
INDIA'S BONDS. 1. IDOLATRY sagar or IlSes, of love" Ila a tale of grodis
BY REV. NORMAN H. RUSSEtL. licentlousnesa. Durlng the time of

Krishna's annual festival, inost Immoral
India lias three hundred millions of peo- practices are reaorted to. Women are

le, but she lias three hundred and thirty, known to leave their own husbands and
million goda; gods of dlay, wvood, and live with other men, excusing themselveà
atone; goda of brasa, silver, and gold. It la on the plea that their go'd did it..
true that many Hindus see beyond the Mahadev, the most popular god of the

imag ofbras o atne omeperonaityother seet or Sivites, la moat commonly
imag of bra a o ato e s me ers nbty represented by the linga, an image whose

of N% hidi 1 t la only a representation; busignificance i8 too gros and vile to be
the large majority of worshippers in India described, an image that can only Bugge8t
as they bow before their idola, believe evil to the thouglits of the worahipper.
that they have the very Igod himself before And yet this image is more frequently met
them. with than any other in Central India.

This is seen i the superstitious rever- The atory of this god also is a vile parody
ence tliey pay to these idols. If Iinadver- on the name of god; lie was an adulterer
tently place my ]eather-shod foot upon the and the associate of prostitutes. I have
platforin of the god, there is a howl of in- seen things done in connection with his
dignation from the horrified worshippers worship that would almoat pasa the con-
that the god is being defiled. A temple ception of.human imaginetion to believe.
near to Mhow was lu a atate of decay, And as for the licentious and groaaly im-
and it was seen to be about to faîl. With moral rites of the Saliti or left hand wor-
great ceremony and mucli mutterlng of shlppers of this seet, it is impossible for
inantraites the threatened idol was care- me to even hint at them. As a fit com-
fully removed, none, however, but îioîy panion for this god la Kali, bis spousep
]Bralimin banda being allowed to toucli it. whose inseatiable appetite la fed annually

A missionary after a long discussion by7seas of blood.
wlth the people of a certain village, The number of the goda of India has
persuaded thtum to permit hlm to swelled to three hundred and thirty mil-
have a tussie witli the god. He picked it lion, for the Pantheistic principles of the
up and to thBir astonishment tbrew it Brahimiiî have allowed hlm to absorb all
down the welI, witbout bizaself suffering 1the goda and devila of cvery conquered
any bodily injurv. What was his aston- irace and tribe, into the Ilindu pantheon.
ii3hment, however, a fe-w days later to flndlThese goda are images "lliketo corruptible
the saine idol restiored to bis fome iman and to birda and four-footed beasta
pedestal and seemingly none the worae of
bis dudking. The villagers had fiahed hlm
out, andaspite off bis undignified downfall,
had set hlm up again as their presserver
and aaviour.

But to those who do ace beyond the piece
brasa or atone, what la the character of
the peraouality whieh the Image repre-
sents? Hindu worshlppera may be rougli-
ly classed un der two cui-ts :-Vishnuvites
and Sivites. As a representative of the
objecte of worship off t 'he former clas la
Krishna one of the avatars or incarnations
off Vishu. No god la more popular or
more widely worahipped throughout
India.

One Image off thia god represents hlm in
the act off stealing, another ln the coin
pany off a woman Radha, the wlfe off au-
other mxan. Rio story as told ln the .Pr.rn-

and creeping thinga."1 Ganesh, the god of
wisdom, with elephant'ahead and glutton's
stomach, and Hanuman, the monkey-god,
are among the moat popular.

It would be wrong to say that -none of
the objecta of worship in India present
any better characteristica than those juat
described; but these are the moat popular
and whoae namea are on every lip. Nor
doea any Hindu deity nor group of delties
represent God as we know fllm. Instead
off power, wisdom, holiness, justice, good-
nae and bruth, the too common picture la
a mixture off selfishneas, deceitfulness,
revenge and lmmorality, set off it may ho
by a tondh of barbarie generosity, or ques-
tionable good nature.

Truly said the Apostie: The thinga
whicb. the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice
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