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tion ? 1 fear not. la: is certainly gratifying te know that the

educational authorities in Most of the provinces have recognized

the necessity of doing somethung to improve it. Never before ini

the history of Canada have the prospects looked so brigbt for an

lionent effort on tbe part of lb. best educaters to solve ibis prob-

lemn. The solution lics, it seemns to me, in the proper presentatien

of Nature Study, or rather that phase of Nature Study abat will

tend towards agriculture. This can b. presenied to the best ad-

vantage by establishiimg a scbool garden ini connectbon with eacb

sclool. Niature Study and the Scbool Garden are insi-parable if

we wisla the best results. This does flot mean tbat techoical
agriculture ws to be taught. far from it. Nohbing would bc more

disastrous to the cause of rural education <ban tu aittempt te

teach tecbnical agriculture or <echnical science in thie public

ajicol. W. have agricultural colleges and bigla scbools for that

puipos. Nature Study in our public schools would interest the

chil4ren in tlie Commo evr- bigs about <hem ; in tbings

<bey have been seeng ail tbeir lives, yet fot perceiving ; in tbe

soogs of birds aid insects <bey have b... bearing. yet net appre-

ciating. Tbey would fim4 tbemselves ini a new world, or raiber

in their old world rade new, by a living. loving sympathy and

interest in rerything about them. Their eyes would t" trained

<o observe. tbeir ears te hear, and theur minds te, seek the truth

for tbe trtb'5 sake, and in seeing, in bearing, and in seeking for

truth, tbey would be trained te draw riglit conluions. from wbat
tbey sce am hear.

During tlie first five or six years et a child's existence bie bas

created for himselt a litie world. H. bas attempted to selve

many kootty problemns. la tact, lie bas been on a tour of original

research, as truly as <lie best investigator aleng tbe line ef usience.

and ne ooe will deny <bat in mnany cases lie bas been more original.

He bas starte4 eut along the riglit line te Makte himnsel( "I the.

gond citizen and tlie bonest neiglibor" and te acquire those

tbings <bat go <o nMalte up a ""successful lite." Why flot con-

tinue <berne experiences ini the school ? Why not begin <o buiki on

wbat he already knows, ratheir <ban tbrust bim, as is tee fre-

quently the Case* into a new and s<ranace world-the scebool-a
world in wbicb lie searches in vain te land somnetbing te linai %ritb

bis past ? Mas! bie fids bimnself as tetally amidst new surrounid-

ingi as if b. lied lie.. suddenly set down in a tereigti land. There

is oothing i. the scbool lite <bat be cao associate wi<b bis own

littie world-his pust experiences. He bas, as il were, <o start

lie a*ain ami croate anotber world totally digèerent troin the first.

Thure is little wonder <bat teacliers fid sucb great difficulty witb

ItWer primary classes, with <lie beginners in <bis new lite.


