
BIBLE SOCIETY REORIDERt.

now amiounts te 291, and the number of copies circuletted exceeds one lîun-
dred and twenty-four maillions. The cireulation of kindred sncictios la over
oiglity-one millions.

Tira ferward inovement at the present timoe, in missionary enterpris e,
lias an important bearine on the Bible Society. Tho Society is the friend of
ail, the rival of none ; aitd it is the great storehouse from which the mission-
aries receive their supplies. The missionaries are not, however, more
receivers. They are invaluable hielpers. Wlien tIre scholarly missionary
reachea his sphere of labour, lie bt'comes a philologit in the service of the
Society. If thiere is a no version, lie makes one. f there is a poor version,
he makes it botter. Thisa work goos.on incessantly, and at the prescrit i
moment new work of translation or revision is being done in nearly eighty i
langupges. Perhaps there are, on an average, seven, workers actively inter- 1
ested in ecd of these languagea, ao th t the ýociety lias a staff of 560 phi-
lologiats doing lier service.

The increasing ratio of progress in such work is scrcely surpasscd in anyi
brandi of human activity. It is complited that there were about forty ver- i
siens of the Scriptures produced during the first cightcen centuries of our era.f

IDuring the lust thirteen years the Bible Society alone hias brought out over
eighty versions, or about twice as many as the whole Chiristian Ohurch had i
produced from the days of Christ on earth till the furnation of the Society. i

It is not generally knowvn that the Bible Society ia itself a great pioncer
jand missionary society. Six bundred of lier colporteurs carry the written
Word te the homes of mon ail the world round ; and through their visits Our

iblessed Lord's words llnd a fulfilmnent-" Behold, I stand at the door andjknoc-. " Three hundred of hier zenana women visit the degraded homes of i
teEast ; and w]îile the Marthas serve and the Marys listeLu, happy Chrisi-

tiari homes are formed where the Master loves te linger.f
Jesus had compassion on the multitude by the Sca of Galilee, and said: - î

Give ye thera te eat; and througli this great organization the disciples
aestill engaged in distributing the bread of life te a hungry world.

Woolsthoqpe, TJpper Nlortvood, London, .Fn4land.

ARGUING WiTit A bOEPiIC.
trThe Bible the word of God!" e.xclaimed a yeung scoptie ini hearing of a

fricnd. " No, it ia the invention of - ien."
" The Bible claims to bo God'si word, does it not 1 " asked tho Christian.
"Yes, the men who, wrotc it pretend that thoy 'spako as they were utovu<l

by the Holy Glhost."
" 9If the Bible, then, is net what it dlaimis to be, it ia, you think, an impus-

ture, and its writors liars 2
"Yes, that ifs what 1 believe
"Good mon 'would net lie and deceive, would they ?"

"0f course net."
"lThen the Bible yau are sure, could net have been written by goed

1) 1criî
" «I feel certain that it was net."
"New answer me candidly. Dooa the Bible condemn sia, and .Àreateî'

nad mon with punishînentli"
"Yez, 1 rather -roluctantly.
"Doeg it condemp- lying and cLî.,ception ?"

Ye,"a litfIe sharply.
"Would bad nien-deceivera and liars-make a book that cendemni

t li eir ow.-. sins ?"
"They weuld net be likely te de se, certainlY

The young Bceptie f elt the ground giving way under him, and changed
the subject.
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