
"Whoever will undertakae this daneos greater and greater» (R. V.) The boginning
caterprise, let hlm, try this underground pas. of a new era of increasing national prosperity

age, and when ho as nterd the ortifications and religions progress and activity. The secret

b)yrits, moans, let him smite the lame and the of ail this prosperity and pcrogress was, due to
blid that are hated of David's sou].." He the fact that 1 «the Lord God of hosts was with
shall be chief and captain-is flot in 'R. V. himn." 11. Sent mnessengers-David being
It is a quotation from i Chr. i 1: 6. Posiibly securcly cstablishcd in bis kingdomn, ha opens
Dlavid desired some one tb supersede Joab; up trade and commerce with Hi'ramn, king of
but Joab, with a few men took the fortification. Tyre. Carpenters and masons-{lo%
There are the blind (R. V.)-This became degenerate Isrnel had become in skilled ;vork-
a proverbial ýag'ing for theso poor crippiles. 9. men, liaving to imlport theni from Tyre. 12.
Dwelt in the fort-«'The stronghold" (R.V.) 1 Perceived -Whatever doubts and inisgivings
The victory was David's, wvho made the citadel 1 David nîay have bac!. in the past, he now fully
his palace, and immediately took steps to fortify 1 realized and approciated the fact that ho hati
the suînmit. Millo-Tho ranipart or eatrench- been divinely called aad appoiatod to rule over
ment of the citadel. (Bible Dîctionary). Israel. It is a good thîng whea men truly

111. THr, DsvET.OPMEýT 0F Tflir K7-INC- realize that they are in their riglit calling in lifo.
DOMt. 10. Went on and grew-"l Waxodi

PRACTICAL LESSONS.
.7yie sig "Eveiyhi)ng cornes to hün approval from God and recognition (sure though

that waïls' has miuch tritdh Lu lt. A sometimes slow) from the best clamants in
groat raany people precipitate failure by "1dis- humanity.
covering» themselvos rathar than ;vaiting to ha 3. W14 have here îu afigitre a noble ideat
discovered. The divinest right of kings to of diety set before ai in atithoelty. Thout sha/t
reign is the right consequent on menit and fit. fred (shepherd) ny.peop/e Israe/. Tha pecu.
noss. A long course of training had hnightea- liar govornineatal systeri. ~f lsrael may not ho
ad and intensifiad ail the splendid natural perpetuated, but what an excellent thiag it la
powars of David tili the whole land came to whan the rulers of the people in civil affairs
recognise bis paculiar fitness to be rider over are also comapotent to ha theii leaders in ro-
it. Ia the long rua men find thair levai, or liglous life. Such mon wvould realiso that
rathor the world finds it for them. That being thair sphere lias la the direction of this test-
truc, it bacomas the duty of people who are thay would flot fel that it is their business to gat
religious patriots and who live under a reprasen. as much as they can out of the people during
tative form of government to see that they their termu of office, but rathar would realise
place ia power ovar them only sucb mon as that it is thair duty to do as much as they can
will command respect, and whose ability and for the people. To ha a good shepherd irm-
integrity onsure honest administration of public plias a lova for the flock-a genuine interast in
offices. If this wera done men would not ho their safaty and welfare. It involves a willing-
seeking places and offices with the deplorabla noas to spond and ho speat in their service and.
rosults we 50 often sea, but the places and to couait no work done for them as too arduous.
offices would seek aad find the man who ought Especially is it the duty of the shepherd to
to fill them. We can ail take part in such a look woll aftor the %veaker and poorer maier-
christian citizenship movemieat as this. Re- hors of the Rlock. It is not wvell for the rular
ligion and patriotism are concurrent, for we eîther ia church or state to manifest great in-
xvould douht the religion of the man whose soul terest in the strong and influential people to
ivas 50 dead that ha did flot love bis country. tho exclusion of the weak and tho poor. It is

2. Work- weli doue iu subordinate positions more Christ-hike to brave the dangarous road
paves the wayfrr p'-orotiou. David was now and the stormy night ia looking for the ona
baing rewarded for the toil and travail of his that is lost than to enjoy ease with the ninety
earlier life. "lThou leddest out and hrought- dnd aine.
estina srael." Even though Saul was king the 4. David's capture ofjerusal.-P was pssi.
faithful and courageous conduot of bis suhor. bic ou/y b>' the companionship of the Unseen.
dinate David was noticed, and ultimately It seoins quito clear that the Jebusites considor-
secured practical and opeon recognition. So la ed their position imprognable. Ia thoir opinion
avery xvallk la life ;ve best fit ourselves for a! the blind and the lame could hold it itgainst
higher position hy doing coaspicuously well 1the trained soldiery of David, as a chxld la
our part in the lower p lace. This thought ce&taia situations oaa withstand a mailod
should pravont us fron feoling«that any work warrior. But the place was important from
bowever apparently maniaI is rèally so la any a strategic staadpoiat, while within the hordars
true sonse. IlIf any man wvill coma aftor me, of Judah, it ivas fan onough nonth to command
lot hlm deay bimself and take up bis cross Israel. I-lnce tha valua of securing it and la
daily and follèw me." Life bas aothlng more spite of difficulties Ilwhat ought to ba oa ha"
heroic to shew us than the sight of some man wvith the help of God. Many of the pravalent
or woman in answer to tha caîl of duty to God evils of our turne, such as the liquor traffic,
anxd man loyally treading day hy day paths of seoin 50 solidly intrenched that their support-
apparent drucdgery. Such fait1hfulness iis 1 ors laugh at aIl the efforts of God's people to


