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Those %vho sang iii this strain wvere only
tîxose wvhose emotions wvCnt out towvards
ail thi,îgs beautiful and tender. Tlie
Island of Lcskos wvas its homie. Alcaeus
wrote iii this strain, and Anacrcon, fainous
for their lays. But greatcst of ail, the
onc w~ho mnade tlîc iielos bcautifuil aînong
other beautiful forîns, %vas -burniîîg Sap-
phio," the greatcst anîd aliiost only poetess
of Grcece. Like Hoîner, niuchi about lier
is unknown, but bier poeins are living ex-
pressions of ail the strong and deep and~
tender emotions of the lian soul.

But Greece, wearying- of these inactive
declarations,looked for sornething iii which
inaterial action took place. For centuries
shie liad- listened to lier bards pouring
forth thecir effusions, but nowv more wvas
required, and to fill this nleeci the draina
was broughit forward.

In Grecian, as in nmodern, draina there
wvas the tragedy and coînedy. The trag-
edy came forward first, and as tfae oue
wvho introduced it, Aeschylus can dlaimn
fulîl lionor. Perhaps no character lias
ever been niade the subject of so mauiy il-
lustrations, nor lias any furnislied s0
niany truc pictures of life wvitlî its un-
solved inysteries and the deep, dairk sec-
rets of the omnipotent powver, as his
Promethus. Aeschylus was born iii 525
B. C. Before this date Thespis, the first
tragie poet, flourishced.

-Perhaps a greater than Aeschlyus %v-s
Sophocles. Born 495 B. C. The lau-
guage of Aeschylus wvas soleinui, stately
and grand. His successor viried fromi
this by adopting a more coninonplace
inanner of expression,. but at the saine
tiniie dealiug witlî simiilar subjeets. He,
too, endeavors to solve the vast problemns
of life. and lie, too, likeC ail tliose Wvho
hanve gone before anîd ail tliose wl'ho have
followcd after, lias to leave to fate to clear
thc mystery. The Anitigone is lus great-
est. Tue last of the great tragic drainî-
atists wvas Euripides. More truc to nature,
still, tliai Sopliocles, but at tlîc saie timie
dcpicting lni life iii its weakiicss and
passion. The Medea is luis finest workc.

The coîuîedy foBàowed the tragedy. Like
to the Iaiuibie, it ridicules and jests at its

Vi:ctinis. Aristopluanes wvas perhaps the
greatest %vriter of tlîis scliool. In bis
"Biàrds"- and " Frogs" and "aWasps'"

aIl institutions aiid public characters iii
!:oie way arc ridicuied.

îmenanider and Possidippus %vere otliers
%vlio, were faîa;ous for tiueir coînedies.

Froiii the rali of poetry wve turn to
tiuat of prose. Centuries liad passed froi
the time of Hoier til the first Greciaî
p.rose appeared. Nor is it strange. Tfle
Greks wvere an aestlietic: people. The
luaruîiony of poetry apl)eale(l to, tlieiii4
while tue more uuinteresting and iess
muusical prose liîd io part in thecir i-
tures.

The first Greelz prose took, the forni of
a liistory. and indeed nîuichi of prose wvrit-
ings of tlîat country deai w'itl the sainîe
subj ect.

The first %vas work on the fotinding of
Aliletus, wvritten by Cadînus, a native of
tli't city. Many otliers wvrote chronicles,
and legends on inferior topics, but tlîey
were îîot preserved.

I Ierodotus - the fatlier of history -
wa bori '484 B. C. lis great %vork was
a history of tlîe Persian %var %vitlî lus own
.Land. Tluougli lie lias lianded dowvr to us

the listory of bis times, and thougli it is
one of tlîe wvorks on wlieli we base our
knowvledge of the past, yet Herodotuis lias
faiied, in confoundiiug witlî actual facts;
unreal and inythical events.

Tiîucydidies cornes iue.,xt tlîe greatust
listorian of Greece. I-is wvork on the
Pelaponnesiani war is free fron the -errors
wvhicli Herodotus feli into. I-is style is
pure and frc froin partiality.

Last of the hiistorians wvas Xenaz-plioii.
Like Caesar of Roie, lic wvas a skiiled
gencral. and lus style is imuchi like that of
Ca-esa-r's, but lie does not equal Thucy-
didies as a writer of lîistory. is Anua-
basis aîîd thes Meîiiorabilia of Socrates
aire distinguislicd by tlîeir pure Greek

Tliere is one class of prose %vriters yet
to be îîuentioîîed-tlîe wvriters of phiilo.s-
phy. Ainong tiiese Plato stain15 pre-
eiiîiint, anîd into tlîis; class Lucian iu13y
be adnîitted.

Tue works of Piato deal exciusively
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