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Editorial.

THE OUTLOOK.

—

Tho present indications are that botter
times have come again, and uuless no
unfureseen reverse occurs,they Lave come
to stay. Tho lessons of the past two
years will, we think, bardly be thrown
away mpon our merchants, and if they
profit by them as they ought, they may
look to the fature as likely to bring them
cvtisiderably more profit and solid com-
fort than the past two years have done.
M_st of them have learned to keep their
Luciness well in hand and live within
thur means  two very important lessons
in any kind of busiuesa or times. Wlule
we do not expect any great bovm 1n Lusi-
ness, we certainly look forward to a good
d nl of solid prosperity. The money
which capitalists have for some time past
k.pt locked up will once more be put
its circulation, and soon every artery of
commerces will foel the vigor of its pulsa-
ti.ns, and be benefited thicrefrom. Idle
capital is about as uscless to commerce
a: 8o much pigiron, bat, put into aircn-
lation, it infuses life inte every branch of
industry it touches. In order to get cap-
italists to invest, they maust bavo con-
filitnce in the prospects of trude, and
fr m the prescnt outlook wo should say
that it will soon be pretty fully em-
ployed.

The rercantile failices in the Dominion
of Canada for the quarter ending Sep-
tember 80, as roported by L. G. Dun &

Co., wore 251, compnred with 227 for the ‘ received or tho services rondored by ham.
correspouding quarter of 1881, Tho hia | Tho lawyor risks nothing except his timo
pi.lnios wero $1,411,000, . hilo tho liabil- i and tho wear u.ml tear of s valuablo
itice for the corresponding quarter of brans, and mainly on the strongth of
1884 were $1,112,000.  For thoe first his advice people go to law., In evory
nino months of 1K85 tho total fuiluroa;cnao that comes befu. tho courts one
number 914, as compared with 979 for | side i3 Lound to loso, thorefure cor*amwuly
:’l.nlc'tf.irat nine ltnu;lth: o:' lfia-l. 'l‘l:lo lmfl suoﬁnqlf uf]thotadvic;u tenJ:;rod by lu.\:lyon;
ilities amount, for first nine wonths o1, tu their chicuts and on the strongth o
1885, to a triflo over seven mllions, ecom | which thoy went to law was worthless. If
pared with $14,865,000 1 the samo  the law allowed the moerchiant to pay for
period last year. this worthloss advice in worthless coin,
wI"_r? ‘thq ebove it.fwil} be soen that for  they wonld be »quare, budt tLe lmvyoxl'; no
the nimo months of the present year|matter how poor his advico may havo
already passed, the failures in this coun- | beon, wants lus pay in stanuard coin of
try arc 85 less in number and about|the realm at tho rate of ono bundred
$7,000,000 less in amount than for the|cents to the dollar.
same period of 1884, Theso factsspeak| Could a law be placed upon the statute
for themselves, and arc strong arguments  buoks, prolibiting the lawyer from
in support of the * botter times ™' theory.  cliarging for bis services whero it could
The reports from all quaiters of tho'bo proved that tho action was entered
country indicate larger sales and better | becausc of Lis advice and was unsucoess-
collections than at this time last year. |ful, it scems to us that a great denl of
In the light of these things we would¥ tho prosert pressure upon the time of
advise our readers to prepsre to take our courts would be removed, and that
advantage of the improvement, and where not one-half of the suits we now read
possible to keep a stock commensurate about would ever get into court. The
with the wants of thie part of the country ' differcnce would then be, that the lawyer
they live in. While caution, lihe specu-  would have the practioal standard of suc-
lation, may bc carried to extremes, Wo . cess to be measured by, and if he failed
trust that our readers may strike the, to come up to its requiremente, ho would
happy medinm. o minus his fees. Wo imagine the effect
would be that he would deter lus clicnts
from going to law unless he himself was
suro of their success; asit is, ho usually
adrises them to go in anyway, knowing
by Mr. W. 1. Howland, and published | that ho is all right wht.:tl‘lox tbcsr a;o or
10 tho colnmns of our esteemed cuutem-  nut. The lawyer's opinion and advice
porary, The Merchant, of this city. Any : are what he has to sell, and arc as much
thing frum Mr. Howland's pen i» usually nierchondisc as the merchant's goods.
well worth perusing, but in tuls article, If the merchant sells the lawyer au
on * The Tribunals of Commerce,” be, article and it dves not turn out a8 repro-
has opened up a vein which, if properly scuted, the Iatter nntumlly wants 1t
worked, would produce almost wonder K made good. 1If, huwever, as 18 ofien tho
ful results to the entire wercantile com | case, the lawy.cr sellg the merchaut lus
maunity of this country. It is hard to es | opiuion and Lis sorvices, and they turn
timate the vast amount of good,sulid cash | out wurthloss, he declins to be judged
that is annually wasted by merchants in | by tae ssme standard. W ° do not
Canada on the worthless upinions of | tLink this is fair, and, as v'o 8ail befure,
; o its to is to induce o large amuunut
petiyfogging lawyers. In wnino-tenths of its tendency is induc {
L‘.he cases where law is resorted to,tu settls : of unnccessary litigation, whicli would
disputes, one sidc or the other Las been | never occur except to further the wnds of
{
I
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TRIBUNALS OF COMMERCE.

We reprintin another columnan article |

g0 badly adsised as t« be morally certain  an overplus of socond rate lawyers. Of
of defeat fron. the outset. No matter A course thero are sume honorable excep
how poor his opinion may be about Lis  tions to thesc strictures, but we are surry
cient 8 case, or whether his client wins  to sny they aro the etcejtivn rather than
[or loses, the lawyer is level-headed | the rule.

ienongh to collect his bill of costs, which| For these reasons, wa hail with dehizht
most peoplo wio havo been threugh his, any wmeasure sack as tho one advocated

bands are ready to aver, is always out of | by Mr. Howly.d, which will bring busi-
proportion to the quality of the advice  ness cuminon se- go into the suttlement



