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aainrconsideration, and the bills were not

presented to the House.
shç TRAFFIC GENERALLY.-Reference

ShOuld be made to special and well-attended
netflgs of the lake carriers section of the
twice 1ation, which have been held in Toronto
ail of ast fal, and again in Jan. and March,
by y which have been called and attended
fetig tSecretary, and at which business af-

resthe special interests of the members
rt has been transacted. Some matterslhetby the last of these meetings to yourtrative Coimittee are still under consid-

of load: These include the present method
andtding at Port Arthur and Fort William,
frothe hardship entailed in moving about
ladiigPotto port; the provision of bills of

l and grotect owners, and demurrage onadgrain.
so'eRa iIP.--The membership of the As-

19 tiOn.remains as it was during 1903 and
iew, ,th the addition of some two or three

setedntOpanies. The total tonnage repre-e is 112,297, of which 79,349 tons areand 32,948 tons other vessel property.
leain Ciation represents substantially the

n ePassenger and freight lines on the in-
ti taters of Canada, and it may be pointedeogaat. Practically ail the Canadian vessels

% edn carrying grain upon the lakes haveftheAO the Association with the exception
ad C.pgoma Central, the Canada Atlantic,
reasurr'. steamers. On account of the
ist bers statement submitted to you, ittutal tonexplained that one company whose

eis included in the above total
ection ar Paid dues this year only upon aes whi thereof, and that two other compan-

tt yeC have entered during the season havet Paid their dues and their tonnage istcluded in the above figures. Youree has considered the method ofni'un't, and recommends that hereafter
tÎpaid byof-$5, and a maximum of $100
ohat they members. It is also recommendedssment for 1905-6 be at the ratecents per ton on steam vessels, and

'te Cets Per ton on sailing and barge prop-
pt threPort. was unanimously adopted, ex-

4Porton of the last section respecting. hitteeershjip fees for the current year, thel a ving left some of the amounts

t t fbMoved that the assessnent for 1905
e. a rate of 2c. per ton on steam vessels

44 a Q 'endonn sailing and barge property.
asse nt was oved placing thenini-

$15 sssment at $5, and the maximum atin I otio aendment was lost and the or-
asitt i aucarried, but the Executive Com-

and .cwasauthorized to consider any special
I'ch Inight be brought to its notice,as ttO which there might be coni-ullil,*te amount levied.

urers Igs a summary of the Secretary-tatenent:--
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.hacka ---Yybrough up the question of'eoreîs in the Detroit and St. Clairrticularly screw steaniers. A
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steamer passes any given point in these rivers
about every ten minutes. Opposite Court-
riglit most of the steamers use the Canadian
channel, and they are in the habit of keep-
ing close to the Canadian shore, particularly
on the up trip, for the purpose of having less
current to contend with. The Michigan Cen-
tral Rd. has extensive docks at Courtright,
and when a boat is moored at the dock and
a passing steamer keeps too close to the
Canadian shore, the suction is so great as to
make a steamer moored at the dock surge,
and unless she has an additional number of
lines they are broken, and she is carried away
from her moorings. Mr. Mackay thought
that a steamer passing at a high rate of speed
through low waters was liable for damage to
the property caused by her going at such
speed. Last season the Wahcondah was
carried away from her moorings at Court-
right and the Donnacona at Point Edward,
and the first named boat sustained damage
to the extent of about $100, and the other
between $200 and $300. His firm was in
correspondence with the owners of the boats,
which are owned in the U.S., that did the
damage. The U.S. define the rate of speed
at which a vessel should go through St. Mary's
River, and he thougiht Canada should have
a rule for the Detroit and St. Clair rivers,
for such portions of them as are under Cana-
dian jurisdiction. It was decided to submit
the matter to the Minister of Marine.

J. A. Cuttle suggested that the Farran's
Point Canal should be kept open the entire
season, including Sundays. This canal,which
is about five miles above the head of the Corn-
wall Canal, is simply a lock at the foot of the
currents, or most intricate part of navigation
on the St. Lawrence. Under the existing
regulations, vessels are detained there all day
Sunday, and are obliged to start at 9 o'clock
on Sunday night, while if the night is at all
unfavorable, they have to wait till the fol-
lowing morning. The lift lock at Cardinal,
at the head of the currents, is kept open all
season, thus enabling vessels to pass down
on Sundays and to reach Dickenson's Land-
ing, at the head of the Cornwall Canal, on
Sunday evening. This is a great conven-
ience, which would be considerably added to
if the Government would deal with the lock
at the lower end of the currents in the saipe
manner.

H. H. Gildersleeve contended that all the
canals should be open on Sundays. J. A.
Cuttle opposed this, saying that if the mat-
ter was opened up the time for which the
canals are opened on Sundays might be cur-
tailed. The matter dropped without any
action being taken.

A resolution, as given in our last issue,
was passed urging the Department of Marine
to take immediate steps to secure reciprocal
steamboat inspection between Canada and
the U.S.

R. W. Shepherd stated that under the new
inspection rules the Ottawa River Naviga-
tion Co. and other vessel owners were re-
quired to provide a number of additional life-
boats. It was preferable to have these of
metal, instead of wood, on account of better
lasting qualities, etc., but there was practi-
cally only one maker of metallic life-boats in
Canada, viz., in the Province of Quebec, and
his output was very limited and his prices
high. Mr. Shepherd therefore urged that the
Government should be asked to admit metal-
lic life-boats free of duty, at least until such
time as they can be made in Canada in suffi-
cient quantities to fill the demand.. It was
decided to prefer a request to the Depart-
ment of Customs in accordance with Mr.
Shepherd's suggestion.

A resolution was adopted thanking the
Dominion Government for the way in which
it had granted a number of requests made
by the Association.

Officers for the current year were elected
as stated in our last issue,
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In the afternoon most of the members at-
tending the meeting interviewed several cab-
inet ministers and officials. They first wait-
ed on the Minister of Marine, Hon. R. Pre-
fontaine. C. F. Gildersleeve, on behalf of
the Association, protested against the pas-
sage of the bill introduced in the House of
Commons by D. L. McCarthy, M.P., to amend
the Steamboat Inspection Act. He urged
that steps be taken to arrange with the U. S.
Government for reciprocal steamship inspec-
tion, and that pending such an arrangement
the U.S. Government be asked not to enforce
for this season, as far as Canadian vessels are
concerned, its new regulations respecting the
amount of cork required in life preservers.
He also suggested that the present system of
levying marine hospital fees be abolished,
that the speed of vessels on the Detroit and
St. Clair rivers be regulated, and that the
charges at Government wharves be abolished.
C. J. Smith spoke in reference to life preserv-
ers. Owing to the Slocum disaster the U. S.
authorities had decided that life preservers
which had passed inspection before would
not now be accepted. The present life pre-
servers used in Canada contained about 51
lbs. of cork, while the U. S. rules call for 6
lbs. The R. and O. N. Co., to comply with
the new regulations, would require about
4,000 new life preservers, and the various
companies embraced in the Association would
probably want at least 20,000. It would be
impossible to procure them in time for the
opening of navigation. He suggested that
the Minister should ask the U. S. Govern-
ment to extend the rule for the present season
and then that there be reciprocal inspection
between the two countries. He also pointed
out that the Canadian rules do not give credit
for life rafts in the same way as the U. S.
rules do. J. A. Cuttle spoke in reference to
marine hospital dues, contending that the
Government collected more than was neces-
sary, and pointing out that vessels clearingfrom Quebec ports had to pay hospital dues
in the U. S., while vessels clearing from On-
tario ports did not have to do so. Captain
Donnelly urged the necessity for arrangements
between Canada and the U. S. respecting
reciprocal inspection. H. H. Gildersleeve
objected to the charges at Government
wharves on Georgian Bay. He pointed out
that the Government, for the purpose of aid-
ing navigation and the different localities,
have built wharves at which a charge is made
for steamers landing, in addition to a Govern-
ment rate of wharfage on the goods. The
Government appoints caretakers who are not
responsible for the goods when landed. He
contended that a wharf was like the dredging
of a channel or a lighthouse-an aid to navi-
gation-and that a charge should not be
made for the one unless it was for the other.
He also urged that Government wharfingers
should be responsible for the goods landed
in their charge, and that the goods should
pay the wharfage instead of the steamers
beng taxed when landing them. It often
happened that the Northern Navigation Co.'s
steamers discharged freight on which the
earnings were less than a dollar, while the
steamer had to pay $1.50 to $2.50 for land-
ing. In reply, Mr. Prefontaine promised to
carefully consider the various requests and
said he would immediately communicate
with the U. S. Government respecting the
inspection matters.

The delegation then called on J. McDoug-
ald, Commissioner of Customs. R. W. Shep-
pard urged the abolition or suspension of the
duty on metallic life buoys. Captain Donnelly
suggested a change in the system of clear-
ance papers to vessels leaving Fort William
and Port Arthur. He pointed out that when
a vessel starts to load a grain cargo at Fort
William, the captain often expects to com-
plete loading there, but when the yessel is
partly loaded he is ordered to go to Port
Arthur for the balance, or, as frequently
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