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n.at.ion, should. net bc confincd to sr al]
chiIdren, but bhvdbe 2-ontilîued through-
out the scliool couriie. \Vithout this faculty
of constructing mental pictures, much educa-
tion, so called, aniouiits to a nhere cramming
of words. Tie pupil apprehiends tie neani-
ing of words. ornly, %Ylen lie suceeds ini cal-
ing Up a correspondiiig mental picture. If
lie is unable to do tlîis, the words are te lîin
nerely empty sounds. The teaicher sýiOuld
see te it that the pupils liave primai-y con-
cepts fromi wlich to build up pic-
turez, zuchi as city, plateau, harbour, &c.
Children should bu ti. -.roughily drilled in thie

Georaplhy of their own nieigliborlîood, so

they can apply it te thiat of ioreign counitries.
For example, a pond gives the idea of lake.
the imagination inagnifyir.g the pond to thie
necessary dimensions. In the saine way, a
brook gives thie idea of river, and huis, of
mountains. When a pupil describes a river,
thougli nover l)aving seen it with bis physi-
cal ejes, hoe sliould, Nvith his inienltal vision

see the courtry thi-ougli whicli it flows, thîe
towns on its. banks, thie navigation on its
ivatcrs. He sheul? be se trained, f-lhat tuie
words lie is r-epenti., eall up corresponding
ment-il pictures, wlhch are so vivid, as to on-
able hini to give a graphic description, and
bis hiearers to gain a clear conception of the
obj.eet described.

History lessons can ho made more ineres-
ting than they usually are, if thie iiin;.gina-
tion was appealed to more frequently. If
pupils -'vere taught to sec =eý tally flhe battles
described, the kind of hiousc ini which the
peoiple lived ,tlîat period thxv are studying,
tlue style of dress, manmer of living-, and se
*in, history Nvoulél mneau nmore to tlien 0"an
a dry catalogue cf facts and dat,, and ini al]
probability would lie retaincd longer, than if
they nieiuorized. a nuniber of pages, irbose
ic zrds convey no :i1eas to, ilieir ruinas.

Thie sanie rule applies te reading lessons.
Chiildren get into the habit of readiog les.
sons, withcul-t looking for ideas, and couse-
quently, find it vriyuuiitcrostinig; vIifle, if
the details wvere brouglit our, and agnd
tho readling lesson, '%ould, in very niany cases
wear a new aspect.

Imagination frcquently cornes 4%o our aid

in iriathemilatics. Vory ofteil, by construet-
ing a diaîgrain and iimagining tlie result, we
can -'et a clue to tia- solution of the probleni,
wh)ichi would have taken far miore tiînie if
worked eut abstractly. In neariy ail the
pulîlie-Sehlools, thoe inmgiuiatien înay be lised
ad vantageeusly.

We biave cOnsi(iere(I in sonie of its bear-
iigs on every day life. Couid wo pursue the
subject further, 'vo would find that. we are i-
debted to this faculty, fur rnany of oui-
briglh test hopes and aspirations. It broadevs
oui mental visionl. It reveals to us possibil-
itiess and thus becornes a condition, of pro.

UrecS. If oui- imagination did net soar, ive
woul<i always be conîtent te romain on one
dead love], never t.rying, te rise higlier than
oui- present positio.n. By the help cf this
facuity, we foin idealis or set up a standard,
towarcls wvhmain attainient we bond all our

eTris t lhelps us over inany rough places

and urges us for ward, by picturing out to us

TUE J>EXLCIL MTIX SQUEAIiED.

[A FABLE.]

VICTOR S, RLKER.

* NCE upc» a tiîne. in c gi-ont cit.5
thiere iras a siaîl shop in .vlicli
the owner sold nothîing but poli.

* - cils-le.-d pencils, clîalk pencils
and crayons. Ini this slîop there

iwas only eie liard slate pencil encased in

gilt paper, alh the othiers were soft and did
not have any gilt paper on thein, so this
made the L.ard siate pericl very proud of bis
clothes andhbimself, but hli, hnd another great
fault, hie was squeaky. O)ne day a great
lever of pendils came inti the shop and asked
te sec soune slate perncils. The box with the


