
TUE CANADIAN DAY-STAR.

READY TO FORGIVE.

The central idea of the Gospel is that God is love. This truth
is the illumination that streams from the Sun of' Iighteousness, to
enligliten man's darkened mmnd, and to gladden his desolate heaxt.
Lt is most important that no xnists of error oi, of prejudice sliould
obscure man's view of this glorious verity.

The declaration that God is ready to forgive leads the mind
away up into bis loving heart. lie is ready to forgive because lie
is a God of love. His readiness to forgive is a most wondrous dis.
play of lis mercy.

Forgiveaess is the remission of the penalty due to sin. Lt is
deliverance from exposedness to punishment. Sinners deserve
punîshment, and as unrepent ant, are exposed te punishinent. God
is holy, and as a hdAy iRuler, he mnust, in some way, display bis
holiness ia his dealings with sinners. Sînners, therefore, wLo re-
pent not, mnust at last bc banished from. God's gracious presence,
deprived of lis heaven, and consigndtthplcofoe Whiea
sinners are forgiven, they are freed from. God's law as a condemn-
ing law, and restored to lis favour; though guilty they are
treated as if' they were not guilty as regards their eternal state.

God is ready to forgive sinners. Hie is waiting to be gracious.
There is in him a disposition to pardon. Hie lons o eeie m
ners back to lis bosoin of love, and to fold them in the arms of
bis mercy.

God's readiness to forgive implies atonement. Lt is nlot because
lie looks lightly on sin that hie is ready to forgive the sinner. If lie
is a sinner-loving, lie is also a sin-hating, God. When lie deelares
bis readiness Ilabundantly to pardon," it must be on the footing
of some manifestation of his detestation of sin, whidh makes it
gloriously evident, that, while lie is waitiug to clasp sinners to his
heart and take them home to his heaven, lie regards their iniqui-
ties with holy abliorrence. ilence the need of the atonement of
Jesus Christ. The sufferings and death of Christ far more ex-
pressively evidence the evil of sin to the universe tlian does the
punishment of' rebels. In love to man, from his own exhaustless
resources, God lias provided the atonement of Jesus for lis salva-
tion. 11e most freely gave up his Son to die for men. Jesus did
not suifer and die to make God willing to forgive. fie suffered
and died because there was in God a desire to forgive, the inten-
sity of whidli is, to be mensured by the sacrifice that lie made in


