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Pur Contributors,

SUMEL LESSUANS THAT MAY bR LLARNED
FRUOM THE Libl b S5IR JOHN.

BY RNONONIAN

The life that has just closed, like every other long, event-
ful and busy life, may be used to teach some imnportant les-
sons. Reading the record ot Sir John's eatly days, perhaps
the fiest thing that strikes one is the pleasing fact that early
disadvantages do not

BAR THE WAY TO PROMOTINN

in Canada. Sit Joha Macdonald was not born with a silver
spoon in his mouth. Like many another Highlander, his
father came to Canada not to spend a fortune, bui to seek a
home and bread fot his family. His son, the future Prem
ier, had not as good an opportunity to get an education in
Kingston in those days as a score of boys now have in every
town io Ontario. Queen’s University was not then founded.
Dr. Reid tells us in his Jubilee speech that he saw Sir John
for the first time at a meeting held in Kingston to take steps
to found a aniversity.  The Premier, that was to be, moved
a resalution, but, as he himself put it, was too modest to
make a speech.  The elaborate and costly educational ma-
chinery now running at full blast in Oatario was not thought
ot when Sir John was a boy. The Ontario Minister of Edu-
cation was not then born. There was no law school in those
days. Jsuat young Macdonald overcame those early obstaclcs,
worked his way into the iegal profession and was soon recog-
nized as a prominent and nising member of the Kingston Bar.
When he entered pohitical life his path was not much masier
than when he entered the legal protession.  It1s no secret
that the Family Compact did not regard the youthful member
for Kingston with favour. But John A, as he was then
called, soon worked his way through the Compact until he
got a firm footing on the political ladder.  The blue-blooded
aristocrats speedily found out that the Kingston youth had to
be reckoned with in every move, and it was not long until he
had the making of the moves himself.

Two' other young men began lite in Kingston about the
same time whose achievements also illustrate the pleasing
fact that in Canada lack of wealth or influential connections
need never keep back a deserving young man, Oliver
Mowat was fifty years ago a student in Sir John’s office,
and Alexander Mackenzie was about the same time working
in Kingstoa as a stone mason. Both of these men have had
distinguished careers, but neither had any special advantages
in his young days. Can anybody name three Canadians who
began life amidst Juxury and wealth and accomplished as
much as John A. Macdonald, Alexander Mackenzie and Oli-
ver Mowat ? Does anybody say they own nothing more than
colonial distinction? Well, to win distinction in one’s own
country and among one’s own people 1s surely as honour-
able as to be distinguished merely because you are the son of
your father.

A second iesson taught by Sir Joha’s life 1s that

TO BE SOMEBODY YOU MUST DO SOMETHING,
The key to much of Sir John's success is found in the first
political document he ever published. In his first address to
the electors of Kingston he said : —

Ia a young countiy like Canada I am of upinion that it is of more

consequence to endeavour to develop its resources and improve its
physical adyantages than to waste the time of the Legislature and the
money of the psople in fruttless discussions on_abstract and theoreti-
cal questions of governmert. One great ubject of my exertions, if
clected, wilt be to direct the attention of the Legislature to the set
tlement of the back townships of the district, hitherto so utterly ne-
glected, and to press for the construction of the long-projected plank
toad to Perth and the Ouawa, and thus make Kingstun the market for
a large acu fertile Jhough bitherto valueless country.  This desirable
object once attained, the prosperity of our town will be established
on a firmer basis.
That paragraph throws more light on Sir John’s career than
any half-dozen columns we have seen published about him.
He thought it was better to get the back townships settled
and build a plank road to Perth than spend the time and
money of the people discussing * abstract and theoretical
questions of government.” He wanted a positive policy that
would develope the country and promote the material inter-
ests of the people. From that day until the day he was
stricken down he always had, or seemed to have, some plan
for improving the country.

The lesson here is obvious and it ought to be learned in the
Church as well as in the State. To obtain and retain the
confidence and esteem of {reec men you must do something
worth doing and keep on doing 1t. No man can make or
keep a position for himself by nibbling at other men's work.
Criticism, even when just, never gave a man enduring popu-
larity and influence ; where unjust it never failed to make
him a nuisance.

There are men in every Church--the Presbyterian hasits
full share—who have no particular desire to occupy a back
seat all their lives. Far be it from us to blame them. Am.
bition of a certain kind is a virtue. Any man with a heart
in him would like to leave a.good record for the sake of his
family if for no other reasons. The mistake, however, that
some aspiring m:n make is in trying to build up by pulling
somebody eise down. They eapect to become Lknown and
mfuentiai, tot by wotking, bul by assaling some other
mans work. The thing cannue be doae. A man may make
a ute noise fuz a ume by assaiiang suieebody or some-
thing, but when the noise is over the man who made it is
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generally disliked by a good many people and treated with
contempt by a good many more.

If you want political, municipal or ecclesiastical honours,
£0 into the political, muniupal ot ecclesiastival arena and do
something that desetves them. If you merely stand outside
and throw stones at those who are working within, you get
no lasting distinction, and some of the men within may throw
the stones back and raise an artificial bump on that portion
of your organism that is charitably supposed to contain
brains. Sir John's life also shows in a remarkable way the
valve of

CONCILIATORY POLICY.
He could keep more men of opposite tastes, opinions and
prejudices at peace and at work in his Cabiget than ary
Premier the warld has seen in the last half century. Uncer
his genial influence the fiery French Catholic and the O
tario Orange leader could take sweet counsel together. The
Prohibitionist and the distiller, the Equai Rights man and ihe
Jesuit, were likely to reconcile their differences after a word
of exhortation from the old man. Some of his own fr ends
thought that at times Sir John carried the conciliatory pclicy
to an extreme. Perhaps he did, but his success shows that
in the management of affairs the conciliatory policy is usu
ally the best.  All p.gilistic men, and many young men not
specially pugilistic, think that the best way to do things is
by force. They want to fight everybody that does not agree
withthem. Like every other Highlandman, Sir Juhn could
fight when he had to, but he was too wise a man to fight for
the mere love of the thing.  For one victory that he ever won
by fighting, he won ten over opponents and over obstacles
among s own friends by conciiation.  There may be tumes
when 1t 15 one’s duty to fight, but they come seldom i the
hife of an average man. In the ordinary affairs of every day
life the concihatory policy 1s nearly always the successful one,
Sir John's hife also shows the marvellous power of a
MAGNETIC MANNER.

Bushnell contends that every man carries an * atmos-
phere” with him, and that the atmosphere of some men is
repellant, »*ile that of other men is attractive,  Sir Johan's
atmospher. was attractive. He had the peculiar power of
fascinating his fellowmen, and mauy a political opponent fell
under that power. Natuie may not have given to every man
an attractive atmosphere, but it certainly 1s the bounden duty
of every man to see that lis atmosphere 1s not repulsive.

The deceased Premier’s career strikingly illustrates the
power of good books to

KEEP THE MIND VIGOROUS
at three-score and ten, Like his great rival, Alexander Mac-
kenzie, Sir John was a devourer of books. From his boy-
hood he was a reader. It is utterly impossidle for any man to
be attractive and influential for long unless ke reads. A
starved mind soon becomes a dull mind,  There is one more
lesson of much importance that may be learned from this
wonderful life, and that is that a man succeeds best in poli-
tics if
HE LIKES POLITICS.

Sir John liked public life. So does Gladstone. So does OQli-
ver Mowat. So does Alexander Mackenzie. So does every
man who makes a high mark as a statesman. A whining
politician never succeeds. The people soon tire of his moan-
mg. Ifaman cannot serve the people without groaning
about it he should get out of the way. Sir John never com-
plamned. Mr. Mowat never complains. George Brown never
complamed. Alexander Mackenzie might well be excused f
he complained, but he never does. Gladstone has had many
a hard kaock, but the Grand Old Man said not long ago that
this 1s the best half century for pubhic work and the British
the best people to work for the world ever saw. The lesson
here is obvious. Chronic complainers never give effective
service to the State. It may be questioned if they ever give bet-
ter service to the Church.

To be compelled to follow a calling one does .not like is a
great misfortune. Of all the callings in this world the min-
istry is the one into which nobody should enter unless he l:kes
the work.  If there were some way of quietly putting every
man out of the ministry that does not enjoy doing his duty,
the Church would gain immensely.

TERUSALEM REVIVING.

WONDROUS EVENTS.

“ Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only
doeth wondrous things.” And wondrous indeed are the things
He has done recently in that far cff land of freedom and
religious liberty, the United States of America.  As a watch-
man on the walls of Jerusalem, and a faith{ul sentine), it is my
duty to chronicle those wondrous events and emphasize their
important bearings and significance, lest in these hurry-
skuiry days, with the electric wires piling up and jumbling
current events in concise, curt phraseology, the trivial and
most momentous alike, they should fail to arrest dus atten-
tion, evoke intcrest and prayer, and call forth praise and ado-
ration to Him who sits on the Throne of Providence, control-
ling and moulding all events in the history of the world, to the
accomplishmeat of His purposes cf love and mercy toward
mankind and the¢ promotion of His own glory and praise.
And this is all the more important and necessary when those
wondrous events transpiring around us are marvellously prug-
nostic of the approaching fulfilment of prophecy regarding the
ancient people of God and the land of theu pattimony—of
events predicted thousands of years ago.

[JUNE 17th, 18¢1,
]
A REMARKABLE CONFERENCE,

The Christian,world is indebted to the Dasly Inter.0.n
of November 25 and 26, for a full thrilling account ofy
most rematkable Conference between Jewish tabois gy
Christian divines of different denomsnations n the great oy
of Chicago, and in the First Methodist Episcopal Chug
lasting two successive days and occupying the afternoons ay
evenings, amid crowded, enthusiastic audisnces of Jews a
Christians co-mingled, on *“ The Past, Pre: ent, and Fulureq
Israel "~a most significant sign of e times we hvey
whose issues it is beyond the ken of the wisest man 10 fur
tell.

That grand Conference, of far-reaching results, wy
brought about by the devoted, indefatigable exertions of
earnest scrvant of the Most High God, my dear frieng, w;
W. E. Blackstone, of uak Park, whose praise shoud t;
the Churches throughout Christendom as a noble exampie o
a life consccrated to the Master's glory, and of deep inteng
m the welfare of the Jews, It was a unique, unparaiey
Conference ; and the Jnser-Ocean should stereotype its secox
parts, contaunng the addresses, etc., of those raotis ag
divines, for generations to come.  All honour to God s choses
instrument, and all giory, adoration and praise to Him  wy
1s wonderful 1n counsel and magnificent i wisdom (g
xxvi 29.7; and may Chicago’'s name and its first Meinogy
Emscopal Church remain enshrined in the hearts ot an toren
of the jews |

MY LETTERS TO, AND LECTURES Qn, JEWS

1 bave abundant re,son to bless and praise the Lnd fy
that Conference and its glorious outcome  In the winter 4
1889, my friend, Mr Rlackstone, visited the Holy land )
on his arrival and before his departure we conversed and -x
ferred on the spiritual condition of the Jews in this and othe
lands, and at his desire 1 furnished him at cost price withils
following publications of mine: * Letters to the Jesy
1,100 copies; *Letters on the Trinity of Geod,” of fn
letters each, 500 copies ; ** Lectures on the Jews,” 750 setsd
three each, 2,250 copies ; total separate cogies, 3,850.

I should wholly mistake the practical character of oy
friend if I did not take for granted that between the sprng ¢
'89 and the autumn of '9o0 he must have been distributio
those “ Letters ” and * Lectures ” to the best advantage, a!
thereby paving the way !o that great result—the Conferes
between Jews and Christians in Chicago, which has bors
glorious fruit.

Of those * Letters * of mine to the Jews upwards of 2r o0
are now in the hands of Jews in the United Stat.s aloae,
thanks to the co-operation of the American Tract Socety,
the Rev. Jacob Freshman, of New York, and my dear friead,
Mr. Blackstone. The Lord has sent me a libera! donats
{c: printing more of that serial of * Letters to the Jers"
which I hope to do, D.V., during the forthcoming hot season,
but I want means for reprinting the others, of which | b
but few left ; as also for translating and circulating them
Hebrew, Judeo-Spanish, French, etc, for which there 1521 .
urgent demand. May He move the hearts of others of His
stewards to provide for this also.

A GLORIOUS OUTCOME—PALESTINE TO BE RESTORED
TO THE JEWS,

That extraordinary, rematkable Conference has hada
happy and wondrous outcome, consisting ot a memorial to
the Presideat of the United States in favour of the restoratios
of Palestine to the Jews, just as Greece, Servia, Roumamu
and Bulgaria have beer given back to their natural owners
The memorial solicits the President to summon a Confereste
of the powers, great and smail, to consider the condition of
the Jews, their cl2ims as rightful heirs of the land of Isnt
and snme pacific mods of giving them possession of their pa!
rimony. It was numerously and influentially signed by edi
tors of newspapers, ministers of all Churches, and leading mes
officials and others, of the great cities of the Union ; and pre:
sented to the President in the White House, by Mr. Blak
stone, after an interview with the Hon. James G. Blaine, S%
retary of State, who cvinced a kindly interest in the object of
the memonal and promised to do whatever he could to pio- |
mote it. Well and justly did Mr. Blackstone remark to tbe
President that “ not since the days of Cyrus, King of Persiy
has any ruler had such an opportunity ”—a splendid occasics
to immortalize his name, he might have added. No otby
Power than the United States could uphold and forward that
grand project with greater disinterestedness, and consequently
greater weight, for attaining a peaceful and equitable solutioa
of the momentous problem. No one could suspect the United
States of any territorial ambition or of any other motive thid
the purest philanthropic benevolence toward a long-perse §
cuted, oppressed, and trodden-down people.  Wounld oo §
the Pigrim Fathers sing for joy that the land of their sem: §
exile should now procure the restoration of Palestine to tht 3
Jews? g

On the 2ud inst. (May), I received a most friendly lette:
from Mr. Blackstone, full ot interesting information and cor §
ening a cheque for $25— 45 2s.—for this mission, 1n whichbe
takes a lively, prayertul, practical interest, as is proved by ks §
generous, welcome gift. -

A DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE JEWS.

Replyin3 to it on the gth iast, 1 wrote . ** May 1 siget? §

an sovitation to all Chusuians in both hemsspheresic ! B
apant a day—a whole day -of prayer for the Jews, that Gt
may move the heants of ihe President ~f your great cost?- B8
and of all Christian princes and governors to zeal and perst



