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to the school of Christ, wliere 'the Spirit niay
impart to thin so tliat the riglit o! prope'ty
m& y beconie the rîglit of poosessiYn by
an act of perso<nai faith. In tlue case of
aduits, baptisai is a 11preseut" seal, and ln
the case of infants It la a 'prospective" seal,
of fle coveaxant.

Our reasonsl for their baptisinu in addition
to the represertative pricipie referred to are
these *-

1. The (Jhurcb o! the two Testaments la
one, even as the Coven-ant 0<m whicli it restes la
one, and as eilidren wem. given a place In It
!rom the beginniin,,, and wero inciuded ln the
Old Testament coveant they must be inc]ud-
eil in the New Testamîenrt, unless excluded. by
sorne express enactrnent. ]3ut noue sticb la to

be found, therefore they are members of the
<3hurci stili, and eititlied to baptism which
irecogaid!ses tlîis niemnbership.

2. The unit o! the Church isl the "famniiy"
a lamb for a house. Ex. xii: 3.--and our r-e-
ligion is to be hiousehold religion; "as for nie
and my house,"l etc. Joab. xxiv: 15.

3. God'ls covenanted dealings with respect
to spiritual blessings have includedi child.ren eas
weli as parents, and the welfare o! the Church
depends on their Christian 'training.

4. The chidren o! believers can recelve,
and oftfflî do receive, the very biessings of the
Covenant-justification and santification--
and are theref ove entitied to its sign and
seai.

5.There la a "federal"' holinesa distin-
gruished Irorn persoknal liîoliness attaehing to
children ln the New Testament as well as in
the Oid Testament. 1 Cor. -vii: 14.

6. That children are mnembers o! the
Cliurch is scen from the weigh1ty commands
given concerning them in the word o! God:
Teachi themi diligenrtly. Deut. vi: 7. Briing
them up in tlue nurture. Ep. vi: 4. Oilidren
obey, etc. Ep. VI: I.

S. What Christ "asaid"l about little chiidren
is a proo! of the samne thing. Nie affirmed.
that they were nuembers o! TPis klngdom.
Matt. xix: 14.

9. lVhat Christ did to littie children, t*a1-
lng them Into bis bosoni; setting*a child ii
the midst and saylng. Matt. xviii:* 2.

10. Fromn the command given. "Feed niy
lanins,"I as part o! the floek la tlue fold.
And wben Peter said: "The promise la to
you," and to Nýyowr children, .Tewish. parents
could put oiily one meaniug -apon these
words. They wouid -neyer supposa thiait iDlie
New Testament Church was to be narrower
than tlue Old had been, and that wiile iuhey
wvere to be receivodI within tlue Chureli their
littie ones were to be left outside.

Il. The way the command to baptise was
carried out ln the baptlIsm o! hougeliolds. As
ar as the New Testament shows us, wher-
ever the -head -of a house was baptised, al
the household was baptisedl together, with-
out a single exception. e.g. Lydia, the jail-
or, Stephamus, Cornelius, Crispils, etc.

12. What le Christian nurture as dietin-

guilhed froua nurture that ls îuot Christian.
Vhe latter lookse to the future, trains for the
future, and hopes sometime tliey niay be con-
verted and jolii the Ch'urch; whlle Christian
nurture regards Infants as the Lord's seed
now, trains and teaches tuhem as such, and
expeets them to grow Up wichin the foid,
aund, as the seed o! tlue righteous, to betôuig
to the Lord -ail tuheir days; ail that distini-
guishes thenu ln their later years as bellevers
havlng Its roots ln tlwir childhood.

Children have a rlght to baptisin beenuse of
their birth ln a Christian home and net cii
the ground of a professilon o! !aith moade by
their parents, who simpl<y profess their owni
faitb., and promise to perforua their own dii-
ties. They do not make a iearious profession
o! !aith, nor enter lito a covenant lIn the
naone of the child. The Lord deuils d1rectly
with it, and it gives to It the seul of his pro-
mise.

The baptism of cbildren decla-res It la thue
DivIne purpose in general that thue chldren of
bellevers shouid, be helievers themselves, that
he bas made provisionî for tis, and will no!
be wantlng on bis part.

V. ITS I'RACTlCAL USES.

1. Baptisin Is a niemiorial o! "1fundamiental
triuths,"1 detiaringi. our naturai imnpurity and
our need o! washlng through 'the' re-
generation of the Holy Spirit. Tt la ouur re-

'1ogn1tIon as memnbers in the visible Church
and our eungagement to the Lord."s, aind muir
takling hold o!fu he enefits ef the Covçonaint of
grace.

2. It is a reunembrience of "lin portaint dlu-
ties."1 Our children are the Lord's and ive
must bring them up for Fim. We must treat
them as thue lambs of Fis flock. No rareut
cau malte bis chlld a Ch.ristian, but lie cu
use the menus, and to this baptisin pledgnes

uulm.
3. Infant baptisai uneets a deep yenrniing

o! Christian parents' hearts. Abraluuim's
prayer: "0 thiat Ishnael may live belote
Thee."1 19 the prayer o! every parent for his
chlld; that lits offspring be made pnrtacer
wit-h himself ln thie saine benefits of the Co0v-

snant. Fie longs 'to dedicate bis elilldre!i to
God, and baptistu meets thfs longlig.
Through this8 ordinance hie brlngs bis eldren
with lm within thue bonds o! the Covenant to
receive its sigu and seau. Parents and chiild-
yen, 'not sepau-ated, but standing together
witbia the visble Churcb.

4. It la an instrument o! farmily and eliiurcb
discipline; what M;%atthew Henry enlie "A
handie for CJhristian appeal."1 We niust bring
the Iaw of God's biouse to beair upon theni to
train them lin the Nvay tlîey should go. It
Nvas said the cildren would ask the nieainig
of the pnassover, and parnTýts were conîmanded
to tell tueu. E-x. xii: 26-27. Seo uir child-
ren's curiosit-y ma.y be aroused and led to en-
quire wît Is meant bi baptlam and th-,
'Supper. Aîîd we are to tell theun tliat tliey
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