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A FRENCH PEASANT'S
SPECTAULES.

*Irit woren't for the bad
water our fellows would do
well enough hore,” raid Cap-
tan Adulphe Lachand, a3 we
st together under the frie 1d-
J; shade of a cluster of palm-
ti.os just outside the Lttle
white fort of Biskra, with
the gray unending level of the
Sshara Desert stretching dun
and lifeless all around us.
“But as it is there's hardly a
man in the garrison who
hasn't got the ¢ Eiskra sores’
r ad his eyes, and sume are
su bad as to be invalided out-
right.”

“It'sa pity,” observed I,
“that you can’t {)rovide them
with spectacles like those in
the advertisement, ¢ warrant-
cd to prevent all diseases of
the ¢ yes, and cure any which

- may have been already con-
. tracted.’"”

“ Woll,” said tho captaip,

“[ remember 4 man, not far
. from my 1ative town, who
. credited ordinary spectacles
*_with much more wonderful
-powers than those.”
*“ How was that?" asked ],
eseing by the twinkle in
hand’s keen black oyes

it  something good was
" .oming.

‘* Well, you see, there was

: afair one day at Guingamp—
_you remember the old three-
. comered market-place there,
-"-with the queer fountain in the

middle { Bld Picrro Roquard,
_ the optician (who told me the
" story himself), was standing
- inthe doorway of his shop at
- the corner, watching the carts
- and people crowdingin, when
_ upcame a big fellow of the

regular country tyfe, with
: the usual blue blouse and
" wooden sabots, and a short
*- pipe in his mouth.
© ~ “*Show me some pairs of
+ spectacles,’ said he.

**Pierre brought him out

. several. The man put o e
. on, and asked for a ?cws-
3 T, to try how the glasses
: lt)"olx’;:cd Nogood' Ho tried
- three or four moro pairs, but
* it was just the same story
:ﬁtblgém'd b hink
. uard began to thin
" him rathor hard to please,
“.but  he brought him out a
" fresh lot, until this fastidious
- .customer had tried all the
-best glasses in the shop ; but
“ siill, as sure as ho bent down
-over his newspaper, he shook his head as
- if he could mzke mothing of it, and
. Pierre began to get quito out of patience
**All st once a fcarful thought struck
: {ho optician, and he turned upon the man
withs 8 face liko a thousand thunders.

“ ¢«Hark yeo, fellow,’ cried he sternly;
" ‘have you ever learned toread?”
. “*“No, of conxstf not !I'f alnsg:dmd ;l;o
pazznt  indignantly. ¢ , what
-think you would be tho good of bnying
“spectacles to teach me ?°”
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' WHAT DO YOU THINE OF THIS?

Oxx iy a smart younng follow, with
-shiny shoos, a new bat, and chockorbuard
- ousers, bos a stroet car in & Westorn
-gity, and stepped to the front platior:
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WRAT says the bell on a Sunday mom,

As to our ears by the wind "tis borne?

It echoes alt over hill and plain,

Always the same monotonous strain,
4¢To prayer ! To prayer!”

What aays tho bell, as over the sea

'Tis wafted by breezes wild and free?

Fitful but deep the omioous knell

Comes from the bnoy on the rock to tell,
¢ Beware ! Bewaro!”

What zays the bell, as all alono

\We suddenly hear its mournful tone?

Sadden and clear, and far between,

It says to tho heart in uccents keen,
¢ Prepare! Prepare!”

Whkat if onheard the bell shonld be?

The mariner sinks in the bciling sea ;

A soul is lost that might have been won 3

A hardencd sinner goes wandering on.
*Tako care! Takecaro!”

He pulled out a twist of paper and lighted
it, and began pufling a cunccutrated es
scnee of vile odours in the faces uf thuse
who wero obliged to ride upon the plat.
form, if thoy rode at all. Omue, a plain uld
farmer, couldn't stand it, and stepped off
to wait for the noxt car.

When ho reached the station the y ung
follow was thero bofore bim, and it hap-
pened that the two met at the .astaurant

counter.
“ @ot any sandwichesi” called tho
young man to the waiter. ¢‘Hero, gim-

mo one,” and ho tossed out a nickel, and
then procceded to pick up and pull apa-t
overy one of tho half-dozen sandwiches on
tho plate before ho found ono to suit him.
Tho farmer, who had been waiting for
his turn, drew back in disgust. Finally, he
f -urd somethiag whish ths fingers of an

uther had not fouled, and presently fol-
lowed the load Yuunug man to the ca.. Heo
found every scat vovupned, iniading the
half of one on which were piled the yuung
man's gripsack and viercoat.
“*Is this seat taken?” ho asked.
“‘Seat's engaged,” was tho curt answer,
%ith & look meant to squelch the old
farmer, who went into tho smoking car.
Thut afternoun the same young man
walked into tho oftice of the governor of
the State, armed with recommenda.ivns
and indorsements, an applicant for a posi-
tion under tho Stato government. Ho was
confrontod by the same plain old farmes,
who recognized his travolling companion
«f the morning without any truuble.
Glancing over his papers, thc guvernor
svi! *““Hu-m, yea; {on want mo to
appoius you te so andee! 3 I sbould, I guess

1 naghit 4y well wnto my own
resignation at the same tune ™

“Wh -why sl stam
mered the y.oong follow

“Bevwase T owaw yoi pay
for a strect car nde  thes
wemng, and yu otk the
wh'e platform You beughe
asanlwah, and spuiled the
plateful  You pard {5 aseat

in the tran and took mine,
too, and if I should give you
this place, how do I knmw
that you would not take the
wholo administration 7"
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WALKING WITHOUT
LEGS.

Lots of boys and gurls kill
snakes in the country who
nover stop to think whata
very curivus way a snahe has
of getting about.  Thoy sce
him so often sliding through
the grass that it never occurs
to them to wonder how he
can do it, just as many other
wonderful  things in this
world are fo common that we
never atop to think how won-
derful they really ara.

You would toll me that Mr.

Suake got along by crawling.
His body holds ane long back
bone, the r.bs coming from it
nur-bering as many as threo
hundred in some snakes. Be
sides thedo ribs, in his long
slender body he has vory
owerful  mauscles,  which
bring hus ribs forward as he
walks along upon them, just
as if thuy wero feet. So that
he may be raid to walk upon
hisribs. His muscles draw
his ribs forwwvard, so that he
rests upon them, and thon his
muscles givo another atep. So
on ho runs as fast as light-
ning, Yart,iculnrly when Lo sees
& small boy coming after him
with a sharp stick !

The snake, largs or small,
swallows his food whole, and
oftois has to open his muth
very wido to do it. But
Mother Nature has made
apeaial arrangements about a
suake’s muuth, by which he
can separate the bones of 1t
80 that he can swalluw am-
mals Ly gralually drawing
them sn until the bones aro
at suino distanco apart. When
once the dinner s down, the
muscles of the mouth con
tra.*, and tho bunea draw
back into place, and theo
snake's head looks as small
a3 it did before ho took in his
huge mouthful.  Puisonous snakes kill or
«. 18h their piay to death beforo they swal-
low :t. Tho smaller suake, havo teoth
turning backwand, so that the proy, get-
ting ins.10 once. cannot escape.

ou know something, porhaps, of bhow
tho snake sheds his skin. Perhaps you
have found such a treasure as an old
snakeshin for yoursolf. When tho snake
is abuut to shed his coat, it grows dull in
colour, and somo day it splits open sll the
way down tho back. Then Mr. Saake
wriggles out of his old elothes and finds
himsolf in & bran new suit.

Snakos, of course, can climb trees, or
swim, as well as they can get ovsr the
ground. In facy, they doall these things
as wall that it would svem as if 1t were
m ocagier to ¢ dong Walldval f“
than with thom. —New York Forld




