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“Yes. I took the Zimes with mo to wy
chambers, and was leisurely reading it, not giv-
ing wuch heed to accidents by sea or land,
whon tho post brought mo o lotter from Rotter-
dam—_that ought, but for detontion of tho mails,
to havo reached mo y-sterday—a lotter from Do
Lacy, telling mo b6 was on his way ‘to England,
and should corae in tho Batavian Ida to Liondon
direct, and might bo expected to arrive in o fow
hours after I got big lotter” :

*Oh, brother! what has happoned, then?”
seid Miss Austwicke, speaking in dreawy be-
wilderment,

T havo been to tho Docks to inquire about tho
accident, and found the worst—tho worst tidiags
confirmed. Tho vessel was struck amid-ships,
perfectly cut in two b{ an American steamer,
and went dowa with all on hoard. Why Do Lacy
should have chosen to como home in so poor a
boat a3 tho Batavian lda, I cannot understand.
But poor fellow, thore never wad any under-
standing him, or his father beforo him, Poor fel-
low, poor fellow ?

Mr. Austwicko walked up and down as he
spoke, not 80 much in grief as shocked and‘econ-
cerned,

Miss Austwicke, who looked paralysed by tho
tidings, kept staring at hiw, and nervously wring-
ing her hands; and then, ag if sho woke up from
& dream, exclaimed.—'

“And you mean to suy that Do Lacy Aust-
wicke is drowned ?*

These words wero spoken just as Mre. Aust-
wicke, startled by what Gertrude had told herof
her papa’s retarn and  hurried manuer, had left
ber room and éomo tomake inquiries. 8ho paused
a moment at tho door, hearing the scntence, as
if to mako herself certain of its purport, and then
cxclaimed— :

“What! s-o you mad, Miss Augtwicke, to say
such a thing! Drowned? What do You mean?”

¢ What sho says, my love. I fear it i3 too truo.
Poor De Lacy is lost—drowned.”

At that instant a singlo word showed the im-
mediato direction of Mrs. Austwicke’s thoughts.

¢ The beir,” gho said-=* tho heir of Austwicko ?”
her eyes fixed on her husband’s; and sho con-
tinued--no doubt thinking as she spoke of all
that was involved in the nows, “ Where's Allan?
whert’s my son? Ho must imow, he must bo
sent for. It concerns ug all; so very sudden-—So,
80 dreadful {?

“I ferr,” interposed Mr. Austwicke without
replying to her inquiry, I fear there’s nn chance
that ho did not embark in the Ida, or of ius being
picked up: there was such & denss fog--nothing
like it this winter.?

“I should think, or fear, it was impossible,
sho muttered, trembling and growing paler; for
the sweets of possession seemed 50 near, 8o very
near!

Meanwhile; her husband, and then Allan her
favourite son, te inherit~—to bo the heir—roso to
tho surface of her thoughts.

Miss Austwicke, who haa loved her nephew
Do Lacy in his cfxildbood, ond been for somo
years as & mother to him, though now so long
estranged, scemed at that moment to sce tho
bright faco of a dark-eyed, noblo boy of eight or
nine rise, smiling, beforo her, as sho last saw hin,
shaking his brown curls through which a sun-
beam played, Allthe coldness and estrapgement
of tho past fow years fled liko a dream, and was
oblitcrated. All that now sho knew and felt was
that tho boy who had been her hope.and pride,
if the ncws wero true, had miserably perished.
Without a word or cry, sho tried to nso to her
feet to escapo to her own room; but at the first
cffort sho fell back and fainted.

Marian, who in this famijly scene nad felt asan
istruder who could neither properly remain, nor
amid tho agitating conversation fiud an oppor-
tunity to get away unnoticed, now ran to Miss
Austwicke's arsistance, and when Gertrude, who
had followed her mother down, summoned Martin
1o assist in removing her mistress, Marian went
with Miss Austwicke to her room,

Enowing cnough from what she had heard of
the calamity to feel deoply for the family, parti-
cularly for the obvious sorrow of Miss Austwicke,
and not knowing enough of the world aud its
bacdening inflaences to comprehend all that was

involved in tho sudden death of tho heir of Aust-
wicko—=a death by which Mr. Basil Austwicke
and his beirg succeeded—sho concluded that it
was to them all an overwhelming grief.

To be continued,

BEFORE THE DELUGE.,

HA'Y i3 tho most wholesome reading for
tho young? Fiction, fables, nnd fairy
taleg—or facts? M. Figuier autnor of ¢ The
‘World beforo the Deluge,” an admtirablo adap-
tation of which has been lately published in Eng-
land, kolds that tho first books placed in the hands
of the young, when they havo mastered the first
steps to knowledge and can read, should bo on
Natural History ; that, in place of awakeniong the
facv**ies of youtbful minds to sdmiration by
fubles, it would be betrer to direct theiradmiring
attention to the simplo spectacles of nature—~to
the stracturo of a tree, tho composition of a
flower, the organs of animals, tho perfection of
the erystalline, form in minerals; above all, to
the history, of tho wotld, our habitation. In one
point at least, ho i3 right. After ordinary
and overy-day facts bave been mastered, and a
moderate allowance of amusiag literataro indul-
ged in, then, nothing is more instructivo and ele-
vating than an introduction to new, unknown,
and wonderful facts. And certainly, the incon.
testible truths with which it i3 desirable to fur-
nish the mindsof -the young are not difficult to
find ; nor do they imposo any great labour on the
youthful mind,

Dufferent species havo died out guito naturally ,
races have disappeared, like individoals, Tho
Sovercign Master, who created animals and
plants, has willed that the durution of the
existence of species on tho surface of the carth
should be limited as is the lifo of individu.
als. It was not nccessary, in order that they
should disappear, that tho elements sbould be
overthrown, nor to call in tho intovention
of tho united fircs of heaven and carth.
It iz according to aplan emanating from the
All-powerful, that the races which have lived a
certair timo upon tho carth, have made r way for
others, and frequently for races nearer perfection,
ag far as complexity of organisation is concerned.
Wo seo the work of creation perfecting itself un-
ceasingly, in tho hands of Him who has said,
¢ Beforo the world was, Iam.” The ever increas-

ing beauty of tho fabric compe:s us to adore the | gian

Artificer,

From Chaos to the Deluge, tho scope of M.
Figuier's book i3 indeed an enormous sweep, |.
even for tho most vivid imagination and the most
industrions penman. Nevertheless, by carcful
subdivisioninto epochs, illustrating each by auth-
entic proofs that had been discovered ; and by re-
mains discovercd up to tho present day : from the
imprints of rain drops on tho earliest dry land
from injected veins and basaltic columns, to the
teedh of tho mammoth and the horns of the clk,
who may havoe been contemporary with man—a
clear and distinct notion is conveyed of the
changes that occurred during bygono eges,

Of course itisunderstood.that the epochsare so
arranged for tho purpose of convenientdescription
merely ; for weo aro not to supposo that any dis~
tinct featuro alters one period from another in
nature. Tho change wa3probably gradual and in-
sensible, instead of being, like thoacts of a drama,
marked by thoe rising and falling of a curtain,
This difficulty of drawing a satisfactory lino of
demarcation between difforent systems is guffi-
cient to dispel the ides, which has ‘sometimes
been entertained, that special fauna werc annibila.
ted and created 1u tho mass, or wholesale, at the
closo of cach scveral epoch. Thero was
no close then, as thero is now. Fach epoch
silently disappears in that which succeeds it, and
with it the animals belonging to it ; much as wo
havo scen them disappear from our own fauns,
almost in our own times. "

Tho length of theto periods may bo vaguely

essed at, by the cnormousaccumulations, mads
uring their continuance. Thus, the tertiary
epoch was closed by gigantic clephants (mame

and which probably ushered in the sueceeding one,
They must havo existed inenormous numberg, On
the coast of Norfolk, Englang, alone, the fisher-
men, trawling for oysters, tished up, botweon 1830
oand 1833, no less than two thousand elephants’
molar tecth. Ifwo consider how slowly these
animals multiply, these quarries of ivory, as wo
may call them, supposo many centuries for
production,

It has been an easy task to recognizo the
general form and structuro of tho mammoth, It
surpassed the largest elophants of the tropics in
size, for it was from gixteen to cighteen feet in
height. Tho monstrous tusks with which it was
armed wero twelve or thirteen feet inlength, curv-
inginto & semicircle. 'Wo know beyond a doubt
that it was thickly covercd with long shaggy
hair, and thata copious manefloated upon its neck
and along its back. Its trunk resembled that of
the Indian clophant. Its body wag heavy, and
its legs wero comparatively shorter than those of
tho latter animal, novertheless, it had many of
tho babits.

In all ages, and in almost all countries, chaneo
discoverica have been wmado of fossil elephants’
bones embedded in thesoil. Some of the elephants’
bones baving a slight reseniblanco to thoss of
man, havo often been taked for ‘haman
bones. 1In tho carlier historic times, such great
bones, accidentally disinterred, Have patsed as
having belonged to somo hero or demigod; at's
later period they were taken for the bones of
giants, ’

In 15877, a storm having uprooted an oak neap
the cloisters of Reyden, in thocanton of Lucerne,
somo large bones were exposed to view, Seven
years afier, a physician and professor of Baslé,
Felix Plater, being at Lucerne, examined these
bones 2nd declared that they coald only proteed
fromagiant. The Council of Lucerne congented
to send tho bones to Basle for more minunte ex-
amination, and Plater thought himself jubtified in
attributing to tho giant a height of nineteen feot,
Ho designed o haman skeleton on {his scale, and
returned tho bones with the drawing to Luderhe,
In 1706, all that remained of them was a portion
of tho scapula and a fragment of the wrist-bone.
Rlumenbach, who saw them at the beginning of
the contury, sasily recoguized them for the bones
of an clephant. As'a compliment to thig Bit of
history, bo it added that thd ihhabifants of La-
cerne adopted the image of this pretendéd giant
as the supporters of the city arms! - o

Spanish history preserves many stories of
ts. Tho tooth of St. Ohtistopher, shown at
Valeatin, in *bo church dedicated to ibs gaint,
was cerweint  the molar tooth ofa fossil glephant;
and in 1789, the ¢anons of St. Vincent carried
through tho streets in public possession, to procure
rain, tho protended arm of a saint, which ‘was
nothing less tlian the femuy of an elephant,

Theso fossil bones of clephants are extensively
scattercd, aimost all over the world; id'Scandi:
navis, in Greece, in Spain, inItaly, in Africt In
tho New World, too, we have found, and'continne
still to find, tusks, molar teeth, and bones, of the
mamnioth, - What is most ‘singular is, that theso
remains exis’ thore especially in great numbers in
the north of Europe, in tho frozen regions of Si-
beria; regions altogether uninhabitable for the
clephant in our days. Every ycar, in the scagon
of thwing, the vast rivers which descedd to the
Frozen Occan sweep down with their waters
numerous portions of the banks, and expose to
view the bones buricd in the soil ‘and‘ia tho
excavations left by the rushing waters.

New Siberia and the Isle of Lackon are, for
tho most part, only an agglomeration of sand, ice,
and elephants’ téeth. At every tempest tho ses
casts ashora fresh heaps of mammoths’ tusks, and
the inhabitants aro able to'drivo a profitablo
trade in tho fossil ivory thrown up by the waves.
Duripg summer, innumerable fishermen's ‘barks
direct their course to thisisle 6f bones; andin
winter, immense_caravans {ake tho same route,
all the convoys drawn by dogs, returning charg-
cd with tho tusksof ths mammoth, weighing each
from o hundred and fifty to two hundred pounds.
The fossil ivory thus ‘obtained from ‘the frozen
north is imported into Ohinea and Earope, where
it {3 cmployed for thée gamo purposes a%o

moths), vastly lgrges than
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any_now Surviving, | fvory—which i3 furaished, as we kndw, by the



