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THE RAIL ROAD FLOWVER.

A litile flower oflJustrous hue
Within a public rail track groiv.
A poet, passing, ini surprise,
Fixed on it hie rcproachful cyes.
tgOh whereforo here, in dust and heat,
Should dvell a [bing so pure and sweet?
Thy home, thou gentle fluwcer, should be
Far off beneath soine green wood tro;
Within somae suft aid perfumed glade,
Ail epread %vith dew, and cool wilh shade;
Where thou no ruder sound chouldet lear,
Tlhan winds ana waters murmuring near;
1Vherc birds should ring tu thee, and becs
Should bear tby stveets upon the breeze."1

Tho flower witlî earnestness9 replied,
IlWhcre God bas placed nie, I abide,
Content in soine way [u impart
Pure feeling to one %vorldly lheart;
Proud, if the merchant, worn with gain
Tlirough. me a backward glance obtaiti,
A retrospect of joyous youth,
And simp le %vants and arttcess truth;
Prouder, if fo!ly in the maid
Apsume for mo a thoughtful shade;
If sorrov, wevcpingy, lift ber cye,
.1y iny exemple, 1b [le sky.

IAnd, Pcet, now anc word [o [hec;
Where should thy home and labur bc?
Art [hou rcpining in [tie heat
For sorna more ]one and cool reircat ?
Sumo refuge Item the careless throng,
Whoe [hou cansi fced thy coul with song?7
Oh bc content -%vhere Goa requires
To wake tby.harp, andI ieed thy fires;
AndI if more wotily notes flbe in,
Soma cchoes af the ceasetess din,
Soma groane from blceding ulaves, andI cries
From inrancy, that, starving, dies,
Oh dcem nul that thy crain, youug bard,
By [hese diecordant notes îs marrcd;
Tho Master .Minstrel's band [lirougli such
Achieves, [bey say, ils miightiest touch;
Ant hou mayest shako [he sturdicet vrongiz,
ByV sainebold ou îbrcak of thy sang.
Then bo content, whcro CatI requires,
To wake thy harp, antI fecd thy lires'I

The Feet stoopedl antI kisd the flowcr
IViser and better fromn [bat hiour.
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