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COLLEGE OPENING.

The opening exorcises of the Session 1896-97 were conduet-

eci ini the Convocation Hall of the Presbytcrian College on
Wcdni-sdav eveningy October 7th. There was present a large

and1 re!)rCsentativ-e audience. The Rev. Professor Canmpbell

l)residCd, and the followingc genitleman were with himi on the
platforin :Rev. Professors Scrimgcer, Coussirat, and Ross
Rev. Dr. Barclay-, ---\r. David Morrice, Rev. Dr. Robert Camp-
bell, IRev. iMessrs. M-Iowat, i\MacLeodl and Cromibie.

After (lovotional exercises, conducted by Rev. A. J. Mowvat,
the inaugural address xvas delivered by Rev. James Barclay,
ÎM.A., l).D., of St. Paul's Chiurch.

]Dr. B~arclay tookz% for his subjoct, " Doctrine and Life ;"or

in a more limited and practical foriii, " The meaningy and value
of (loctrinal toaching, sncb as tliat giveni in this College, in re-
l-ation to life." H-e deait mith the curront viewvs as to the neoel-
lessniess, if not worse, of dogmnatie teaching, quoting, admis-
sions fromi somne of the strongest opîyonients of dogm-a, of the
value an(l necessity 'of religyioni. Tlle view exaltino natural re-
ligion in opposition to roveale(l, anci roason iu opposition to
faithi wvas next (leait w'ith.

Tlîe lecturer thoen tookz up the vaunted separation of religion
from doctrine, characterizing it as as successful a separation as
tlîe separation of the flower froin the root ; contending that al
religion, morality. virtue, separated from the doctrinal roots oni
wvbich they gý,rowv, miust eventually wither and die :a stattenient
finding ample justification both fromn philosopby and (rom

bitoy.Te imtigof the cliara-,ctei-, of God's operative ini-

fluence by nanes roason ; the dictating a plan to God ; the put-
ting of the Divine mind beneath the human, ,vas strongly
c(c:procatedl. N \ot what a mani knows, but what hie belioves
dotormnes his worth, 0-ivos stren gth to blis chlaracter. an-J
beaiuty and power to his life.


