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C REL-AND'S claim ta a Catho-
lic University, State-assisteci,
li as been repeatedly press-

ed upon the British Govern-
ment ; but not until recent years
hias any attention been paid
ta the demianci. Protestants are
beginning ta reailize(: the injustice of
the system of I rish education, or, ta
sI)eak more correctly, are bceginnn
ta advocate a change iii the svsteni
whose injustice to Cathiolies they
miust ere now have recogrnized.
Hithiertu, it wvould hiave been inju-
dicious and dangecrous for a Minister
of the Cabinet ta attempt ta take the
inatter in hand, as-, owing ta the in-
tolerance of the times, it would nmost
pi-obably have led ta the wreck of
his party; but public opinion hias of
late undergone a change, su mnuch
so that the present grovernmiient is
confident of support in any action
it mnay think fit ta take for the bet-
tering,ý of Catholic education.

LTndoubtedly Catholics are at a
very great disadvantag e with regard
ta university education. Protestant
institutions are richly eindove-d
whereas Catholics re-.celve no ;aid
whatever. But in the face of this,
inequality Catholie c<llegets hiave
outstripped their wealthy rivais, and
now - bear the palmaon.

There are at present in I reland
two universîties , IrInity C. ll-e, or
Dublin University, founded in 1593,
and the Royal University, founded

* This article takes its tacts frozu a
sirnilarly eziitlId studv ini the «4 Amcrican
Ecclesiastical Review " for I)ccmher,
1897.

inii xSo. The former of these can
lay dlaim ta being one of the great-
est educational establishments of the
worid It is the Alma Mater of
many eminent men of the present
day, as weil as of many others whoc
have long since received t]1 .ir sumi-
nions " ta juin. the innumierable car-
avan that nioveýs ta that mysterions
rèalin, where each shall take his
chainber in the sulent halls of cleath."

Catholics are practically excluded
from this university. It is truc that
its exaniinations, an J even its
lectures are open ta al; but, owingr
ta the Protestant teachingy, and the
English and anti-national spirit of
its student-body, Irish. Catholics do
not and cannot avail then-iselves of
its eclucational advantages.

The Royal U niversity is, as it
were, one step towards the complete
eniancipati<)n of Catholics withi
regard ta education. Sonie fifty
years ago the Governniient, feelingr
in duty bound ta provide in sane
iieasure for the education of

Catholics and I)issenters, founded
the ()ueen's University. This insti-
tutuin wais ta consist of the threo-
teachingc colleg-es (if Belfast, Cork,
andi Galway, which were to be open
ta ail creeds, and wcre t<) be abso-
lutely non-sectarian. The colleges
were mnade a yearly allowvance of
$io5,ooo. Against this systeni of
education, in which ail religriaus
teachingr was excluded,Ca-thailics pro-
tested. However, their protest wvas
unheeded.

Nothing was now left for Catho-
hics to do but t<) 2stablisli a univer-
-ity of their own. A collegre was
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