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Rcad hefore the St. Franck Collkge Literni-y anîd scientific Society, Fi).I. 3rd, 1897.

(Ai Abstract).

I[n the opening words of Pi-of. Davis's admirable work on
thc subjcct of Mcteorology lie says: " \Vc diell on the surface
of the land ; we sail across the surface of thec sca ; but ive live
at the bottoin of the atmosphere.

Its changes pass over oui- hecads ; its continuai fluctuations
control our labors. Wliether our occupation is indoor or out,
on laind or at sea, we are ail more or less influenced bv changes
from the clear sunishinc of blue skies, to the dark shadows under
clouds ; from the dusty, weather of drouglits to the vains of
passing storins ;froin the enervating southly3 iinds to the
bracingy currents froni tlîe north.

Fewv pesn fail to raise somc questions niov and then con-
ccrning the causes and processes of thiese changes ; some in-
quire more earnestly, desiring to, inforin thernselves carefully on
the subject.

No scliool study suggests niore frequent questions from
sclîoolars, or al1owvs more educative replies from teachers tlîan
meteorology, the science of the atmosplîere."

To tlîis it may well be added tlîat the atinosplieric pheno-
mena of sky and clouds furnish some of the grandest panoramas
of beauty tlîat nature ever presents to our eyes. And yet, lîow
strange it is tlîat wlîile we recognize the différent forms of earth
and sea, wve so seldon distingutislî tlîe varions features of Élie
atmosplîere.

We have an abundance of iîames for tlîe différent appear-
ances of land anîd wvater as island, pen insu la, istlîmus, cape,
and m-ountain ; or, sea, gulf, bay, lake and river. But for tlîe
maîîy and beautiful aspects of the sky, only indefinite or figrur-
ative language is commonly at hand. It is only fine or diîll,
briglit or cloudy.
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