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Pastor and People.
For Tuz CAnALA l‘nunuun.’ -

ELISHA AT FERICHOU.
BY REV. JOHN RONDINS, GLENCOL

The residence of godly men in any place 1s a gecat
blessing. Elishas ‘]‘m:scncc in Jencho teanstormed
the place. He teok death out of the waters and put
fertility into the ground,  His work 1w Jenicho made
1t blo.som as the rose.  So the Church of the Lurd
Jesus Chrnist 1s the great factor to bless and purly
the world.  What s the testimony of Chnist 2 Speaks
ing 1o the college of the apostles he sad: “ Ye are
thesaltof the carth.”™  * Ycarctk hyhtof the world,
Salt bastwo properties : To save from decomposition
and to season. The Gospel of Christ 1s ntended to
preserve the world from moral decomposition, and
ta season and sanclify and bless humar socicty.
Take all the people of God out of a aty, let every
famny altar be razed to the dust, let the churches be
closed, and Ichabod wrnitten upon therr doors—and
what have you left?  * Help, Lord, for the godly man
ceaseth,” cried the Psalmist. He knew that if the
godly man ceased, the ship of state would dnift upon
the rocks and be dashed in a thousand picces.
Has not God written the valie of godly men upen
the doom of Sodom? Abrabam drew near to the
majesty of Heaver and interceded for tifty, forty-tive,
forty, thirty, twenty, ten rightcous.  God would have
spared the city, but ten could not be found. And
because att the salt had been removed, God blasted
the ill-fated Cities of the Plain with the breath of His
nostruls.  And ther epitaph is : * Shall not the Judge
of all the carth do right.” See your responsibilny.
Ye are the salt of the earth,  Ye are the light of the
world, but if the hght which 1s 1n you be darknesss,
how great is the dmkness, a darkness like the dark-
ness of Epypt that may be fclt ¢

Elisha was typical of Gospel measures n that he
went forth ¢ ‘o the spring ot the walers, and cast the
salt in there. Elisha did not content lmself with
casting the salt nto the stream, bus he sought the
spong.  He went forth on a journey, perhaps of nules,
for heknew thatf the fountain was tmpure the streams
would be impure.  But 1f the sal puritied the spring,
then Jhe streams would be sparkng and pure. So
the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ must go forth to
the springs of society and cast the salt therein.  Elisha
did not, like Moses, smite a rock and provide other
sources ot supply for Jericho, He purnificd exisung
springs. So the Church of Jesus Chnst must take
socicty as it is, and punfy it, depending upon the

romised gift ot the Holy Ghost. Was not John

nox an Efisha? Did k= not go forth and cast the
eait of the Gospel into the springs of the rehigious hfe
of the people, into the springs of educational life, and
into the springs of sociai life? And as a result what
have wein the Presbytenan Churchto-day? I answer
a Church that has never bowed its knee in the * house
of Rimmon,” to the apostate Church of Romne; a
Church that has joined icarning and the pure Gospel
of Christ in a blessed union ; and a Church that has
blessed families innumerable in every part of the globe.

Is not the Church of Christ, 1n its nussionary enter-
prise, casting the salt of the Gospel into the springs
of heathen lifc? No other method will succeed.
The Duke of Wellington, who knew whereof he af-
firmed, declared that to educate the Hinduos without
§iving them the Gospel would be to make them clever
iends. Dr. Duff cast the salt of the Gospel into the
spring of Hindoo life. The work of the mimster
to-day is to go forth to the springs of ~hurch, educa
tional and svaial bife and cast therein the salt of the
Gospel,

Now, Lord, in answer to our praycrs,
Let learming and religion meet.
Pleasant the ey stands and faur,
Of piety the ancient seat ;
But oh, the streams that murrar round
Acc nought, and Larren s the gioond

Oh Christ, the true Elisha thou,

Qur Saviour Lord, and God most high,
Thyself dispense the healing woud,

‘The Gaspel cruse with salt supply ;
And causc the Prophet’s Son to bring
And cast the salt into the spring.

The blessing came to stay. Elicha did not mzlke
Jericho his place of residence. He passed on in
pursuit of his holy vocation. Like *he ancient wor-
thies, he had no contiau'ng city *Other men la-
boured, and ye are entered snto their labours.,” God
buties His workmen, but He carries on His work.
The blessing of the ferile ground and the purified
waters came to stay. So with the results of all con-
secrated labour, the blessing cormes to stay  There is
a natural law here in the spiritual world © * For as
the rain cometh down, and the snow fromr heaven,
and returncth not thither, but watereth the carth and
maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed
to the sower, and bread to the eater ; so shall My word
be that gocth forth out of My mouth: it shall not
return to Me void, but shall accomplish that which 1
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I
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sent it.”  God's biessing abides upun His holy hill of
Zion. * Fur there the Lord commanded the Dlessing,
even life tor evermore” Where is the hand that
wrote thetwenty-third Psalm?  Long since mouldered
into dust ; but that Psalm has Leen the triumph of ten
thousand times ten thousand of Gnd's dying sants.
Where the apostle that wrote the eighth chapter of
the Romans? Long since gloritied, hut it remains in
the church nulitant as the piflar and ground of the
truth. The blessing came to stav.  Fifty years ago
Great Betam was astounded by the revelativns of
the abuunding wickedness of the Fgan isles. A race
of cantubaly, they glonied in thesr shame. A sussion.
ary was raiscd up, and ke went forth to spead and
be spent for them.  Ile iaboured to wanslate the
New T stament. Ten years after commenang lus
wutk e lay down to dic. ARer commending tus wife
and children to Gud, his last prayer was. Gl save
Fip. Ten years ago a mimster from Austrahia was
sitting 10 a anssio house an Figi, with the missionary.
A bell rang, “\What is the mwmeaning of the beli 2”
saul the aunester. The missionary replicd . * At the
noung of that Lell, ten thousand funaly altars will b
set up.”  The blessing vame to stay.

For T CANALA I'rxssrrEmiac,
A PRAYER.
BY JOHIR IMRIF, TORONTO,

Loviy and prostrate,
Raceling before Thee,
Craving the spirit of prayer;
Wrctched and loncly,

Secking Thee unly,
Leave me not now in despair.

Father of metcies,
Apd God of all mught,
Hear Thou the sigh u?m) heart ;
Groping through aarkness,
Yet sceking the light,
Panlon and peace now unpart.

Oh ! to be nothing,
And Christ to beall,
Oh! to be ransom'd by Thee
Saved from destruction
And power of the fall,
Through Jesus, who died for me.

Humbly 1 ask Thee,
Jesas, my Saviour,

Bend Thou Thine ear to my ery 3
Fur strength and fur grace,
While sunning life’s race—

Lead Thou me on till I die!
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wJF YE LOVE ME, KEEP MY COMMAND.
MENTS.”

—

BY REV. & HOUSTON, M.A.

Love to Christ, if it be of the right kind, will of ne-
cessity be followed by a life of acticn rather thana
life of mere contemplation. There is a mysticism of a
kind which is far too prevalent cven in these days,
Many who do not know the meaning of the word are
affected by it nevertheless.  They shut themselves in
from the world as much as possible, they give them-
selves 1o solitary contemplation of divine things, as
they think of divine things: they areabsorbed in what
we may cail day-dreaming. They think so far as they
do really think that in that way they escape contami-
nation with the world. They make for themselves a
Iitle Paradise of their own.  The hermat life in olden
wtnes, that is hite in religious houses in brotherhoods
and sisterhvods, was one form of this mystiusm. The
great, busy, seething world was barred out of sight and
so out uf mind, as they vainly imagined. In modern
times there are other phases of the same thing.  There
are sensual forms of mysticism as well as mental and
spiritual forms.  In every one of its aspectsitis an
unhealthy mode of life. It nourishes selfishness of
the most ntense kind.  With tho-e that act so, en-
joyment is the test of religion. Such is not the
rehigion taught in God’s Word, and it would be very
casy to show that such is not the right road to ha% i-
ness even if a different way was not found in the Bible.
The legitimate result of loving Christ is the keepin
of His commandmesits, is the being actively engage
in doing what He says as well as in listeming to His
w.rds.  The man that loves Chnist will no doubt at
times, yea oftentimes, sitat the feet of Jesus and drink
11, His words, but all the ume will not be spent sutng
there. He will be ke Martha as well as Mary, he
will serve as well as sit. He will not losc himself in
the good tume, as it 1s called, which he himself will
have ; he will excert himself in the direction of helping
others to a participation 1n that good time. [t 15 not
his own wﬂF that He came tode, b the will of his
Fatker which 1s m heaven, and so he docs not aim
cither consciously or unconsciously at pleasing himsclf.

THAT is just what hearts that are sick want—com-
fort ; and they have it in Jesus Christ, and in the
Fatherhood of God, and nowhere else in such mea-
sure and with such pertinency of application.

PREACHING FROM EXPERIENCL.

i

Whatever proof we may draw from history, the
Christian teacher should always Jie able to draw the
strongest of all pronfs from his wwn consciousuess
and experience,  Thus as strikingly shown in the case
of Faul.  Tha' supreme teacher always fell back upon
his own spiritual hitory, He told that history to
kings, He told it also to public assemblics. He
wrote it continually to Christian churches. Paul did
not recite a lassan. he related an experience. He
tea oned indeed, as never prophet reasoncd before,
fc'. his argument was always gilded by the sanctity of
uis character. Defore men could touch his message
they had to discredit his integrity. e himself was
the heal' d man, and beholding the man that was
healed, bis encmies could say nothing against the
doctrine which he procdaimed. So with present day
preachers. The preacher will often be judged by
the man, and it is right that such judgment should
take effect. Oftentimes many of the people wmay
be unable to follow the preacher in his high rea-
soning, or in his spiritual communion with God;
for a time they may lose sight of hitn as he ascends
the nountain and proceeds to solitary fellowship with
the Infinite and Lternal; he may use words which
are open lo controversial criticism and which may be
perverted as to their plan meaning by men of in-
genious mind ; but the people who know their pastor
will always be able to see the healed man within the
Eublic teacher, and beholding the man which was
caled, they will have confidence in all his doctrine
and desire.  Remncinbering his purity, his beneficence,
his readiness to forgive, his incessant interest in all
the details of human necessity, they will fall back
upon his character with thankful dc?inht, cven when
they are unab’e to follow his highest flight of reason-
ing or cloquence. Wk &t was done by Paul was also
done by John. *That which was from the beginning,
which we have heard, which we have secen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have
h:m&led, of the Word of Life.” Here 1s personal testi-
mony. Men who can speak in this way place their
feet upon the solid rock of fact - not fact in any broad
and distant historical sense, but fact in the sensc
which comprises their own individual experience.
Peter, too, uses lanzuage to the same effect when he
describes himself and fellow-apostles as *cye-wit-
nesses of His majesty.” Other men have been forced
by too eager and ill-reasoning admirers into compe-
tition with Christ. \We have been told that there are
men who have been equal to Jesus Christ in moral
sublimity and in moral power.  Without rudely con-.
tradicting such persons we mey boldly say that the
teachers whom they thus idolize never came in our
direction when we were dying. We never heard of
them in our soul’s keenest agony. They did nothing
for us when a sense of sin shut out the light of the
sun and overwhelmed us with a burden too heavy for
our strength. It was then that Jesus of Nazareth
assed by ; it was then that Jesus of Nazareth de-
ivered us from the fearful extremity ; and now we
cannot forget that when all hope was excluded and
all self-help was exhausted, Jesus of Nazareth came
to us, stouped over us and made Himself of no reputa.
tion, took upon Him the form of a servant, and by His
whole priesthood delivered us from the slavery of sin
and brought us into the glorious liberty of grace.—~
Dr. Fo:eph Parker.

CHRISTIAN HEROISAM.

It may be that the too great prominence given to
the softer sides is one reason why many young men
hold aloof from the cause of Christ. It may not be
the nant of manliness on their part after all it may
be because they have not had sufficiently brought be-
forc them the manliness of Christ and the supreme
need of strength and courage on the part of His fol-
lowers. Here s where much of the strength of the
“Salvation Army” lies, We may object to their
methods ; but thewrr spirit is what we all nced. We
who preach the truth ought to appeal more than we
do to the heroic und soldierly and nnble spirit of self-
sacrifice in redeemed human nature ; aid our people,
our young people especially, ought to respond. “Ye
that arc men, now serve Him against unnumbered
foes.” We need not ask our young friends to put on
uniform, but we do ask them in Jesus' name to show
the same spirit which leads so many in the Salvatian
Army to brave the scorn of those who desnise Christ
and mock at all that is holy. We do ask them to
take their stand as followers of Christ, whatever their
companions may say, and however much any craven
spirit there may be in them may try to hinder them.
We ask them to sacrifice their Jaziness and love of
ease, thelr selfishness, whatever there be that hinders
them from joming themsc'ves to Him who is the
Grandest Hero of all histoiy. Come, and confess
Christ, and take a share in the great enterprise of
helping in the name of Jesus to save man, women and
childrev from their sins t—Rew. J. Munro Gibson, D.D.

NEVER leave your way to szck a cross, nor o out

of the way to avoid one ; appointed crosses are real
blessing..



