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1101V 771E RABBIV FOUND A FR1ENtD.

Ovt' Iittle rnbbit waIs very loncly-
Every day lit used tu Say.

«'Dea~r 1 oh. deart if!1 liatt only
Asiotlier rabbit to hlp nie play."

Up and clown the yard lie ranibled,
int cach corner hie peeped wvith carc-r

Over ilht bashes hie clitiIbU-t and scranbled-
Alas 1 diec vvasn't a rabbit there 1

Now u{ on the fence %vere eais in plenty,
fllace ones, white oncs, yellovv and gray,

Often YOun might have countc!d twenty,
Pro wling about by night or day.

So then our rabbit, wvhose naine was BUtnny,
Made friends %vith a quiet, kind old cat,

And cvery inorning, and thas was (unny,
They sceni-d tu bc hiaving a good long chat.

Side by side, therc WC walchicd thenu Sitting,
Bunny and Puss, in thie pleasentest way-

Catï on the rence nuliglit be ciawinî and Npitting,
Thes hitl friends %wcre peaceful and gay.

And every day %%,lin the sun is shining
Out in our yard wce se the pair-

Bin), agaist his cat scclining,
Ptiss too, happy for bories t0 care.

So now our rabbit is never loncly,
Ncoif >'oL listeried, you'd hCar him Say'r

"1'd rallher have a :uice cat, than only
A stIlpid rabbit, to heilp nie pa.

GOD IVILLING TO FORGI VE.

W H EN people do wrong-old or young
.--they soimetimes grieve thcmselves,

sornetimes they grieve their friends, some-
times their enemies, but whoinsoevcr they
grieve or do not grieve, they always grieve
God. God is aIlvays sorry wvhen people do
wrong. lcopie uscd ta think that God liad
no tender feelings, that He wvas strong and
could bc angry, but wvas neyer pained or
grievcd. Thie poor heathien used ta made gods
as they called thcem, which had neither power
nor feling, out of ivood or Stone. They gave
them, eyes, but the eyes saw nat; cars, but thc
cars cou id flot liear; and hands, but thcy were
quite uscless, they could flot handie. 0f
course suc/t gods liad no fcelings, thougli it
wvould app.-ar that the people who ignorantly
wvorshipped thcmn did flot always think sa;
for 1. have read that they once sevcrcly pun-
ishied ane af thein. Flowers and trcs
and craps tvere ail dying for want ai rain, and
thiere tvould soon be na food for the people or
for thecir cattle. Sa they praycd ta a ivooden
god for rain, again and again. Blut no rain
came. Sa then they draggcd it out af i ts
temple and gave it a Sound thrashing. But,
of course, it cared no more for thc[r thrash-
ings than it bad carcd for their praycrs.

But thec truc God secs and hears and feels,
just asjcsus did. Itrmakes agreatdifference
ta him wvhethcr we arc happy or miserable,
ivhcthcer we arc goad or naughity. Whcen we
are happy, He is glad; but %vhcn we are
naughty and mniscrable, He is very, very sarry.
Then He is ils jesus was whcn He wcpt over
J erusaicm. God docs flot weep, for He is a
spirit. But God is truly gricvcd in bis heart,
as Jesus was, and this He is because He loves
US.

Mien %what arc ive ta do when we have
grieved God ? Whien you have donc wvrong
and grieved a frieind, what do you do? for
God, wvhcther He is pleascd or grieved, i5
always your fricnd. If yau arc reallysry
for wvhat you have donc, and wvish you had
not donc it, you go to your friend and say ail
+b1is, and kiss, or shako hande, and arc friends.
Something like that we have ta do with God

%vlietx we have wrongcd and gricvcd 1uim.
Melrn the pradigai %vas sorry, his father feut

upon bis neck and kisscd hlm, and thcy wcre
fricnds aai. Tihis is the Gospel ai jesus:
"If we cdnferiss aur sins God is faitlîful and
just ta forgive us Our sins.",

But people did not always know this. Be-
fore Jestts came into aur %vorid and tauglit
uis so, sinniiîg people uiscd ta thiîik tîtat
Gad, as chlldren ivould say, w~ould "pay therm
out" for gricving I-imn if thcy did not give
hlmn somnething ta "Il ake it up and get Hiim
ta be friends again " A vcry carncst mani
once askcd, IlWhcrcevith shall I corne before
lite Lord? XViII the Lord bc plcascd with
tlîousands ai rams, 6r î%'ith ten thousands ai
rivers of ail ?" Tiiousands ai rams and
riwers ai ail! Wlîat a prescrit for anc man ta
gîî'e! But that ivas naL ail lic asked. Listen
ta tlîis. " Shall 1 give my first-born for my
transgressions? the fruit afi n), body for the
sin ai my soul?" XVhich means,-Shall I
sacrifice rny littie child ta picase God? Shahl
1 kil! the pet of my home ta get 1-ii ta ««be
friends" again? 11ow veîy drcadful! Anîd

.tlîere wcerc people îvho did rcally kil! l i
ltle children becausc thcy hiad offcndcd God,
and they thouglit that ta tic% s0 %vas the only
way ta -et Hlm ta forgiv'c thein. Even the
chihdrcn af Isracl once did sa. «I'T hcy sacri-
ficed tlîcir sons and ithcir daugliters (io&th
Psalm) and shcd innocent bhood, evon the
blood ai tlieir saois and tlîcir daughitcrs %vlomn
tiiey sacrificcd unta the idols." But wve nced
nat go so far ai'ay as the land %vlicrc these
people lived. Even in aur own country, per-
haps wliere ivo arc noiv living, near ta this
vcry hause, some child was once sacrificed ta
please God. I amn glad wve live in tiiese
Christian days, and not in the days 'vhcn the
Druids livcd. For in those dlays, ivlien thîey
wvanted God ta help thcmn in a battle or ta
scnd them rain, or ta stay sortie drcadful
plague irom tvhich mon or cattie wcre dying,
they îvould ga ta the bouse ai some persan
Nvhose son, perhips, wvas the dearcst boy in
the wholc district. Then tlhyvould drag him
awvay ta their temple ta kill Mxint, the heuart-
broken father and mother following and wccp-
ing and wildly plcading and struggling; but
ail their cries and efforts wouid fail ta Save
their boy. Thicy xvould beg ta die in lus
place if the priests would lot thcm, just as
your mamma and papa would do if it hiad
been anc ai you wvho had been cliasen. But,
no, that cannet bc. It mnust bc a child that
is slain, the most beloved child. Sa tlîcy
bring thc little fellow ta the temple, strip hlmn
and bind him, and tiien ivith their sacred
knifo, amid his own shrieks and tic agany ai
bis helplcss fricnds, they kil! lîim. And ail
this, as they thought, ta pîcase God, ta get
Hlm ta fargive tlîcir sins and "be fricnds"
again.

AIl this wvas donc in England before Jesus
sent thc good ncews Qi tic Gospel that God
fargives ail who are truly sorry for w~hat they
have donc. Have wvo dcceivcd, have ivo
tak-cn wvhat we sliouldi nat, lhave wve tald an
untruth? God is gricvcd. Have wc bcen
selfish, or unkind, or disobedient? God is
grieved. But .bo marnent we arc sorry He
is glad again. He is mare quickly glad than
Ho ivas gricved, for He dclights ta pardon,
but He docs riat deliglit ta be angry. Ycs,
Goffd docs deligut ta pardon. AIU tic blissful

people in hicaven, wvhcn they %vere living on1
carth, delighitcd God by asking Hitm ta for-
give tlicin. Again and again thicy did wrong
and wcrc sortiy, and agnin and again they
delighited God by sccking luis nicrcy. Tirat
multitude tient John saw, vuhich no mani cari
numbcr, %vcrc once ail tvrangdaers; but thcy
repented ai thecir tvrong, and confesqed it, and
wvere forgivcn-tcnderiy, frccly, jayfully for-
given.

OB3E DIE NCE.

"(IIARLTTE, yau must nat go on the
k.icc. It is nat safe. You know papa

said sa, and 1 should think Tom wvould bc
asharrned af himsclf ta go Mien it is farbid-
duti." Il Plcasc corne homne," plcadcd 'May
Norris. IlNonsense, May; 1 arn anly go-

.inig ta take a little slidc, and Tam said per-
haps lie would het me try his skates. I
shan't be goîte long," answcered Charlotte,
shaking off May's hand, and starting ýon a
ruti for the opposite bank of the pond. She
reached the middle ;n saicty, wvh.n oh, the ice
bent, cracked, and Charlotte sank ini the
ireezing watcr! Fortunately Toin was noar,
and at last succccdcd in rescuing his sistcr, as
the water %vas nat very deep. And Charlotte
lay motionless on the ice %vhile lie ran for
hclp. Tie child wvas delicate and soon rhcu-
matic fever in anc ai its wvarst formns set in,
and poor Charlotte lay for weecks betveen lueé
and death. It was months before site %vas
able ta leave lier bcd, and %vhcen she did sa,
shc hiad lcarncd a lesson neyer ta be forgat-
ten. With lier head bowed an the foot of lier
littie bcd site praycd ta God for strengtli ta
kcep lier resolutions.

And God gave it. In after life there were
altvays twa passages in her Bible îvhich were
marked. They %vece the Fifthi Command-
ment, and IlChildrcn obey your parents in
the Lord, for tliat is righit."

I3EGN AT MuE BOTTO.N.-An elevated
purpose is a good and ennobling thing, but ive
cannot begin at the topoaiit. 'We miust work
up ta it by the oftcn difficuit path ai daily
duty-daily duty aiways carciuliy perforîncd.

ALN.iXs spcak, with politcness and defer-
ence ta your parents and fricnds. Some
childrcn arc polite and civil everytvhere cisc
exccpt at home, but there they are coarse and
rude. Sh-ameful! Nothing sitSSO gracefully
upon clildren, nothing makes them sa lovely,
as an habituai respect and dutiful deportment
towards tlieir friends and superiars. It makes
the piaincst face beautuful, and gives ta every
comnion action a namcelcss, but peculiar
cliarin.

INz far away Tur<ey in Asia, in a city upon
the shore af the Black Sea, live a missionary
father and motiier, and thecir boys and girls.
A little baby boy came into the family some
time agO, and his sister, five years aid, wvas
hoard praying thus ta God for lier IIC% bro-
ther-".« 0 Lord, blcss the boy you have sent
on ta us. \Vo are very thankiut for him. 0
Lord, make hlm big and strong, and a nice,
good mai." If ail the littie brothers and sis-
ters pray for each other every, day, thorew~ill
flot often bc any nced 'of remindirxg them of
the Bible text:-«" Little childrcn, lave anc
another," for thcy wiil lave cach other taa iveli
ta bc unkind, citiier in work or play.
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