
she had been entertained ; perhaps she would
have Faid she had been edified ; but, while ne
remainied within hearing, she had not framed
a reply to the question, " how much did you
tak.e of it P" We do not know that she replied
at lIl.

Yet, after all, this is the test question, as
to a true appreciation of a sermon. What
avails it that we praise the discourse, while
eever taking it to the heart and the home for
ractice ? The rhetoric, the illustrations, the

elocution, all so " fine," may hm as valueleu
and as vain to such a hejrer as the spreading
of sa many peacocks' feathers. " Jael broughl
forth butter in a lordly dish ;" but if the divh
were all the attraction, it might as well have
been empty. But how often the sermon h
eulngized and the preacher complimente,
perhaps to his own hurt, and with no manner
of profit to the hearer i So it was in Eze.
kiei's day, and so, very prnbably it will coi.
tinue to he:- " Lo thou art unto them es a
very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant
voice and can play well on an instrument;
for they hear the words, but they do them
not." " How much did you take of it P' is
the question that remains after all pleasant
compliments.

The relation of Parents to the Sunday
School.

The first and most important duties of pa.
rents in relatioa to the Sunday School is to
see that the children study their lessons,-
that they are punctual,-to impress upon
their minds the object of the Sunday School,

We do not thnk parents fully consider
how discouraging it is for the teacher to hant
children come, Sabbath after Sabbath, with.
out any preparation.

We tell you, parents, it is up-hill wor,
and very discouraging, and we want you
sympathy. If you would consider the impor.
tance of parental aid, we cannot but thind
you would give it.

Children come to school with the impre
sion they are under very little restraint, san
that it is of little consequence whether thl
are prepared or not. To an earnest Teach.
er, these are heart sore trials; but our moth
is, " Hope on, hope ever," that all the se
sown may not'fall by the way aide.

We both hope and prav that some gondi
done. thouglh not so much as if you woul
give us a lift once in a while. Some paren,
when they speak of the School before thd
children, talk as if it did not amount to much
Let them ask themselves the question, whos
fault,izs it.

Our Saviour said, " Suffer little childra
to come unto me, and forbid them not." D
you think you 're obeying that comman
ment P You cannot be negative in the me
ter. "l He that is not for me is against e
You either aid us, or stand in the way. I
the love you have to your children, give
your countenance and aid ; " Come over
help us," come into the School and see wS
if we are ever glad to see you, it is there.
Religious Education.

LovERS of Bible Antiquities 'will rejo
to hear that the excavations now being m
in Syria have resulted in the discovery,
Fadir-Sarape, of a Hebrew house dat'
from about the second century before Chr
Some of the rooms, with their contents,


