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A BIOLOGICAL STATIÔN IN JAÏMAICA.
A Jetter bas been received fromi the Hon. Adarn B3rown, Dominion

Conmmissioiner at the late jamaica Exhibition, enclosing a copy of the
following lett.,r from Lady Blake, which wilI be read with niuch interest
hy the redtders of the OTTAWA NATLJRALIST. Trhe Marine Biologyical
Station at Naples, now under the able direction of its founider, Dr.
Dohrn, is the miost important in the world, and students attend the
course cf study fromn ail parts of Europe and Amnerica. The following
is fromi S-ci*ence- of Sept. zSth, 1891, and will show hov highly the wvork
of these stations is valued :

" At present, as we Iearn from a statenient recently made by Pro-
fessor Sclater in Naitipe, the zoological station at Naples rents contin-
uously about tu~enty tables, eachi at $500 a year. 'I'hiese tables are
rented to différent States and universities of Europe, as follows: Prussia,
4; Baden, i; I3avaria, i ; Saxony, i ; Hesse, i ; Wurtemberg, i ; Italy,

7SWitzerl t'd, i ; liungary, i ; IIolland, ir; University of Cambridge
(England), i ; Britisli Association, i. Besides these twenty-one regular
rents, a nuamber of others, varying fromn eight Lo sixteen, are made
every year to sonme or ail of the following governunents: Russia, Belgium,
Austria, Spaiin, and sonie Italian provincial governirients. The aver-
age :iuniber disposed of in this way is estimated at ten, miaking the
total numiber thirty-onc. The annual income from the tzibles would
thus amouint to about $iScoo a vear. The revenue froni the sale of
j)reserved specimens arnounts to about $?5o while thie receipts from
the admission of visitors to the aquarium aniounts to about $5,ooo.
TUhe whole incomie is thus approximately $24,ooo. But the annual
exl)enditure of the station lias now reachied $32,000, so that there is a
dclicit of fromn $S,ooo to $ 10,000 to ineet. This heavy deicit is met
every year by a subsidy fromi the Germian governinient.

'This is a goocd exatiplle,' says Professor Sclater, 'of the liberal wvay
in which science i:; encoura-ed and supported in the ".F-atherland,"
and is the more noteworthy because the object of its well-bestowed
bouîxty in this insta.ace is localized on foreign soul.'

Indeed, this is a spiendid example of the high appreciation in
'vhiclh pure scientific researcli is held by an enlighitened government-
an exaniple which we should be glad to sec followed in this couintry."


