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open1 Mihe wity for the Gospel to enter a country, but it cannot
itself extcnd tie spiritual dominion of Christ. Not only thiat,
but it, interferes withi the play of those spiritual powrcrs on
wvhicli tie progrress of the Gospel depends, and it arouses
passions thiat mnake the hearts of meni imlpervrious to tie
al)peals and clainis of love. War miay soinctimnes hiave liclped
civilization but it lias only donc bluiideritigly and ruthtcssly
whIat the Gospel would do pericctly. Thel truc pioncer of
civilization is the Bible, not thîe sword. The cbiurchi's ideal is
not a universal empire uphceld by force, but a spiritual
kincrdomn founded on love. And if believers be truc to thieir
ideal and to thé spirit, of thecir Master they imist steadily work
towards the tinie whcen mncmi " shia beat their swvords into
plonghishares, and thieir spears into pruniiig-hiooks; nationi
shail not lift up sNyord against nation, nieither shall thxey learn.
war anv more."

In. view of thiese t1iingsII and of Clhrist's command to resist
iot cvii, Comnt Tolstoi says that a Chiristian should not fighit
uxîider an\- circuinstances. The general practice of stncb a
tlieory would bc its own destruction. \Var wvill be necessary
and, thereforejustifiable as long as therc, are evils wvorse than,
war, and 'vhichl war canl bcst prevenlt or abolish.L XVhen sucli
conditions arise, Chiristianis are readiest and ablest to maini-
tain Mie riglht. But agrainst wars of injusticc and aggression;

agistte national jealousies and strifes thiat lcad to con-
flict; against allowing politicians to play with lire over a
powder mnagazine, as thc statesinenl of E~urope are doing;
agrainst resorting to the arbitrainent of arns before, every
other ncans lbas been exhiausted; against the sacrifice o?
v'alua.bl es for principles that are worth iiothing' wbien
maintained and possessions that are worth niothiing whien
grained, the Churchi should resolutcly set lier face. The suc-
c ess of the ChristiaLn public ini preveîîting wvax over the Vene-
zuielanl dîificulty Showvs that evenl whien national hionor is at
stake peace nxiay bc pi'eserved if the Cliurchi be eînphatic in,
lier exînsfor it. The saine strongr dcmnand for peace fronm
Mie religrions authloritie-q would relieve Mie Emnpirc's strained
relations with France anid, perhaps, prevent the unspeakable
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