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BY REY., THORNLEY SMITH,

UGUST 5. JBlorning. "Tus Avruicrioy oy IsrexL.
(Exod. v. 1 —19.) 'The request of Musig and Aar o
Pharaoh was, at first, that ho would let the peuple of 7 acl
go and celcbrato a festival in tho wildcrness. "This was a
patural and reasonable request, as all nations presented sacr.
fices to their deities, an1 Jehoval, the Gud o} the Israclit.s,
conld not be worshippeld acceptably in Bgypt. Pharavh’s ro-.
ly was, ¢ Who is Jehovah, that [ uhuulﬁ listen to his vuice,
to let Israel go? I know not Jehovab,” This was true, bat,
a9 Keil says, it was no justification of his conduct. The reply
of tl.c wessengors wag, that God hal met them, aud requirel
them to hold this feast; and that they were in dauger of
being stricken with pestilence, or with the sword, if they wil-
fully refusel. In Egypt they misht sacritice to tho gods of
the Egyptians, but not to the Gud of the Hubrews. Dut
(ver. 4-3) Pharavh would not comply. He callel the
Israclites the ¢‘low-peoplo,” ie., ‘“the common.people,” or
ople of the lower caste, (Jor. lii. 25 ; Ezck. vii. 27.) And
g charged Moses and Aaron with encuuraging them tu indo.
lenco (ver. 6 =9). Tno samo day Pbarash cummanded the
taskmasters, or hailiffs, who were set over the [sraclites to
urge them to their work, that they should no longer give the
peuple straw to make bricks. Chopped straw, mixed with the
clay, made the bricks more durable, and they were not burnt,
but dried in the sun. The people werv thus compelled t.
gather stubble where they could, and yet to make the sam.
quautity of bricks as before. Thnis greatly increased their
burdens. By “‘lying words™ (ver. 9) the K.ng weant the
words of Moses, that the God of Isracl hal appeared to Lim
(ver. 10~18). The taskmasters were only tos ready to falli.
this harsh command ; and as tho Israclites could not thus add
to their work, they were beaten, and t.1d that thay wereidle
They complamaed to the King, but ¢nly met with a repulse.
This appeared to be severe chastiscment, but according to the
memory t-xt (Heb xii, 11), it was futended to work for g.od.
Afternovn.  PavL Sest ro Maceposia  (Acts xvi. 1 =21
At Derbe Paul aud Silas found Tunotheus, 2 youug disciple
converted on the apostle’s former visit (ch. xiv. 6 -21). A
his father was a Greek, he kad not been circameisel, but St.
Paul wished to take him with them, and had him circumcised
for the sake of the Jewr, who were $» zealous for the law
(1 Cor. ix, 20). The decrees (ver. 4) were those of chap. av.
23 ~29, and were, no doubt, recevived by the churches with
great joy. These decrees, togother with the miuistry of Pau}
and Silas, coufirmed them in tho faith, and many persuns were
added to their numbers. They wished to proce-d westward to
Asia; thas ie, the west-coast distri.t of Asia Minor (ver. G),
but by some internal dircetiun the Holy Ghust prevented them,
for there was other work for them to do. They came t.
Mysia, on the north-west coast, and cssayed to go iato
Bithynia, on the east of the Busphorusand the Black Sea, but
again were hinderod by the Spirit. The set time for the visi-
tation of different countries is detormined, n.t Ly man, but by
the Holy Ghost. Troas (ver. 8) was ou the coast of the Egean
Sca, whence they could luok towards the continent of Eurepe.
In a vision Paul saw & man of Macedonia, who entreated nam
to come over, and he and his companivgs went accordingly.
We suddeuly occ.ira here, which implios that Luke hiwself
becawe their fullow-traveller. They embarkel in 2 ship, and
first reached Samothracia, an island thirty cight miles west of
the Tnracian coast. The next day they came to Necapolis,
ahaven of Thrace, now called Cavalla, A distance of twou
miles brought them to Philippi, callel the chief city, or the
first city of Macedonia - that is, topographically, nut
politically ; it was also a colony, for, though built by
Philip, the father of Alexander the Great, Ru.nans were
now its masters, aud had sent colonists to dwell in it, It was
the first city in Europe in which the ambassadors of Christ
preached to the people. The river (ver. 13) was probably the
Uangitas, and here, probably in a tent or proseuche, the
Jews and proselytes met on the Sabbath Day to pray. A
few women were amongst them, and, among others, Lydia, a
seller of purple dyes or fabrics from Thyatuwa iu the Asiatic
province of wydia. Paul and his companiuns j iued thetn, aud
Ereachcd to them the Gospel. Lydia's heart was opened —not
y Paul, but by tho Spirit—openud gontly, nut brokea like
tho jailor's (ver. 27), and, already a Jewish proselyte, she
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teeawe o Christian, and was baptized. She was probably
atlluent, had a house and domestivs, if not children, and when
ter beart was opened to recoivo the truth her house was
opened to roceive its messengers. Sho besought them to take
up their abode with her, and thus her house becamo the Hrst
place of Christian worship in Burope, How great an honour!
somo days later (vor. 13) a cortain damsel followed them as
they went to prayer.  Sho had the spirit of a python, as the
word divisation weans, Python was serpent at Delphi killed
by Apoliv, but subscquently suuthsaying was so-called. The
Zirl was probably a ventriloguist, and she was a slave, and
Urought her masters considerable gain. By a spirit of divina-
ion she spuise the truth, like the demons i the days of our
Lord (Matt. vid, 293 Luko iv. 34), aud ofcen cried in the
streels of the city as the servants of Gol passed along
{ver 17), Paul was grieved. Bat why ? Nout because he was
wmnvyed, but because be was iudignant at what ho saw,
wmd coald not receive testimuny from such o source. He
tbherefore commanded the evil spitt, by whose agency she
wted, to come vut of her, and when her masters saw that the
nups of their gains was gone, they scized Paul and Silas,
draggad them Lefore their rulers in the markot-place or court,
wnd charged them with troublivg the city (ver. 18-—20).
Thus their triumphs began in Earope, but their persecutions
slso.  Timothy and Luke were not molested. By this
uarrative all svothsaying or fortane-telling, including the
absurdities of spiritualism, is undoabtedly comdemaed.
Augast 12, Morning, ProMises or DEL1vERANCE, (Exodus
vi 1--13.) It wag nobt surprising that the Israclites com-
plained to Moses and Aaron as they did (ch. v. 20, 21).
But Guld had not forgotten them, and whea Moses wont back
tu Juli nah he received thes promises. *‘ I am Jehovah,” ete.,
and ** Now shalt thou see what [ will do.” (Comp. Jobn xiir.
7.) Tothe patriarch Gol had appeared only a3 El Shaddai—
tod Almighty ; now He would appear as Jewovai, the
absolate beiug working out Eis own plans, and faithful in the
performance of all Hig promises. In ver. 4 wo haveall the
covenaut promises of Gen. xvii. 7, 8; xxvi, 3; xxxv. 11, 12
broaglit tugetber, and God said, I, who madethat covenant,
will keop to ik, T bave heard, U have remembeced 3 T will
redeen yon, T will make yoa My people; I will bring you
mnto the laud I prowised to your fathers.” Andif God says
Je wall do a thiug, it will certaiuly bo done ; fur He (Jenovam)
is the Being, and none can resist His will (ver. 9—13). Moses
told the children of Israel all this, but they did not listen to
him, lit., for shortness of breath, or an inmer pressure of
sorrow which preveuted them from breathing freely. As
afterwards, so now, they were full of despondency and unbeliof,
But Moses himself was full of anguish, and when Jehovah
t.old him to go back to Pharavh, bhe sawd, “* If the children of
Israel would not hear him how was it probable that Pharaoh
would bear him, as he was heavy of mouth or ¢ of uacircum-
cised lips '? " (see ch. iv. 10 ; cf. ch. vil. L—15). But God gave
M.ses and Aaron a charge o completotheir mission, and they
must fullil it amilst all discouragements, Ps. i, 15 is a
precious memory text here.
Afternoon.  Patt axv Sitas 1IN Prison,  (Acts xvi.
22_40.) Tho magistrates of Philippi most unjustly beat
them and cast them iut, prison, but the jailor weut beyond
their commands. Think of him. (1) As a man, he was
cruel and uofeeling . and thrust them into the inner prison,
aund made their feet fast ia tho stocks.  This was probably a
wld, damp underground coll, and with their backs bleeding
from the licturs’ ruds they lay upon the ground. Did they com-
plain ? No. At midnight they pray.d and sany praises to God
in such lanzuage as Pa. xxxiv.  And the prigoners in the ad-
jsining cells heard them, or, lit listened, Then an earth-
quake shuok the building, and then the jailor was about tu be
wore cruel to bimself. He had a sword by his side, and for
fear of being put to death for not duing his duty, was about
to commit suicide. Paul saw him sumehow, though he could
uut seo Paul, and cried out, ¢ Do thy«elf no harm, for we are
all here.” Their bands ware lo.sed, but they did not attempt
to escape. Now look at the jailor (2) as a penitent. i
conscience is aroused, he is afrail of a greater pupishment
than death ; he is deeply humbled, and, calling for a lizht, he
cowes in, and fulling at the feet of bis prisvuers—fur he is
their prisoner now —asks, ¢*\What muast I do to besaved 2" Que
thing unly was theirruply : ¢ Beliove,” ate., for they saw that
he was a true pea.tent, and was therefore warranted to trust
in Carist for silvation. Nouo bat penitents are. Thou sce
him (3) as a believer. He is thoaghtful and compassionaie
{ver. 32). Ho is kind aud generous (ver, 34), He is fall of




