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have thought it proper to observe a judicious
silence.

Armstrong, in his strictures on this affair,
declares that the position of the American
army, on the morning of the Gth, was not
such as to render a retreat, cither necessary
or expedient, and blames General Dearborn
very severely for withdrawing the troops to
Fort George. Could any credit be attached
to the American accounts of the events that
transpired between the 5th and 10th of June?
this condemnation could not be wondered aut,
but there is such a discrepance between their
narrations and the British versions, as almost
toinduce the helief of hishaving been insome
measure misled by the garbled accounts frans”
mitted to him, and that, in consequence, he
condemned the American general for retiring
without sufficient cause.

Now, when we consult Christic and James,
it will be seen that, to s man of General Dear
born’s habits, there was really one, though ag
insufficient cause for his prudence. It was
the appearance of the British flect, off the
coast, that induced Dearborn, under the ap-
preliension that a serious attack was medita-
ted on Fort George, to direct the immediate
return of his troops to that point. James
says, “On the 3rd of June, Sir James Yeo,
with his squadron, on board of which he had
some clothing and provisions, and about two
hundred and cighty of the Sth regiment, for
Major-General Vincent, sailed from Kingston
to co-opcrate with that officer, as well as, by
intercepting the encmy™s supplies, and other-
wise annoying him, to provoke Commedore
Chauncey to reappear on the lake.” At day-
light, on (he morning of the S§th, Sir James
found himself close to General Lewis' camp,
at the Forty-mile Creek. It being calm, the
larger vessels conld not get in, but the Heres-
Jord and Sdiney Smith schooners, and one or
two gun-boats, succeeded in approaching with-
in range of the American batteries. Four
picces of artillery were brought down to the
beach; and in less than half an hour a tempo-
rary furnace for hieating shot was in opera-
tion."  Whatever cffect the American guns,
witn their heated shot might have had on the

oSLetchies of the War.  Notices of the War in which
it is stated--"But a few dischiarges of hot shot soon
convineed the Reitish commanders, that the experi-
suent was 1ot likedy to turn out advantageeuslys”

British fleet, it did not prevent General Lewis
from breaking up his camp and retreating {o
Fort Gearge, despatching his camp, equipage
and baggage in batteaux to the fort. The
fate of these batteaux was soon decided ;
twelve of them, with their contents, were cap-
tured by the Deregford, and the remaining five
were driven on shore, where they were aban-
doned by their erews. Sir James Yco, in
order to carry out the instructions he had,
by this time, received from General Vincent,
landed the detachment of the 8th, under
Major Evans, and this corps, joined by the
flank companics of the 49th and one battalion
company of the 41st, which had arrived from
the Heights, now mustering four hundred and
fifty rank and file, entered the deserted Am-
erican camp, where they found five hundred
tents, one hundred stand of arms, one hun-
dred and forty barrels of flour, and about
seventy wounded, whom they made priseners.
Not one syallable of all this appearsin any
of the American accounts. It is not, therefore,
to be wondered at, that General Armstrong
was at a loss to account for Dearborn’s preci-
pitate withdrawal of his trcops.

If the hopes and expectations of the cabinet

Result of the Dear- :xt.Washiugton had bf:cu
born_and Chauncey  raised, to any very high
expedition. pitch by anticipatory
sketches of what was to be cffected, by the
combined attacks of the army and fleet, the
actual results fell very far short of the
promises held out by the general and the
naval commander. The western peninsula, it
was confidently anticipated, was to have been
occupicd, leaving the troops time and oppor-
tunity to attack in detail Kingston, Montreal,
and Quebee.  Instead of this state of affairs,
what was the actual position of the American
troops and {lect at this time?

Two demonstrations had been made, one at
York, the other at Fort George: in the first
instance, some munitions of war had been
captured, but then, this had just been destroy-
cd at Sackett's Harbour—so nothing had
been gained there; in the second instance an
untenable fort had been taken possession of.
These exploits had cost, besides, much time
and men, and moncy, but had not, in reality,
advanced the plan of the campaign onc jota.
Chauncey had accomplished nothing, and

was now at Sackett’s Harbour, and Dearborn



