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In'bis recent lecture on Presbyterian-
lent Dr. Langtry says there were no Ires-
byterlans for more than twelve hundIred'
years o1 the worid'-s l'istory. 'Tiiat %n-as
a bad tline for the wor]ld.

In addition to the report given in our
Iast Issue, as ta the returus front Presby-
terlee to the General Assembly of the U. S
chnrch, regarding the remit on ereed re-
vimion, 56 additional returnts have heen re-
celved. The returne now stand thus :
20 Presbyteries take no action, several an
thIe ground that the eommittee on reviision
was unconstitutionally fox'med; 30 approve
entire, 42 dispprove entire, thougli in a1
,maloilty of cases expreffling desire for a
new creed ; 46 approve in part, andi 51 re-
quet a new creed.

Principal MacVicar winds up a paper
In a recent nuntber of the Presbyteriitn
College Journal with the following sug-
gestive and helpful sentences. Would tiait
ail perorations were as sensible and use-
fnl. "Tihe present lis better than the paist,
a.nd thse future will be infinitely better
titan thse present. Away witl pesslmism
ini every connection. They are not the higli-
est style o! men, and ertakdly not thse trule
type o! Presbyterians, who are constant-
ly lookln.g along thee une of their nose In-
to thse dirt of thls world ratiier than look-
ing up ta Cod tosd to heaven and aspirlng
to tisings infinitely greater and better
than any yet realized. Let otur motta eVer

Certalinly looking along Illee une of anes
noise Idto thse dirt is not a dignified or
elevatlng kind of exerci.se for at Christians;
b~ut it lm exactly what tua asanty of iit4 are
doLrtg. Tihe upward look itise riglit me

The Bihll ntroduced by the Hou. Cmr.
Gibson thse other day providing for thle
eare o! Indigent ehildren is a gofiaone
and will receive thse support of bath sies
o! thse house. It hi flot a littie hiumiliatinx
that la a province o! churchies and scîtool-
houses snsuh a bill should be necessary,
but belng nec-essary it is siehl to hiave it.
Front some o! lt-s provisionjs we îvid le,
Lncllned to dissent, but taken as a wvioit'
it Is an excellent nieasure andi eau scare-
ly tail to acconmplish uriuli god(. TIse
chie! danger, as '.%r. Meredith point cd
ont, will corne froni fiussy, p)ro! ,siasI
phianthro>pifits, who siil avail tisenti-
selvee o! thse law to boister up their ownn
fado and advertise thetmselves generally

ccsme lnflrm Viey are palmed off on the
province to reileve friendas and mliiiicpal-
Ities o!fVieir care. Rteeentîy an attet
-wa mna»e Vo send to ns tslree vagrauts
wbo have for a numzber of years been conl
flud Vo thse gaoi of aone of thse larges%
and rieheet Countles, and whoe represent-
gtiveg- frola yea&r to year preslatentiy op-

pose the e'ection of a home for these des-
titute people. There Le no pretence tisat
t.hese people are Idiots, but the mutisor-
mtes and ý>iysieians arNe wlllng ta certify
that tliey are limecileii; and so are a great
inany 'more throughout tise country
t.lirougis age and want. If -e continue
ta recel-cevagrants anti paspers 1 I ill
lie necessary t-o extend tise buildings un-
definitely. Tisere shouid bescaisse law ta
coupel penuîriouus municipalities ta inake
proviision for t-lecene and support o! thme
poor, Instend of coounitting thens ta gaofl
with the isope that theyr may be ustimiate-
]y thrown npou tise Province for suipport-

The otiser day a isuntane judge ordered

tise prision garb te heu taken of! a poor aid
-moin, w-how-as psut un gaol in a rich eousnty

for tise criasse of being poor. helples-s haome-

less ami friendiems.

Tîsere le grisa humour is saying Vhat
tise B-riggs ca1se iii heu trieti by t-lie Gen-
eral Acsensbly o! thse Aisericisn chirchin i

a feu- days. Tise trial has bren going On

for yearc---ii tise newsspiipfrs. Tihe Newu

York Evaisgelist isas acqtilt-ted sins every

week for anar a tw-eivenioflti5 anti suise

o! tise otiser journals have found lutm guiitY
sex-eral lisndred timles. t is quite safe ta

é-sy that nise out o! ten atise isembers

o! m4sembly have madle 11)tiseir mindc on

tise case, anti knosr losv tlsey xiiivote
liare tise court le constituted. ia civil or

esisinal coiurts journals are punised for

tryitsg tus influence tise jury; but in %vnat
-ure califl pirit-ual courts a journal namy

f nd -a verdict and tisen help ta pack a jury
thlat silu caulse tatise sanse conclusion.
Are w-e ta have trial by nesrspapers un

t hiscocuntry? Ha-ving barrowedth ie (ierry-
msander from Anerican poitics, it înight
perhnip> heu w-eil for tise chuircli ta borraw
tise American plan o!f trying tiseoloZical

prafessurc îuy newspaper. As tise accuser
iseed not sigis .bic naine ta hic chiarge' anti
&nss keep iimself I tise dark, su-ile lie
stabs tise professlor tise evItience su-hi o!
course alwaYs be trutisfusl.

Last Saturday's nas Ativertiser
enys: t was a phe-asant iicideut-a lec-

tuire simier tise auspices o!faise congrega-
tiosi (Park Avenue Pregbyterlan), iseld li
tise churcis edifice o! anotiser congregation
(St. Azt Ix') t iliistrates .tise pleasant
rela1tion wihch unites ail thse iresbyterian

pastors anti cangregations o! Landais.
Tise lectiirer si-s tis ec-. LDr. Casen. pris-
cillato! Knsox College; t-le sîuhject, "A
Trip Through PaiesVine;" 1tise cisairman.
Rev. W. J. Clark; on tise plat!arm, also,
Rev. Ufessrs. Murray, Tallng, and Black,
jutd Rev. Mr. Wilson, returneti uissionary
frîsus inuia. Amlong tise i n tise audience
ivere likeinise Rer. Messrs. Gordon, Ayl-

mirti ssnd Ballantyne. After thse lecture,
wvieili xvas interesting anti instructive, as
su il a-s entertamning, votes O! tbankcsuwere

passedtitatise lect urer ansd ta St. AndIresu-"t
tisurcîs, for tise tise o! tiseir building. Prof.

[larron gave saine, organ musie previous
tus a-titi after tise lecture. O!fiDr. Cavell

it -is isot necassary ta speak at length.
'1wPresbyteri4in 'uuiurch tioes not acknoxn-

icuige any forsmai "leader," huitire dousbt
if axsyone cornes nearer ta tisat position
iitiouut dlesire an hlc part, than the

svortlîy leturer. Few men lui Canada
imite in so unique aluegree, tise cisiracter-
isticc o! gentienesa o! tienor, f irmuiesa
o! purpose, anti IuciitY a! mImd.

1- value whlci whhl not listen quletly ta un-
L palatable truthe, and mny observation

bas ueen that those who îipeak- aurih truts

un the P~ree Churcis affemtbies are apt tôa
be isowled down by an Impatient tisrong i
Tisere is a grea.t deal cd! vigorous speak- t
ing but tise assembly too often resembles
a nob) cheering a favorite, or jeerlng at t
an unpopukar opponent rather than a con- h
vocation o! grave anti reverend men tleli- s
hersîting together over the things o! the a
Ki1ngdom of GouL."

Let those who remeniber the discussions a
is the Canadian Assensbly on thse uefunct
SCott Act, or on tise Jesuit Estates Bill
5iy w-hethser there la not- a court nearer,
home thiat toa often siubtitutes "gregar- t
rions passion", isowling and stamping, for 1
tihe grave and res'erend deliberation thaté
shsould characterize a spiritual court.

t ls a thoneuand pities that Mr. Mac-
kenzie's bill providing for tiieetarly clos-
ing o! stores on Saturday evening shouid
have been go îsnceremonioss-sly hurtled out-
a! tise Local Legixlature. Indirect-iy, if
Pa~sse<l it, wotld have prevent-et a vast-
aimotnt a! Sabbath breaking. Ini every
town anti city o! Ontario tisere are va-
cant seats li th-e ghurches on Sabliath
forenOon1, jisit becau-se places of business
*ire kept open so late ansaturday ni-ght.
Tihe o-nly objetion ta tise iseasure w-ae
tuat lt wouid interfere with business.
Fifty laws on the statute book (la tisat
sery tising.

Speakinsg and voting for prohlibition
-ire not 'hy any means the only ways is
w-hicis the temperance cause can be ad-
vanced. The Paseing o! Mr. Macke-nzie's.ý
eariy cdoslng bill would have done a great
teal is tise way o! lesseniisg tise temptation
ta use liquor witi w-hielu a mort import-
ant part of thse cowmuiity is ber-et. Worn
(-nt with long hours and sveary with
waiting on cus3tomers, niany o! them un-
reasonable, la IV at ail w-onderfusl that
salesmen and atiser employer, us stores are
tempted ta resort Vo the tise o! stimulants
on5 Saturday rslgh-t? TisoNe wluo know
somert'hblng of the iser busiiùess life of
towns know isow strong tise teinptation
is; and tisey algo know- tiat li too iuany
cases it Is not successfuly resisted. Tise
ueputa tion Vhat wa ited on thle -gov-ern usent
ta dliseuss prohibition asigut s-ery siehl
lias-e gis-en Mr. Maekenzie st lift wsith hic
pusatical me-asure, and w-e tisink tise lion.,
gentlemanun hunseif shsoulil have forcet i ls
bill ta a division; iore especially as tise
princlipai opponent N-as a Roman Catih-
ahic, w-base Ideas on tise Sabbatli are per-
laps not nated for strictnews.

Tlireo clergymîen representlng tise Angli-
can, tihe Presbyterian andtihie Methodist
rhturches respect ively-thief Irst na-îned tise
lie-. Dr. Bratuke, fronst I-nglantl, tise second,
tise Ras-. Mr. MeIGregor frons Scatlaisd, aund
tise third, the ies-. Mr. Insvootl fruits Ire-
iandI-liare been spending tise iast
week in Toronto, anti hatve iseit
sitternoon ani eveuing mueetings for
four consecutise dssý un Association
Hall. Tîsete meetings hsave been siehl
uttended, andtihie people evlientiy inter-
este>i anti prof ited by thises. 'The range
a! subje-et witisslicistbeylhav-e deait bas
been wide and prae<lcal. Tiese ins o!fIn-
temperance, impurity of!lilte and language,
tise varions foarmesao! worldluness, anti gen-
erail Indifference ta earnest religions life !i

1 ing a nusuiber o! otheur <tties ln Ontarlo on
Fi their way ta Chicago whfrè they go ta
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e<lueatlonal valie.
Tise exiterlence (d thie city 1,

avallable. Heure a plebîscîte wast5e
ait tise annnal Municipal electione (and',-

no extra expense except for thse prlibMe"~
o! tise votlng pipers) on Vhso simpi le
tion.
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usst Mr. Moody is evangelletic workdIf
ng the World's Fair. They are ail ufl»Ie,-
terý i-n harneffs, their congregations sUPiP
their own pulpit diirIng thoir absence, Pal
thew. their regular salaries anti give thel
pernîismtion ta go on tisis work. Tsey Per*1
sonailyreee notising for what tisey do,
and are glad ta do wlsat they do lIn tu
Unlt-ed States and Canada on thse streng9th
and confidence of tiseir own churcises at
home. This is certaunly commendable,
bathl on tIhe part of thesechurcheo and thelr
ministers; and ail who have lstenedt>
thmen sihi 1*ready to bid thens God-gpeed
both for their ow-n, and thoir svark 0'

PROHIBITION.

If not serious. division juot now In thse
Prohibition ranks In thîs Province, thele
im at least satine confusion; and If not pOSi>
tive jealousy, a slLght degretu-of 0 ye'
heated enthusiasua on the part of't! e
wing whlcis prIdes iteýel! on being ln U
vance o! everyboiy else on the s ï bject v

Prompt and total prohibition of thse rnailtU.
facture, importation and sale o! ail ln'
toxlcating drinks as a beverage just
soon ais It can l>e enacted with safety t

tise great objecte sought by sucish
measure, sisould be the mottao!o ail 'Whofi
acknowledge thbe immense evils of tihe
liquor traffic. But thse tan who bas h'
foot upon thse breaks un certain juncture
!i, even a mo<.re valuable mnan tisan lie Wt
with -%yhlp is hand bastens tise s
wisen steadinesel and caution are ta lue ee%
ercis-ed.

We believe this country ta be ripe, 1
one sense, for suck a measure. In anothef j
sense, it Io not. To bringt It wlthln easy!l
coipass o! tisouglit, suppose this Pr~
vince to cansist o! one hundreil, o! wl1flaý 1
use wouid seventy be lin any contest, Pro'~
viding tise remalnlng thlrty liad commiuao
of tacties, skll and advantage o! preOcca';
pancy or position, rs6.-s ta be able ta
throw their opponesuts ln thle - politicel
arena? Po-pular majoritleo are nuit
ways able ta rule in Canada.

Lt etnst be reniembered tisat Ontario,

tioes not s3tand ahane. 14fe Is a part of
the Dominion of Canada. Yea, she l
part of thse Britishs Empire. And it P
pears tisat "the prlvy council lias rept1I"
ated thc- dea af there being any distlle«
tion between retal and whole-sale." i' J
thlen, there be no such distinction lu la"~
and tise, Ontario Legisiature lias Oe
ta do anytising, It bas power ta abli 1 '
bath tise wisole6aie and retaîl triffle..
Thse Marter bill, then, is only a hal! xneo
sure'. and aur prohibition driver shOut9 .
and cracks' the whip ta make but Onet

viteel of the coacis spin whlle the atber
t-hree refuise ta turis. For ourselveS, W
nccept the fusil anti candid statett of -
the Premier as lionest, antI true tat
l)est interesit. of tise prohibition of tise
liquor traf!ic. Lt taxes aur juatien Wt

be told what lielias said so plainlY ilti '
clearly, but the cultivation o! that Virtne
may stand ns la good stead -listise tiffle

ta corne. And we <tan afford ta wait w1e
lie bas sa frankly sat~ that lie thinks thee
are ways in whîch taO test tise Valldity
-! pr-ibto--MscoûierbeprIt.


