
* THE COMMINATION.

This,'solemn ofie is appointed to
be used ou Ash Weduesday, or tlhe
First Day of Leut, and as we kuow
tlat no religions service is so fre-
quently maligued and misuuderstood,
tiie eudeavor io explain and vindicate
itl mua) uot be tlouglt inexpedient or
uîpréeasouable. U e firndly believe
that it is a serv'ce fomunded upou the
word of the living God, and that
wlha ever miay be alleged against of
uureasonable and iuubelieviug men, it
mnust bc truc and losiug and profila-
ble ; for whatever be the changres in
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the ten per of society, or in the cou- sii h tre n hr lebesu
ditiou of tle Chuireh, we never cau be instcad. This is the sole object of
aIsolved froimi declaring <r God's atbhuor- i!) wli we are told gs
reuce of sin, or from pmaiuîy as words dac speak: eat cwe
G<d' sûre judgrment upos sinners -may fle front such vices, for which
and thuis is " the Coinîiîation," aiu wV ifflun lith oui' own niouths the
it is u.ed t hat we muay uderstande curse of God to due.
terrors of the Lord and be persuaded ;
and ilrat ae aay eaaru ta e love oe e
Chîrist, and bie constraiucd liy iL. Aîîd THE MONTHI IN PROGIRESS.
for s his no service coulu have bec a
fu'aîîîed nire so.eluîn in ils nature, or gSince Epiphiauy we have been coin-
me ehiutîiab e iii itsj de,.igu ; uotluiug piarati<cly iu repose. Ilavitug titsted

more star lin to Iue impeuitent- the swee s Tfh isay glorios Festivals
uo'ting, Iloue eneourtuiu Io tte con- he succession we are called to linger
tie soul. awhuile iin l e paasord y of lio!y delight;

J, lias been unwîsely thouglît aud liy rumiuaiing as it were on what
the I lunrclu, iîustead otf setiug- bufoi-e "'e lim~e so aliundauîly ýttrtaken of'
ls al blebig aund IL curse, liais under- troîin ClureiG as to Epipluany, e n.ke

taken the fi ay deutunciatin of wrati, profitable for lie cui's sustenan
aCd list she rc quires de pryers f aud beconie prepared lor eujoyme
ai the nnimers, thtuit this %vratli îuay of' fuiher supplies of' gra ce. Mani
fli upoor ilit' breilicu. Jr is truc wlile sourning in the sresvc, cant
frat Ie priest s required to say wtuat endure or stiorai a constant extasy;
God lias siiid, andlt &t I lle pco ple are but the Cli'i'jtiaýu yea' lias been. by
bidleu to lirm t e ttullb aud cer- the Clurclis autiorities lu past ai;es
titioty of' I-is wvord. 'IlAnd ail the mosî. wisely ai'raug d aud tiiose Wvho
people stai lnswr and sa p men?' t ike pious heed to Fast and Festival,
But, via is ncaut byAgienas te ciud i pr yug always according to the
htîe? N t, .sw let it te, as, iu the Pruayer Bukw~i-e direction, cannot
ou dunary Pray, rs ; but, Kcrdg, so it fctil to grow in grace, aud in the know-
is, as be u nwe is e red; uo to hx- d e dîtat maketh. glad > t ert.

ptes oui wis , but tI declare oîr The Iloly Bîiciarist is as a stff to
assut- t verily , veily," is truc: the weary ]ilgrin; vhile Engagingin
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This is the Commination or the De-
claration of God's anger against sin,
and we· have ouly to couider ils
words with attention to understaud
tha. there is no curse denouuced, by
the priest, and no prayer for the con-
firmation of a éurse by the people:
for let is observe, it is not said,

' Cursed Be le," or let him be cursed,
but " Cur'sed is lie," or he is under a
cursc; and all the people *slall au-
swer A.men, so it is, so it is declared
by God ; 'le "God whose jtidgments
are true and righteous aitogether."
And is, this -an Anathena? Is it not

ch w 1. 1( i lt t th i


