
TI4E NXISSIONARY AND

The Dropping Well. its 1111l. T'he spring is supposed Io
Spring-w~ater, even that whiclî Is the senci fbrth twenty galions of watei-

mnost transparent, generaliy contains cer- every minute, and wihile ini rapid mo-
tain minerai substances, gatiîered from tion, the fine particles in which it
the soil tiîrough wvhich the wvater flows. ahotinds tire carried forwvard, or very
The substances are often so completeiy sligyhtly deposited ;but as it ip-
dissoived as to leave the water clear and proaches the elig; or focky cievation
sparkling, whiie they add to its whole., above named, it meets with a grentle
s&me qualities, and also render it agree- ascent, becomes Ianguid in its pace,
able to the taste. and then deposits abundantly on grass,

It is owingr to these minerai sub- twvigs, stones, &c., a petrifying sub-
.stances tha! many springs have the stance which renders them exceed-
property of petrifying objects,-that, ingiy beautiful. The cliii' is about
is, coveringt them entîrely withi a th irty feet high, forty-five feet long,
stony crust, wvhich niakes themn ap- and from thirty -) forty broad, having
pear as if changecl into stone. Such st arted from the main bank, upwards
springs are seen i several parts oCý of a century ago, leaving a chasm
our own country ; but far more strik-: of two or three yards %vide. The wa-
ingly in foreiga lands, in the nei'h- 1ter is carried over this chasmn by an
borhood of volcanos. The Droppî ng 1aqueduct ; but there is sufficient wvastc
Well at Knaresborough, in Yorkshire,! to form beautiful petrifivctions la the
is one of our most noted petrifying 1holiow. SmaIl branches of trees,
springs. It rises at the f-iot of a lime- roots of grass and other objects, are
Stone rock on the south.west bank of ý incrusted with spar, and, togrether with
the river Nidd, opposite to the ruins pillars of the same substance, liiko
ofRnaresborough Castie. Aller rua-,stalactites, fringing the banl<s, forai
ning about twventy yards towards the an interesting sight. The top of the
river, it spreads itself over the top of éliii' is covered wvith plants, flowvers,
a cliff, from whence it trichies down and shrubs, sucli as ash, eIder, ivy,
in a number of places, dropping very geraniuni, wvood-anemone, lady's man-
ast, and tnaliing a tinkling Sound in tie, cowvslps, w'ild angelica, meadow-


