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THE PROGRESS OF PROHIIBI-

TION IN ONTARIO.

rhe temperance cause in Ontario lias
undoubtedly advanced of late with
rapid strides, until it stands to.day far
in advance of its position at any tirne
in the past. The unexpectedly large
majority in favor of prohibition given at
the late l)lebiscite vote has strengthenied
the hands of the temperance people
and inspired them to go on and coni-
plete the work. 'le great convention
whichi met in the Horticultu rai Pavilion,
Toronto, on the 6th of this month, con-
sisting of delegates from organ /.ations
of every kind, having the temiperance
cause at heart, ivas the larzest and rnost
imoortant ever held in the Province.
Fifteen hundred delegates 'vere in
attendance, and enough spectators be-
sides to pack the building. 0f the
convention the Globe says:

"«The proceedings were simiple, and
occupied but one day of close applica-
tion to the business in hand. 'l'le pre-
liminary formalities were soon cleared
away, and the rclics of the plebiscite
campaign disposed of:; the resolutions
prepared by the Union Committee,
which met on Mronday evenîng, were
passed, after debate, which 'vas keen
and intense, but full and fair ; a large
deputation waited upon the Ontario
Governiment, and received an answver
which aroused the liveliest satisfaction :
and the evening was given up to rejoic-
ing and renewed resolves co work on
towards the attaîniment ot complete
prohibition. Such in brief were the
proceedings of the great prohibition
convention which will long be remem-
bered as an historic event in the on-

*~ward niarch of prohibition."
The decision arrived at was to ask

the Government at Toronzo, and the
(Joverniment at Ottawa, each to intro-
duce and further prohibitive legislation
to the full extent of its jurisdiction.
The power to, pass prohibitory Iaws by
t'le Province bas been questioned, and
the extent of its jurisdiction is now

heing tested in the higher courts. Be-
tween the afternoon and evening meet-
ings a large and representative delega-
tion from the convention waited upon
the Ministry of Ontario to, ascertain
just what legisiation they might expect
in view of the recent vote. Space will
not permit to print the addresses pro
and con, but the interview wvas alto-
gether satisfactory. 'llie Premier, Sir
Oliver 'Mowat, sumnmed up his answer
and gave it in writing as folows

"If the decision of the Privy Council
should be that the Province has the
jurisdiction to pass a prohibitory liquor
lawv as to sale, I will introduce such a
bill ir. the following session, if I arn
then at the head of the Governmert.
If the decision of the Privy Council is
that the Province has jurisdiction
to pass only a piartial prohibitory liquor
law, I will introduce such a prolîibitory
bill as the decision wvilI wvarrant, unless
the partial prohibitory power is so
limited as to be ineffective from a
ternperance standpoint."

Representatives of every shade of
temperance 'vas here, the différent re-
ligions and Sabbath sch, ol organiza-
tions, temperance societies, and other
societies, were working together bar-
moniously for the procuring of prohibi-
tion. Prorninent ministers, politicians,
representatives of the press, clever
women, Commodore and MVrs. Booth,
and not least, Hector, IlThe Black
Knight," mingled promiscuously upon
the platform and spoke Nwith efféct.

There is a power in unity of purpose
and in united action. The foremost
workers for religîous and moral liberty
and freedom are reccgnizing this more
and More. As Isaac Wilson and the
writer sat together, as delegates, in this
great convention, we wvere reminded of
a like pleasure and upon an occasion
somewhat similar, but a few months
ago, in the Hall of Columb)us, Chicago.
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T1he strongest man is he that can
overeome the enernies of his own
household.


