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NAEllW.'OUNVDLAYNI: A NEI PRO1>10VINCE.

" ~ M., years ago, a gentle-
liafl visiting' W~inchester

Cahda, dcsired to be
s Il o w nl Jane Austen's
grave. mie verger, as lie

4pointed it out, asked
Pray, sir, can you tell

nie whether iliere was

anlyîhing particular about
thiat lady; so inan>' pecopie

whlichi we Canadians found ourselves wlien
the Nwoiiltddlgto alet
Ottut.ia to arrange ternis for the admission
of their sca-girt island into the Canadian
Confcraî ion. We rcgardedNefu-
lanid as a barren and rugged land-a huge
rock lcit over aficr tlie formation of the
Amierican Coninecnt, wrapt iu tic glooni
o! a1 perpetual fo._g, and inhabiîcd 1wv a
scinty numiber of fishiermien, who plied
their trade for a few nîontlhs in the year
and then departcd to thecir homes. %%,
were told that Newfoundlaxid vas an out-
of-tîhe-way place, stapgecring bencath the
burden of a hecavy dtlbî. *Fhcn again, the
Neniesis of a Frcnch fishiery rcaty served
as a bugbear to warn us off frorn the
shores of Nctwfoundla-nd.

XVhen we lurri the searchi-lighît of mil
upon these srecious objections, we find
they fade away like thc phiantoin formis
that frighuten children by lijght. T'he
greatest Iengtlh of the island is 317 miles,
and lus greaiest breadth 3 16 miles, and its
rra is about 42,000 square miles.

l'le coast of Newfoundland presenus a
very picturesque appearance, with ils
numerc'us bays, some of w~hich run into
the niainland So miiles,studded with islands
covered b>' grcen foresis. The depth of
wauer lu the bays is so great that the
largest ocean-going vessel can run close to
the shore, and bè unloaded by placing a
plank froin thie side of the ship) t the dry

la-nd. Unil late years little or nothing 'vas
known about the interior of the island,
but recent surveys have shion that the
valley of the west coast alone conlains
alnîost i 5,ooo square miles ofuthe choicest
nieadow-land. '1'his vast prarie is unshiorn
save by the reindeer and caribou; and tliL
-solenmu stillncss " is broken only b)y the
bark and growl of the woli' and bear. lIs
extcnsive forcsts albound vith gaine that
would bring joy to the Ileart of the niosi
ardent sportsmnan ; and ils sp)ark-hilg
streams are literally alive wvith saInion,
trout and many other kinds; of fishi.

'l'ie prevalent idea that Newvfoundland
is only a land of fogs is as MNr. Bond said
'ras errouicous as the Frenchi minister's
expression that Canada wvas but a lew
acres of snow.*

Tlruc cnough, a smiall fraction of the
coast of N;:wfoundiliand is cnvcloped iii
fog part of the ycar but «'one siwallow
does nul niakc a lpr'li Te winters
are nol nicarly so severe nor are the suin-
mers so hot as wc hiave themi iii Canada.
Rarely does tue therînonicter faîl bclowv
zero lnuthi %"inter and it ranges froîîî 70'
tu So0 lu sulnier

Forînerly onue of the grealesu diffuculties
towards union wiîh Canada was the Gulf
bat at the prescut linme, with a sîeani ferry,
Newfounidla-nd is distant only two hours
and a-hialf froni Canada or about sixîy
mîiles. Thlis short interval is as natighî
affainst the achievemients of clecuricity and
sîeanm and eve-ry student of commercial
geography knows that transportation is
nîucli cheaper by wauer uhan by ]and.
The question of separation tlien which
blockedl the way to confederatlon in '67
is flot worthy of scrious consideration Zo.
day, whêen we reniember that Newfound-*
]and is the reizdez.z'ous of the great cable
lines over whichi the business of two con-
linents-is ilashced in a paltry ncnîent.

In our humble opinion.. the niost seri-


