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(Dur Contributors.
LET IT SIMMER.

BY KNOXONîAN4.

Trhis contribuxtion îiav uerhaps ho a
littie lmeipfmml tbspeakers andi -iters (f
ordinary abiliby and contînon sensc.

Men o! genhus ueed not read It. Genins
necds no help.

Men w-ho tiik thcy eau w-ite like
Macaulay and speak like i)erostltenes,
w-hout any prepamat ion, shîommd pass
by titis corner. li fitet, muen o! tuaI
kind eau afford to pass by anylbIîmg.
Tuîey are hiappy men. Mist o!fbhîcuti
aire a good . deai happier blian the peo-
pic w-ho try 10 rcad w-bat luîcy w-ile
and lisicu to w-lat they sav.

Plîliosophers w-iluob f md auyhng lu
tiIs contribubion for them. It is Ibeir
business to deal w-iib bie infinite and
absole, aud draw- a liard and f ast Une
bclw-cen tue Ego and lte Non-Ego. Some
o! thcm dw-ellu deliglilfuil contempla-
tIon ou the Ego.

One o! thc besi ways for an ondin-
amy man 10 prepare a good sermon or
speech, or write a good article. is 10
get a good l.opic and lot it simumer lu
the mind unil iIt frucifies, takes form,
and le fil for public lise.

Tw-o lhhngs are lucre assuîme(]. The
one is lhtalt th man bias a tophe, and
the other, Ibat lie bas a mmnd for- bis
topie 10 simmer lu. If lic lias neither
a, lopie nom a mnualuessel lu w-hidli
luis topie eau simîner, lie canuot reason-
ably be expecied 10 dIoimuncli prepara-
tion lu the sluumiieiug elbodl. Inu scb
cases, tlie unfortuinabe must extempor-
Ize and tbe bumman family know- bo Iheir
somrow- Ibat lue does just tat very
tblng.

Il Is worse titan a w-aste o! lime for
a man 10 speak on nobbing and suy
uotiig about il. A !ew men bave
tbc dangerons gîft o! sayîng nothlng
about uolbing i lu au nleresbing w-ay,
Thal khnd o! oratomy (lites uvell enomighu
for a fcw- limes, buit sensible people
soon tire o! 11. and lte omabor w-ho re-
les on lims abilltv l inte uotuîng IUe,
Is sure 10 couic 10 grief sooner or laber.
Sound Is a good enouighi buing lu hîs
own w-ny, and for uts ow-n purposes, but
bbc immun mmnd canuot fecd on mere
sound. O! course if yon have bo speak
lu à locality ilu îvh lte people have
scamcely auy mmnd, souud is te rigbl
blîing for bitent. There are localîbies o!
that khnd. 1 oo

As a ruie, ltow-evem. a nian munst have
a topie If he expecîs 10 do scns bic pco-
pie any good by an addmcss o!f fiftcen or
iwenty minutIes. How- eau lopies be
!ouud ? Iu a huundrcd ways. One good
w-ny Is by reading good speeches, good
acw-spapems and good magazine articles.
Some speeches and articles suggest top-
ie'. An exuerlcuced lIunter for topies
soon icamus wltere to look for biîcm.
Soute w-ilcrs scalier seed-bbongitbs 0v-
er thîcir pages. A seed-ihought Isthie
tiîng yon are after, 'and you know, one
by a khnd ô! Instinct if youî are a good
lînuber. One good mule tiien, 15 to stop
readlug rubblslî and read liierature wiil
seed-ihioughis lu I.

Llsbenlng to good speeches is not a
bad way 10 get seed-thouglits. As a
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first-clars ian warnsusp on almost any
subjeet, lie is preiiy sure to tbrow
out somîetliîg thai siaris otîmer mnts
to liîink. Omne o! the nndoubted evi-
dences o! firsb-class abiliiy lu a public
speaker. Is bis power, ofien unconscions-
iy cxercised, to plant secd-tboughts lui
ot lier peoffie's mmnd, and 10 make them
sblck and !mucify there.

Capibal secd-thoughts may oflen be
ohta*ned froiuthie conversation of liard-
hflede. slîrew-d. wide-awakc, sncccssrîil
imen. -wio ow-e lithoe to tbe schools. but
w-ho are iîighly educaled mcanu inte best
seîîse o! titat ineli mîsused w-ord. Gel
liolul o! an eideriv mîan ot sense w-ho lias
fouglit a !almly good battle lu [ife, w-ho
loes a 11111e good rea(ling, and attends
persoually b lis ow-n tIbnking, w-ho
says bis say witltout any superstitIons
regard for the mules o! syntax w-ho
spends most o! llus cvcuings ln a quiet
home. and does not make binisel! a mnu-
bal imbecile by ruînning to everv kind o!
Meeting, -ho bunîmers ont ques tions on
hls own anvil. and cornes 10 conclusions
witbont asklng anybody's icave. gel
w-cil acquainied Wlh a man o! thal
kind. and an boum s conversation with
hilm may start more seed-tbougbts lu
your mînd than a day's attendance ai
a convention.

Every minister worbhy of tbc name
know-s whcre bis sermon topics are bo
bc !onnd. The source is Inexhaustible
and tbc variety infinite. Theme is one
kind o! ministeril povety that dloes
not deserve mucît sympat.by, and Ibat
is, povertv la texts. 51111, tbougb bbc
Bible Is a never-!a-illung founnain lu w-bicb
ecd minisbcr suouid find bIs 0-n top-
lcs, one may o! len bave a good texI or
tople suggested bv a nelghbour. Some
o! tîhe best. preachers w-e ever knew often
hegan n conversation iii Ibis way: "G-ood
dIa Y. Hom, are you ? Whal did you
urencli on inst u uv? We may tblnk
Ibul question bebind the limes, but Most
0f the men w-ho laid tbe foundatlon o!
tlie Preshvleminn Chureh in Canada, used
bo lalk limat ivi-. Sliould lte day
ever come w-heu Presbybemian mInIsters
tbink preaching a sccondary matter, Il
w111 bo somebody's duly to dig a grave
for the Chnmch. The corpse w-il soon
be mady.

Having found ai text or topic, let il
simmer. The besi sermons ordîuary
umen ever preach, are, as a mile, iliose
tîtat simmered long and w-crc wriiteu
quickiy.

The besi speeches arc generaily
ibose that simmered for months, and
werc dasbcd of! lu a condcuscd f orm
iu a few- minutes. A speech o!fIliat
kind !hardly ever fails to do somcibing.

Sbouid w-c "rcad up" on a topie be-
fore we ici ht simumer, or afbcrwards?
Gcncmally, w-c suouid say, bèfore. Get
aIl the ideas and Illustrations you eau,
and ict thcm simmer w-leu you lie<10w-n
ai Iîigl, wlien you aw-akc during the
niglît, if you arc unfortunate cnougb bo
be imouîbled lu that way; w-heu yon
aw-akc lu bhc morning, wliîen you go ont
for yonr valk-evcrywhlire, and jusi sec
if you donti soon have a speech or sier-
mon ibai wiii do is business.
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tbînk Ihat the leaven bas 10eV IlF4 nid
power, or the sait Its ohd savour, w-e

shall keep 1-t on the shelf, carefuilly iso-
lateU, and make ourselve-s believe timat
tijat is the truc way to do it honour.

Wlîat w-oud the MJaster say to it, 15
bhe questio-n to be put lu regard b auy
propiosali? The auswer ln tItis case Ns
found by rernemberi.ng thai Jesus taugLit
the Fat berbood o! God and the brother-
hood of man. Now, iîow does the Vatb-
er (lesire that w-e slîouid meet our bro-
thers? Ia the spirit of the .Iew-, w-hc
w-ould not eat -with others, nor meet
tlieM ILo a common piatform? lu the
spirit of the Phiarizsce, w-ho sprtd
Illinýseif, anud said to everyone else, "stand
by thiyscif, coîne not near to mie, for 1 arn
biolier than thou?" In bhe splrit of thio
bigotw-ho identifIes bis puddle w-lth le
ocean, w-ho thiiuks that lie possiesses ali
i rut b, and thaI otiiers neither pos.sess
nor w-isli to îîossess aîmy? Certaiuiy not.
But ln the spirit of Paul, w-ho liecanie
a Jew- to ibe Jew-s, lu order that lic
iniglit gain the Jew-s, and a Greek to
the Greeks, thai lie miiglît gainthe
Greeks. Stiil more, ~n the spirit of
Hlm w-lose lasI eommand w-as not 10
iiol(1 aloof fromn others, but to go !nt(-
ahl tle w-orld, telli-ng the good uews, aud
blîcrefore, to lie more rcady to tell thinî.
if ail the w-orld shouid he vlling to couic
t0 us.

Tliese w-ere iny views at the oabset.
Accomdingly, w-heu the PRev. Johin Henry
Barrow-s, D. 1D.. pastor of First Ilresby.,ter-
Ian Cliurcî, UChicago, wit li-oi bhe pro-
posai origitnatcd, wrote to me, 1 responul-
ed wlth wamm w-ords of sympathyr, anld
subsequently consented to respond for
Canada at the Weicornc meeting, and
nîso to ead a paper ou Presbyterian IRe-
union. Now- tiat 1 have been at the
Iarliaînu, 1 eau bruibfuily say iv bat
every one says w-io sees the Court o!
Honour at bhe great Exposition-cither
by (lay or by niglt,-" Lt is more beauti-
ful tlîau I had dreamed; the liai! bas
not, been told; and it caunot w-cIl ho
told, for ihere is nothiug with w-hidi
il eau be compared."

Time great sin o! tlîe Jew-:sli Cliîîrcli
w-as that il did not nnderstand the char-
acter o! Jeliovah, and, therefore, did not
un(lcrsbain( the oblecb 0f its owu dcec-
lion and te nature o!flts mi.ssion, lb
isoia.te(1 ibself from the moral order o!
the w-orld, and fancicd that .eios-ah
w-as a national Deity, and not the Goî
o! ail nations. Their prophets tried 10
teacli thcm, but. ihey mc! used to listen.
"God brougît, you up out, o! Egypt," said
Amos to them; "that ie qu5t.e truie, but
le lbw-as b bat ai-so limouiglit vour Plil-
isb lue eneuiies froini Caplor, a1,11lae
theni on bue rich coru-iaudls lesi<1.e yoii
and Heielbw-as w-ho also hrougbi youîr
l>(werful 'S3-mian neighuuotîrs fromn Kir."
Tihis w-as the teacbliug o! ail the great
propliets, but Israei would flot lis-
ten;. and 50 lPaul, lookiug back over
their h1fitory, declared that., duriug bbc
w-hole nincteen centuries fmom Abrabam,
God liad l)eeu stretching ont Ris bauds
to a disobedlient and gainsaying people.
The-y ausw-ered Paul as thcy bad ans-
wvered bis Master and bis predecessors.

lu tbc same w-ay, the sin o! the (Chlrii.
tian Clîurch bas been that 1t ibas not i'a-
dcrstood the character or the meihod (if
Jesus, and, tuierefore, lias uot doue
the work that Hie gave ht to do. And
s0 lime melaneuîoly tmutb bas to be con-
fessed, with sîame and confusion o!f face.
that ninetecu centuries afier Jesus badeA
Ris Chumch tell the good new-s to cvemy
ereabure, those Ibai are not Christians
are on thie increase lu tbe world. "The
heatlien and Moliammedan population o!
tbe w-orld is more by 200,000,000 bliani
It w-as .a hîudred years ago; w-hile the
couverts and Ilîcir famillesl do not amn-
amouni b o 3,000,000." Iliat, is *'tbe
iîîerease o! the heatben is, numerically.
more than seventy times greater than
tuat o! tbc couverts during bbc century
o! miossions," tbe ouly century i luviiuib
Protestantienm even pret-ends bo bave been
aw-ake. Is lt bîmat our Lord es strait-
ened? Or, timat w-e are straiteeud la

i-litai lie h'>a beevocri .iég-vrHI, burc

rcad them and consider, thelr signifI-
cant hîstorleal' settIngs, came home to
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fiiaany as inetvrceiaeltl(ii îfroîîîiodiMi
saw-!lu concrete forîn that God J~IWIufot
ieft Hiinself -wilhout w-ltness !lu £1àIY 1lafl
or age, and(ltiîat !lu every jlajtion, 111
that feareth God and w-or4eth 1 lgbt'
eousness; is acceptalble to hhn. The3r
learned what au inteii!gent study c> o
Holy Seripture im:*ght Ihave ta-ught theffl
that, even ut the timie %when IHe WSa
educating Israel, Hee had proI)hets out
side Israei, and that ile-the Tteril,'l
Pow-er and Iresenee, w-ho l thie true
lighit t hat lighiteth ev-ery uafl tht'
cometh into the -world-ha(l sIioflne
w-ondrous brilliancy ln some of thlill4e
and that to (leny their Ilht iN to ds
hionour Hlm. Wlittier's lUes cil
home to many with new power

In Vediever-de, tnduil oran,
Are messages, of love t<i man
The Angel,, to miîr Aryan sires
Talked liv the carliest houselîold lireos
'l'le prophets of the eider day,
The siant-eyed çsages of Cathay.
ltead Dlot the ri(ldle ai] amiss,
Of h!,gher I*fe evolved from this.

. %\ e met schiolarly, big-browvcd,el
(luent mien, wvho hadf travelled tîîousîlltdb,
of ailles tb listen respectfullv t o il tiltt
ehief exponuts of (ihristiatnitv lia( to
sî1Y. We found themn our eouals lunintel
lect ual ahility, lu purity of uiiira l59
iftlness of ideal, and Nerv- deidedî
our equals lu eonrtesy of mainners.-
that thev asked of us was thaitive slbOU
hear ther n l theîr turii. Tliev represef
ted hiundreds (-4 millions- of thleir
fello--countrynîen and clvlllza-tl)O~
hioary with age. Thev expîalued
to u S, with ail the dlsadvaftla
of using our language, i ustead Of
their own, the positious they ocCCuffP'
and the fundarnentai rel iglostit
that hia< beeu the life of Ilîcir respec-t'v
races' for centuries, and tlîey subifltted
thelr systerns t<î our tests. N lb nfot §8
clear as the sun ait noouday that, if We
hiad decliued to engage lu earuest, 5yn
pathet le, fraternal intereourse -ith el
men. judgrnent v-ould havec been giief
aguin.st us by default.i.nluhbbc igh cO
of hiumainitv, and1 that our Master WO"ld
have had cause to be ashamied of!-the
modern coules w-ho eau tlîemselIves 1
disciples ? Those seekers after God, Ve
l'ad corne to us from old Easteru ad
w-here the spiritual liaîs alw-ays been.6
teeme(l mighitier than bue iaeii
would have returued home to report tht
Chrlsti.anity shuins the Ili~t, and thfI I
evilenblv bals no seiltmulth t? l
nounce, as w-e did not dare to brmfl'eî
ont into the open. 1 eouilu ot hielp Lcel
ing that a grand occasion w-as offere 0Christ ianity:-,for w-e couid ePlan
light of day. to wise men from the aoi
the essence of our faith aud the secret C.'
its pow-er, w-hile at the same timie,
could hurnbiy confess our 0w-n fallures'
and ask their co-operation lu bringilfl to
fufilment bhe kinLydom of! God upon ealrdî
I feit, that after acknow-iedgi ug a il thet
is good lu Coufucius. lu Lao-tse, nlu '
tama, lu Menu, lu Zoroaster, lu' MObal,
med, w-e Couid point out that JesUe 1
the 'Son 0f God, the Savieur of nefl,1
an aitogether unique sense, th-at to i"
ail prophets wituessed, even though t'lie
knew Hlm not historieally, and that o
is exalted a Prince and a çzà-%Iour t
give repentance and- rernission of ;J00.
The occasion w-as altogether -unprece-
ilented. In no othier age o! the w-orl '
history couldj such a Congress havebef
convened. The ends of the w-orli 10
been broughit together. 'Steam -md el
tricitv are annihilating lime andmi f
Commerce and Britisli rule have madeeont
speech the language of progressive I0 el
everywhere. The uuitv of the wvorId[Ld
of the race is reaiizedl for the first tm
The spiritual urîitures and needs o!f 1 1e,
are feit to he bue saine. Profound Chall
ges lu our points eof. view banve taken laIe

once to bcd-rock.
Perbapr, the mosl striking isio

thaf was ziven to the reslstleEls 5 trengt'î
of the princinles of modern C' lvil
that are re.allv the fnndamentali PrlflCe
pies o! the Reformation, now a,ger*tilno
theniselves ln u mll'i-gour, was the Stt1


