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the grace of God, in the work of man’s salvation’, is in harmony with
the spirit and doctnioe which s Yromincnt throughout the whole of
Seriptute.  Ana any teaching which delracts from the glory and sov
ereignty of God in the work of man’s redemption is not in harmony
with the teaching of the Scriptures. This is a vahd test of doctrine :
docs it magnify God, or does it take away from Ilis sovereignty?
And it is a test which, if borne in mind, would tend to keep the
Chuech (ree from error.

To keep this truth prominent is to lift up to a hgher planc the
whole work of the Chnzch.  In the great evangelistic movements of
the day, as well as in the small ones, therc is a tendency quite to
bring God’s work of grace within the bounds and measure of man's
arithmetic, to reduce 1is working to methods and times which man
has prescribed. Tt would appear from some teacbing, as if it were
man who was conferning a favour on the Almighty by listening to and
accepting his terms. It is the presence and ability and originality of
man that makes meetings interesting and profitable. It is man that
15 offended with God, and judges God, and puts aside God as scems

02 to him, while the Almighty is presented as a powerless candi
ﬁnlc for the suflrages of sinners.  Ivangelism or public teaching
that encourages such views, that encourages irreverent thoughts of
God, ot of Yis worship, or of IT1s house, or of His mimstey, vt of His
Word, no matter what goad it may seem to do, is only demoralizing
and injurious and to be condemncd. In the second place, in regard
to worship—which is an act of the soul and a duty which is made too
lttle of, indeed, seems to e lost sight of altegether, and to give way
to something in the nature of a popular cotertainment. [t 1s the
claim of an iafinitely great and holy God which brings the wor-
shipper to His house, ‘I et us magmfy IHis holy name together.
Let us praise Hm for His mighty acts, praise 1lim according to Ilis
excellent greatness.” That is the graud conception of worship pre
sented to us in the Church of old. The whole seevice is to help us, to
teach us, to give us an opportumty to praise and glorify God. This
should be the inspiration of it, Man dedicating his genius, dedicating
his instruments of music, dedicating his powers of mind and speech,
not o provide an hour's entertainment to his fellow creatures, but to
speak of the glorious honour of Iis majesty, and of His wondrous
wetks.  So would all our worship be elevated in its character, and
the itreverences of our modern modes of worstip be cast out  And
herein probably more than we suspect is found a reason why the
Church of God has lost its attractive power. It is because it has
30 much ceased to be the Church of God, and become something less
thanthat. Let us give God the place which He claims in our wor-
ship, let the mighty eloquence of a loving heart, a heurt fOlled with
the love of Christ shine in the pulpit, let the Christ inspired music of
kind words fall from consecrated lips on the hearts of weary, bur
dencd men, let us invite men not to exhibitions of huflan ability but
to behold the beauty of the Lord and to enquire in His temple, ana
the deserted temples of the Christian Chureh will be frequented with
eagerness. Because the most ignorant will recognize as Jacob did
that the spot upon the mouatain side, where the angels came : ** Thus
is none other than the House of God and the gate o: Heaven,”

But last. In the life of the world God is ignored It 1s man and
mammon that are worshipped, the creature rather than the Creator,
(God is not acknowledged as having any practical influence in human
affairs.  tlis words, * Them that honour Me I will honour, and they
that lespise Me shall be lightly esteemed,”are regarded as an obsolete
utterance, with which practical men have nothing to do. Railway
corporations, commercial companies, the magnates of society and
commerce, the worldly-wise men 1n the governments of the nations
leave God out of account in 2ll their calculations, as if this could be
done with entire impunity., As if His laws were out ot date and un-
workable.  Asif God had not foreseen the requirements of this age,
nor made laws that could be adjusted to the gigantic operations of
modern commerce.  But those who act in this spirit are walking in
the footsteps of the nations that have perished. g‘hc onlf' remedy for
this state of things, the duty that remains to us, 1s to lift high the
claims of God before the people, to proclaim His sovereignty in all
the work of man's redemption, as 1n all the ardering of human affairs.
To adopt and to retain, as the basis of the life and worship and doctrine
of the Church, as of the individual, that truth which we learned in
our youth, which is the truth of this text, and which is a noble founda-
tion upon which to build the lives of men and nations, Man’s chief
end isto glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever.

The Rev. Stephen Young, of Clifford, was appointed Moderator
of the Synod. Mr. Young briefly and modestly acknowledged the
honour conferred upon him.  He also referred to the loss sustained by
the death of Professor Young. Principal Caven moved the thanks of
the Synod to the retiring Moderator for the efficient manner in which
he has discharged the duties of the office and for his excellent ser-
mon, and requesting the publication of the latter. Dr. Middlenmuss
seconded the motion, which was unanimously carried.

Rev. J. Somerville presented the report of the Conference held
previous to the meeting of the Synod, and a committee, composed of
Rev, J. M. Cameron, Rev. W, G. Wallace and J. K Macdonald,
was appointed to arrange for a similar_conlerence nex: year.

A letter was read from Mr. Van Horne, stating .hat the desire of
the C.I.R. officials was to lessen as much as possible Sunday labour
on their lines, and Mr. Somerville moved that the letter beacknow-
ledged with an expression of the Synod's appreciation of the Com-
pany's efforts to reduce Sunday labour.

The Synod was opened on Wedaesday morning with devotional
exercises led by the Moderator, Dr. Wardrope, and Rev. Robert
Wallace, Applications fm several Presbyteries to take students
who have completed their theological course on trial for license were
granted.

A communication Irom the Diocesan Synod of Toronto respecting
religious instruction in public schools was read, recommending that
a compendium of Christian truth be drawn up by the various denom-
inations and sanctioned by the Government for use in the schools,
and that steps be taken to have the Scripture lessons restored to their
place in the public readers.

Dr Caven thought the last sugpestion was an excellent one. The
first was more difficalt.  The proper course seemed to him to be to
hand over the communiaation to the General Assembly, who have the
subject under consideration.

Rev. A. A, Drummond favoured the restoration of the feature
refeered to in the Ivish national readers, but he was decidedly op-
posed to secking Government sanction to a doctrinal abstract.

Rev. J. Somerville recalled the fact that the people 1n the East as
well as in Manitoba had expressed unwillingness to raise a question
that in their Provinces had been settléd. Rev J. McMeechan and Dr.,
Gray rclated their experiences in giving religious instruction in the
schools of their tespective districts.

The following motion by Dr. Caven, scconded by Rev. J. Mutch,
was carried unanimously : The Synod acknowledges the receipt of
the communication from the Synod of the Diocese of Toronto, ex-
presses its sense of the great importance of the subject to which the
communication refers, and its desire to co-operate with other Churches
n securing an entirely satisfactory solution of the question of religious
nstruction in the public schools, and resolves to transmit said com-
munication to the Genc¢ral Assembly, so that the matters brought for-
ward may be carefully considered and dealt with by means of the
Cummittee on Religious Instruction in Schools, which the Assembly
will doubtless reappoint.

Mr.b]. K. Macdonald, Convener of the Committee on the Aged
aud Infirm Ministers’ Fund in addressing the Synod on this
subject in introducing regretted thatthe proposals made to
secure an adequate endowment fund had not met with a very
encouraging response.  The sum of $14,000 had been apportioned
among the Presbyterics.  Only two Presbyteries have raised
the sum for which they were assessad—Whitky and Brandon.
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Ftom the Presbyteries of Toronto and Kingston $5,730 had been
asked and only $4,012 28 had been received- The congregations
in the rural dustricts are scarcely doing their full duty in relation to
this fund. The Church should come to the conclusion either to sup-
port the fund properly or abandon it altogether, Ministersand elders
have not fully realized the necessity and importance of this fund
Why are the members of the Church so 1gnorant of the facts of the
case? The ordinary fund shoul? be brought up to the proper level
hefore the endowment fund can bie raised.  For the ordinary fund $8,-
St1i.11, wstead of $14,000, is this year's contribution, ~ Ministers
will have to speak more fully and plainly concerning the claims of the
fund. 1tle was satisfied that when the people understood the actual
stale of matters they will respond with liberality

Rev. J. Carmichacl moved that the Synod tender its thanks to
Mr. Macdonald for tws excellent address and his valuable efforts on
behalf of the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund, expresses its sense
of the grcat importance of the scheme which he has presented, and
pledges itselfl by bringing the matter Liefore 1ts congregations, and in
other suitable ways, to do what 1t can to make the efforts towards im-
proving the fund successful.

M:. T. \ellowlees scconded the motion.  He felt that the elders
should do more in commending the claims of the Aged and Infirm
Ministers Fund to the confidence of the people.  The motion was
unanimously carned.

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Synod be held at Onlhia
on the second Tuesday of May, t$no.

{n the afternoon, after devotional and routine business, the next
maticr of interest was the Galt holiness case.  Parties were called to
the bar and the papers read, the latter taking up much time, as the
documents were both numerous and lengthy.

Mr. J. K. Cranston spoke in suppost of the appeal from the deci-
sion of the Presbytery of Gueiph, and was followed by M. J. .
Cranston, Both speeches repudiated the imputation of holding and
teaching absolute and perfect holiness.

Rev. Dr. Middlemiss, in defence of the action taken by the Ses-
sions of knox Church, tialt, and the Presbytery of Guelph, said that
the agitatton of this question in Knux Church is fraught with danger,
i not disaster.  Dr. Miuddlemiss gave an account of the successive
steps taken in dealing with the appellants by the Session of Knox
Chuech, Galt.

At the cvening meeting the report of the Sabbath School Com-
mittee was presented by the C onvener, Mr. D. Fotheringham, from
which the following is gleaned : —kour thousand officers and teachers
ate teported for 1888, in charge of nearly 36,000 scholars, old and
young, whose average attendance is 23.06S, or 66 per cent. From
among these about 1,200 professed faith in Christ—that is, one in
thirty became commumcants. The coutnibutions of about 200 schools
repurted as giving to nussions, out of 235 trom which reports were
received, were $3,601, while $20, 308 were collected for all purpuses.
That is, 42 per cent, of the collections went for missions, 8 per cent.
was given for other objects, while half was expended in support of
the schools ur diverted nto other channels. One ofticer or teacherin
eight is an elder. The report concludes with a number of practical
suggestions intended to secure more complete organization and greater
efficiency of Sabbath School work.  Mr. Fotheringham moved that
the report be received, its recommendations considered and with
slight alterations they were adopted, and the thanks of the Synod
given to the Committee.

Consideration of the Galt case was then resumed by the continua-
tion of Dr. Middlemiss answer on behalf of the assessors to the Galt
Session.  He held that the doctunal standards are directly opposed
to the theories of the appellasts. {le concluded by indicating the
undesirable practical results that are hikely to flow from the ideas of
the appellants.

Dr. Torrance addressed the Synod in defence of the action taken
by the Presbytery of Guelph. He showed from the sixth and other
sections of the Confession of Faith that the views of the appellents
were contrary to the doctrines of the subordinate standards of the
Presbyterian Church. 1le concluded by referring to the teaching of
Scripture on the nature of sin, with which the opinions of the appel-
lants are at variance, and asked that the Synod dismiss the appeal
and reaffirm the decision of the Presbytery of Gueiph.

Rev  Alexander Jackson spoke in answer to the appeal on behalf
of the Session of Knox Church. Messrs. J. K. and J. D. Cranston
briefly replied, and questions were put by several members of the
court.

After devotional exercises and routine on Thursday morning, con-
sideration of the Galt case was resumed, and a number of questions
were asked 1n order that the appellants might more clearly define
their position, .

Rev, John Somerville moved that the appeal be dismissed and the
action of the Presbytery be sustained. This was seconded by Dr. J.
B. Fraser.

Professor McLaren was of opinton that substantial justice had been
done in the proceedings by the Presbytery. The objection that speci-
fic charges had not been formulated had no great weight, as it was
only when the process is by libel that speaific charges were required.
In cases of a doctninal character, the method of procedure followed 1n
this case is the usual one, and 1s sanctioned by the forms and prac-
tices of other churches. The appellants had full opportunity for the
statement of taeir views. The two points were :—Do the appellants
hold and teach doctrinal errors? and have they followed divisive
courses > The teaching of the Church on the question was clear, and
it was in harmony with Scripture. When they came to what the
appellants taught they were found 1o repudiate certain expressions
implying sinless perfection, but they claimed that for greater or less
periods they are not conscious of having sinned, and therefore, at
these times, they had no occasion to make confession of sin. There
were times when they were not conscious of sin.  This implicd either
that they were sinlessly perfect or that the conscience may have be-
come so deadened that it has ceased to perform its functions. Per-
fect holiness or spiritual blindaess is the lomcal vutcome of the posi-
tion they assume. The ductnine professed by the appellants is sub-
stantially the same as the Romish doctrine concerning sin, and it has
an important bearing on fundamental truth. Had the appellants re-
mained quictly and orderly they might have been allowed to continue
undisturbed. If they came forward as leaders and teachers, then
they should be dealt with as other Christian teachers were. For the
reasons given he could see no other course open to them but to sus-
tain the action of the Presbytery.

Professor Gregg, though in harmony with what had been stated
by Drs. Middlemiss and McLaren, thought specific charges should
have been preferred.

Dr. Reid regretted that answers to the questions touching funda-
mental points in the controversy had not been given. He regretted
that reflections on the integrity of the parties had been mixed with the
doctninal matters.

Principal Caven was of opinion that the Synod had no eption but
to sustain the action of the Presbytery. It was clear that from the
appellants’ declining to answer some of the questions put, they had not
fully meditated on thi# doctrines that had been familiar to theologians
for hundreds of years. Ile had no intention to say anything harsh of
the appellants. They were, no doubt, sincere and well-intentioned.
If they will now acknowledge that they have not yet thought out this
matter sufficiently, let them state this.

The vote was then taken on the {ollowing deliverance, moved by
Rev. John Somerville, seconded by Dr. J. B. Fraser, and carried
unanimously . The Synod, recognising the fact that the appellants
have hada full opportunity of defining their position before the
Session of Knox Church, Galt, and before the Presbytery of Guelph,
and have also had a full opportunity of stating their case before the
Synod, and further recognising the fact that the doctrinal position of
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the . spellants 1s not 1n harmory with the teaching of the subordinate
standards of the Church and the Word of God, and that they declare
that they ate aetermined to teach the doctrnal views they at present
hold, therefure the Synod resolve that the appeal be dismissed and
the action of the Presbytery of Guelph sustained.

Whaen the Synod again assembled in the afternnon, the Rev. W,
G. Wallace presented the Synodical Commuttee’s report on Tempet-
ance. In introducing the subject, he stated that the reasor why the
Church had appeared indifferent in this matter was, that 1t has
been too much lelt to outside organisations.  Lfforts have been
made to give the subject a more important place in Sabbath  School
Instruction. The report says . The repeal of the Scott Act may not,
under present circumstances, be a retrograde movement, but 1t is very
sigmficant that almost all, 1f not 1 nite all of the Sessions in counties
that have returned to the license system, repost change for the worse,
and agree 10 attributing it to the repeal of the Scott Act.

Rev. W, Fnizzell moved and Rev. Donald Tait secorded the motiun
that the report be received and its recommendations considered. Mr.
Tait urged that while much had been done 1n various ways to advance
the cause of temperance as a matter of expediency ail Christians should
practise total abstinence. The recor 1endations were then taken up
and adopted as follows :

t. That the Synod make an eatnest appeal to the people to sink
political differences and unitc in pressing towards the total prohibition
of the liquor trathic which is the most effective form of Temperance
legislation, and to seck to foster Temperance sentiment in this
directi on,

2. That, whereas 1n order to make Prohibitory legislation effective,
there must be a strong abstinence sentiment behind it, and, as there
are many possessed of inherited weakness or of acquired taste for in
toxicating hiquor, or exposed to pecularly strong temptations, we
urge upon all to discountenance 1n every way the use af strong dunnk
as a beverage.

3. That we express satisfaction that the Minister of Education has
decided to allow value for exammmation in the public schools on the
subject of Scientific Temperance, which we belicve to be the best
means of secuning faithful, constant wnstruction in these important
principles ; and, %utthu. that the Synod again wrge ministers and
people to use all diligence, that the authonzed text-book on this sub-
icct be introduced into every public school.

4. That we record our gratitude to God that although there have
been reverses, thete has been during recent years great advance made
in the cause of Temperanze, and that, believing that * no drunkard
shall inherit the Kingdom of God,” we give ourselves with renewed
carnestness to holding up the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Saviour
from the sin of intemperance, as he is from all sin.

Rev. E. F. Torrance presentod the report on the State of Re-
ligion, which gave a view of the services renderedd by the eldership,
attendance at the rehigious services, Sabbath observance, the cultiva-
tion of religious life in the family, the increase of the missionary spint,
evangelistic services, special efforts to hring the young to Christ,
Young Men's Guilds and Societies of Christian Endeavour, Temper-
ance Organization, hindrances, etc. On motion of Rev. J A. R,
Dickson, seconded by Dr. MacTavish, the report was recetved and
its recommendations adopted.

Rev. }. Somerville submitted the report on Sabbath obscrvance.
Among 1ts recommendations were - The importance of direct instruc
tion on the subject of Sabbath observance. It is advised that the
meals on the Sabbath, except in cases of necessity, should be discon-
tinued ; that the Synod draft a petition to be forwarded to Dr, Arm
strong, Ottawa, Sccretary of the Sabbath Alliance, for presentation
next session of Parliament ; that Presbyteries be recommended to cx-
ercise mote careful supervision of congregations in regard to Sabbath
observance, and that a given Sabbath be devoted to special sermons
on the subject.

Rev. J. Mckay having called attention to the growing prevalence
of Sabbath mulk traffic, and 1noved that the \‘ynmf recommend that
our people in all practicable ways endeavour to discountenance this
form of Sabbath desecration :

Overtures were received from the Presbyteries of Guelph and
Kingston praying that action be taken to secure disallowance of
recent legislation in favour of the Jesuit Order,

Dr. Torrance supported the overture from the Presbytery of
Guelph. The Church ought to speak out on this subject. The teach-
iog of the Jesuits is antagonistic to the progress of evangelical
truth. He said nothing against the Jesuits personally, but  their
system is antagonistic to personal, civil and religious liberty. Our
liberties are in danger. The resistance of the community and the
Church should have been begua before thuis.  These acts ase but the
beginnings of further aggressions. The supreme Court authority
ought to be invoked if need be. Jesuit missionaries did noble service
as missionaries in early days, but their maxim was the Church rules
the world, the Pope the Church, and the Jesuits the Pope.

Rev. Alexander Young spoke in support of the overture from the
Presbytery of Kinpstun. e cordially endorsed the remarks of Dr,
Torrance.

Principal Caven thought it would be best simply to transmit the
overtures, He had not met with one who endorsed the Jesuit Acts, The
only objection that has been urged is that agitation might jeopardize
provincial authority. But surely remissness to maintain the civil and
teligious rights of the people would be fraught with still greater dan
gers to the perpetuity of the Dominion.

Mr. Yellowlees seconded the motion, which was unanimously and
enthusiastically adopted It is as follows: The Synod receives the
overtures, recognizes the exceeding importance of the subject to
which they relate, as well as the especial obligations which the his
tory of the Presbyterian Church lays upon all its adherents to be
zealous n the defence of the principles of civil and religious liberty —
principles which, in our judgment, arc flagrantly violated by the
Jesuit Estates Act, as well as by the Act incorporating the Jesuit So
ciety. The Synod transmits these questions to the General Assem
bly, to meet in Toronto next month, fully persuaded that the Super-
ior Court of our Church will give earnest and adequate expression to
the convictions of our people upon a question which has so import-
ant a bearing upon the fundamental relations of civil and ecclesiasti-
cal power, the just rights of the minority in the Province of Quebec,
and the tranquullity and well-being of the entire Dominion.

A petition was presented asking permission to organise 2 Synodi-
cal Evangelistic Association for the purpose of organising and con-
ducting evangclistic services. Rev. J. W. Mitchell thought that
owing to the late stage at which *he petition had come up, it would be
better to lay it on the table.

A communication from Dr. Rosebrugh, chairman of the Prison
Reform Society, was read, suggestin,, that the Synod might take some
steps to forward the work undertaken by the Society.

A motion was adopted expressive of sympathy for Dr. Fraser and
his congrcga:ion, because of his illness, and pleasure at learning that
his health is improving,

The customary voltes to the officers of the church 1n Bowmanville,
the families who have entertained the delegates, the press, ctc., were
cordially given. It was a subject of gencral remark that much of the
pleasure and comfort of the delegates was due to the care of the local
committec, whose arrangements were so successfully carried out by
the active and untiring efforts of Mr. Peter Murdoch. It was felt
that the Synod meeting was 3 pleasant and profitable one

On Thursday evening, the Rev. J. Wilkie, Missionary from
Indore, delivered a most interesting address, filled with information
as to the actual condition of the people to whom the missioraries in
conncction with the Presbyterian Church are seeking to impart the
blessings of the Gospel. He told of some of the difficulties that had
to be encountered in the prosecution of the evangelistic and educa-
tional work in which they arc engaged, and spoke in a hopeful vein
of the future prospects of the mission.



