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notes of the Wleek.

‘Hone of the great Roman Catholic di-
left, ¢ It England, Rev. Dr. Sullivan, has
he Church of Rome.

at::nl;ezmt’ed that Abraham Lincoln never

ang yep the schools more than six months,

selecteq l:'he professors at Oxford recently

a'ml?le I8 speech at Gettysburg as an ex-
of the best English prose.

t Not::thstanding the sentiment agalnst
llnu: In Austria the new archbishop
ve pre Z, who isa converted Jew, will
trigg pcdence over every one in the Aus-
Periy) tmpil‘e, except members of the im-

4mily, who are in direct succession
) throne,
™ —

4 he U. p, Missionary Record reports

pyo;r:;sregal'd tu the year’s [linance, the
Yepe, e of the previous year has not been
» €Xeept In the case of the Zenana
ade";'ea:;e Foreign Mission Fund shows
of fully £3,000,about two-thirds

feh appears under ‘“Legacies.”

A —
-the DHr:ngariu“ statistician has discussed
live o fﬁr age to marry. He sets twenty-
for o ¢ lowest age for men and twenty
'h()md(::;:“' Women below thirty-five

der tp, marry men over fifty, and men
th| Tty should not marry women over

Tty-five.
mltf,:;lnve’ thege follies are not often com-

-_—
T. w Russell, M.P., who recently
Toronto, says the Caunadlans “are
the Fn:. Tule a drinking race, and that
m“’%ltyeh Peaguntry, who form a large
“ugly 0 Quebee province, are notori-
Reoty, m;“"ber race. He finds that the
8, o 18 & cuccess I the Maritime Pro-

SDeclaily Nova Scotia.

My,
Visl
n%ted

T _ .
%lahoug" the climate of Orkney, with its
dirg ntda and gea spray would seem very
ling 3, from that of California, yet we

ntly msmp("'t of the Conifer Conference
Uative on} ued, that the Cypress, which is
;":(}am Y Ina small strip of the coast

0
™aia, flourishes and increases in
COttish home.

Dr_ JOhn\_“

Rreuﬂon Hall recently urged his con-
tion or t0 make their annual contribu-
“arrg the support of the mission work
lor ¢ Ob by them. The day appointed

anq Collection wags unusually stormy,
a"'el‘&l,ge attendance was mueh below the
81,5’ Yt the contribution amounted to
Vlety ¢, The Interior aptly remarks: The

tha
Pockes, t linds 1ts way so readlly -to its
: Ves evidence of vitality.

i
i

& Wx-ialris d0 not tell everything,” says
“’Qy do te;l the Migsionary Herald, “but

! this: that the Chinese Christ-
chl'lsuan:‘,?"c" glve more than American
iy 8 the The figures to which he re-
e v rl;"- With & membership of 161

Ing, Us churches of California, the
83,29 ve raised, during the past year,

top g O fOr ay
eacy membey., benevolences,_ or $39.07

Gl&qst ——
:;t » say: ::elms now attained a greater
hey me Pall Mall Gazette, than any
;:ached. Lommmister of England ever
bl:the Qe g Lalmerston died in haraess,
a hd&y, Ch‘;the eve of his eighty-second
“ag 1y ~seven ;h&m dled at seventy, Fox
%tn!ty.eig t: itt at forty-seven, Canning
tw With hlg,f 8nd when 8ir Robert Peel
0. af] uatal accident he was sixty-
2 elghty.s?e_n attained the good old
f . ; %, but did not hold oftice
at ge venty-four. Lord Beacons-
hi Velty-geven. Gladstone has

d
® eighty-thira year,

'

%m;,‘,‘;‘g

Dr. Boyd, the “country parson,” tells
a good story about the late Cardinal Man-
ning. “A youth who had recently ‘gone
over’ went down on his knees in a Pro-
testant drawing-room amid a large party
before dinner, and asked the cardinal, who
entered, for his blessing. The magnificent
old man looked decidedly ruifled, and said
in impatient tones, without any punctua-
tion: “God bless you get up sir!” and
turned away.”

It is curious to note that the ideantities
of both the Scotch thistle and the Irish
shamrock cause difference of opinion. Mr.
Colgan, in a paper which appeared recent-
ly in the first number of the Irish Natural-
ist, collected specimens from eleven differ-
ent counties in the Emerald Isle of plants
each considered in its district as the sham-
rock, and found that two different species
of clover were gent, some counties declar-
ing for Trifolium minus and some for Tri-
folium repens. The former plant is, we
think, most generally considered as the
national emblem, but when it grows lux-
uriantly, and often when in flower, it is
discarded as an impostor.

In his report of an expedition of 1891,
the inspector general of Egyptian teles
graphe traces the barrenness of the ecoun-
try between thz Nile and the Red Sea to
the destruction oi trees, during the last
twelve cenfuries, by the Arab and his
camel. The animal has fed on the leaves
and green shoots, and his master has
gradually used up stems, roots and bran-
ches for charocal. Even now spots in
Egypt are being made desert in this way;
and it is suggested that a like cause may
explain the disappearance of frankincense
and spices from Southern Arabia, the form-
er multitude of horses and chariots in Pal-
estine, and the greater early fertility and
population of many countries of import-
ance in history.

A curious story of the recent fog in Lon-
don is told. A gentleman found himsell
completely nonplussed and unable to find
his way home, though within almost a few
doors of his own house. Hearing a foot-
step approaching, he waited, and asked
the owner if he knew where they were.
“Perfectly,” was the reply; “where do
you desire to go?” The gentleman ex-
plained. ‘““Oh,” said the stranger, cheer-
ily, “that is almost at hand. Trust your-
geli to me and I will lead you to your
door.” Arrived there, he accepted the gen-
tleman’s thanks, and then laughingly said,
«I dare say if you had known what I am,
you would have hesitated to place yoursell
under my care.” “That would have de-
pended,” replied the gentleman, now eye-
ing his rescuer furtively. “Well, I think
you would,” said the other, “for I am
blind.”

It is reported that evangelical Episco-
palians In the northern Irish diocese are
much exercized concerning the conduct of
a clergyman in their neighbourhood, who,
in writing to the press the other day, Is
said to have ridiculed Archbishop Plunk-
et’s work in Spain, and to have expressed
a preference for Romanism. This many of
his co-religivnists are Very uatgry about;
but it seems that, according to the consti-
tution of the Disestablished Chureh, it is
very difficult to Interfere with the delin-
qu:nt. When, after Disestablishment, the
Episcopal Church wus reconstituted, a
Presbyterian ¢lement was fntroduced, but
only toa very limited extent, and mainly
in connection with appointments to vacant
parishes. It seems unfortunate that the
sister church did not then make her con-
stitution Presbyterian enough to enable

her to deal effectually with anyone who
eats her bread and at the sume time de-

rides her doctrine.

PULPIT,PRESS AND PLATFORM.

The Interior: fThe death of Phillips
Brooks is mourned by the church universal,
because he was its greatest living repre-
sentative. He loved Christ and all His
people. He knew no distinctions between
those who loved the Lord.

Presbyterian Banner : The best pre-
ventive against error, and the most help-
ful means of grace, is a thorough and prac-
tical knowledge of Bible truth applied to
the heart by the Holy Spirit. The lack
of this is the cause of much weakness in
the Church and many defections. )

Presbyterian Witness: The altar came
before the temple. The family altar must
be set up first, and from it must ascend
the morning and evening sacrifice. Other-
wige the Temple and its services, the
chureh with its ordinances, will be of lit-
tle avail. See first of all, see now to the
¢ Church in the House.”

Montreal Witness : Mr. Charlton is one
of the few private members of Parliament
who conselentiously strive session aiter
session to do their duty as a legislator. Not
a session passes in which he does not at-
tempt some real reform both of the crim-
inal and civil law. He studies the sub-
jects he deals with, and gives a great deal
of careful thought to measures which have
no connection with party.

United Presbyterian: Very few of the
thousands, who are dalily carried to and
fro by the power of electricity, have any
understanding of its power or of the me-
thods by whieh 1t is utilized ; and yet‘
they are wisely content to accept of the
benefits which are by this means confer-
red upon them. There is also a ‘“‘mystery
of godliness” which may be rejected, sim-
ply because it Is a mystery, or accepted,
even though a mystery, because it offers
countless blessings. The children of this
world are in their generation wiser than
the children of light.

Christian Instructor : There is no other
or better way than for the sower to go
on ‘“sowing beside all waters” in the
morning and in the evening withholding
not his hand; for ‘ he knows not which
shall prosper, whether this or that, or
whether both shall be alike good.” He
may often be In tears and say, ‘“ Who hath
believed our report, and to whom is the
arm of the Lord revealed ?” But he will
one day bring back his sheaves rejoicing.
It is not to the successful revivalist alone
that the reward, Well done, good and
faithful servant * * enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord,” will be given, but to
every one who I8 taithtul.

Rural New Yorker : It ought not to re-
quire more courage to state the facts
about the liquor traffic than to discuss
the tariff or questions of finance or busi-
ness. We gave exact figures to show that
this drink question Is the greatest eco-
nomic and social problem before the peo-
ple to-day. No man can deny that state-
ment, because it is true. Men may hon-
estly differ on other matters. But who
will defend the rum trade? The liquor
business as a business is utterly inde-
fensible on any moral or sound political
or economi¢ ground. It bullds up no pro-

ductive industry, it does not foster the
home or lead to patriotism or love of

country ; it does not stimulate honour,
economy, industry, or any other virtue un-
der the sun. Itis thoroughly harmful,
and yet It 1s the greatest and most power-
ful business that present civilization knows
of. .

- Christ.

Joseph Iarker: When a Dissenter be-
came a Churchman he at once rose from
below the middle height to at least six-
teen feet in stature. The growth was
marvellous in its rapidity. There was,
however, a tallness which instantly sug-
gested weakness and a premature grave.
Was there any real approach between con-
formity and nonconformity ? Not a bit,
nor should there be. The Churchman hat-
ed the Dissenter, not personally but in an
official and ecclesiastical sense. For his
(Dr. Parker’s) part he would have nothing
to do with the clergy who would be.friend-
ly to him on the platform, and not recog-
nize him as a minister of the Gospel. It
was simply a surprise to him how minis-
ters in the Established Church of Scotland
could make common cause with their
brethren in England who denied thelr
right to be called ministers at all, retusing
to recognize the orders of such men as Dr.
Chalmers, Dr. Norman Macleod, or Dr.
Caird.

Theodore L. Cuyler : There is another
Christian to ‘whom money-giving comes
easy ; the clasps of his purse never grow
rusty. He will cheerfully draw a bank-
cheque for you, if you will excuse him
from any personal labour for the cause of
Work is his eross. He likes to
commute with his conscience by making
some liberal donations, on condition that
he is not asked to teach in a mission
school, or to serve on committees, or go
out on visitations among the poor, or to
do anything which requires time and per-
sonal effort. Now such a person ought
never to be excused. He needs to be set
to work for his own gpiritual good; he
needs exercise; his soul’s health requires
that he shall be put to some sharp and
patience-trying 1labour. A long tramp
every Sunday afternoon, and a couple of
hours teaching Inaschool of ragged
youngsters would give him a better diges-
tion of his Bible food, and a grand ap-
petite for his evening family-worship. To
dislike a duty is commonly a good reason
why it should be undertaken.

Rev. Alex. Cowie: Who is the *{ree-
thinker ?”’ The term is often applied to such
as are sceptical and unbelieving, and it is
that by which such sometimes seek to be
known. But is it properly applied? Is
it not a ‘“ question-begging” title? In po-
litical strife, it Is a common expedient
for one party to adopt for itself a name
which shall be an argument and commen-
dation, and to give to the opposite party
a name which shall be a refutation and
reproach. In theological discussion a sim-
ilar method is sometimes employed. Let
a doetrine be stigmatized as ‘‘ heretical,”
and with some there is an end to all fur-
ther investigation ; they forget that names
are not arguments. In like manner;there
are those to whom it has only to be sald
that the doctrine expounded is ¢ orthodox”
to ensure swift but uncritical condemna-
tion ; orthodoxy is their ‘bete noire.” A
man Is not necessarily ‘ narrow’ because
he is broad, or ‘ broad” because he is
heterodox. It is not the mere acceptance
or rejection of a doctrine, but the spirit
and temper In which it is accepted or
rejected, defended or advocated that shows
a man to be narrow or broad. The so-.
called ¢ free-thinker” may, in renouncing
Christianity, have given evidence of preju-
dice, bigotry, shallowness of judgment,and
his conversation show that his thought
has not been free, but rather the docile
slave of pride. The true freethinker is he
who thinks according to the laws of cor-
rect thinking, who honestly and earnestly
seeks with unbiassed mind to ¢ prove all

things” that he may “hold fast that which
is good.”



