
2 INTRODtJCTORY OBSERVATIONS.

ing food te, the mind of our ohurch and nation. Thousands of our youth,
and most of the heads of religious fanîilios, feel the nced of aids te mental
and religious culture, and we propose to offer aid ini thc forin and inanner
now prcscnted. We entortain a deep conviction of responsibility in this
mitter, and believe that the tiîne lias corne whcn our best endeavours should
bc exerted to incet the growing wants of tiieso turnes.

WTe have tinong our ministry and laity a large class of intelligent and
cultivated nminds, 'who, have feit the need of a periodical whilm nmiglit hoe-
corne the Repository of their best and matured thoughits on various topies
of national and connexional, interest. In heo departinent, of Christian
Ethies and Biblical Criticisin wo have long rcquired a nmedium of utterance,
in a somewbiat permanent form, and tho hiope is strongly cherislied that not
oaly shall we bc able to gratify th)oso who have writtcn and still write
for the press, but that mnany will ho prompted te greater diligence in
study, and trefuliy prepare, tlieir meditations for the benefit of others.
It bas beem well said that "IPeriodical literature, theughi comparatively
modern, bias becorne the ciif power of the peu. lInn igand and France7
and to a considerable exteat in'Gerrnany, the best authors avail themselvea
of it as the mnast effeetual access to the publie nmind. lIts adlvantages are toc>
mar'ifest te need -emark." Canada mnust not b- behind any other country
in this respect, and we invite the c&.operation of brethren that the Wesleyan
1{epository nmay becoe the centre and source of varied informaation and
instruction for ail classes. We should ho -lad te imake this Magazine on-
timtely original, but unless such matter ho spirited and vigorous we are por-
suaded it would not ho as welcoern as superior selections from the best
sources. These are abundant, and hav-ing access te, them as they issue
frei the prohifie press of England and Arnerica, we shahl neyer lack nmaterials-
for a sound, heahthy, and therefere useful monthly. We have ne taste- for
the " hifahutin," sprcad-eagle kind of hiterature, but we think this specimen
number will show that our tastes are of that kind wbich mnay 'be cultivated
without fear of tripping, and which will be found agreeable to the notions
of those who love our glerieus ohd Saxon tongue.

lit mnay be raid that in this country, with our present advanced means of
e9mmnunion with other countries, our people cau get aIl the periodical,
literature they desire. lit nmay ho se, but we have ne hesitatien in writing,
that thcro is a vast ameunt ef current literatuie which it is net desirable
they shouhd obtain. There is pernicieus poison ini a great mnanry Magazines.
found on the centre-tables of CJhristian faumilies. We avow our design te,
endeavour te supplant the evil by offering that 'whicl. will bear the test of
Bible prineiples, and whioh, therefere, may safely be placed in every famziy
in the land. And even if unexceptionable literature could be easily and
cheaply obta.ined front other lands, it is neverthehess; hig-hly desirable timat


