rHl, GANADIAN GENTLEMAN'S JOURNAL ANw SPORTING TIMES

Qorrespandence.
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THE ENGLISH SPARROW ANv AL-
LiNIS

—

To Editor of Sporting Tumes :
In your last issue (Deo, 20th), you mention a

. & gemi albino’ sparrow ciscovered st Goderich,

and assume such to be a rarity. In tms you are
in error, 88 no form cf avimal life, from man to
the lowly molluse, is oxempt from these peou-
liaritios ; and no opocies present them €o often
as the English sparrow (Passor domesticus). In
August, 1877, when conneoted with one of the
Now York sporting papers, a gentleman of Jersey
Qity presented me with an albino sparrow, shot
by in the suburbs of Newark, New Jersoy,
and which now ornaments my mantle, having
‘been mounted by that prince of taxidermists,
Bell of Broadway. The entiro plamage is of a
pure white, though with a faint matallic gloss,
having much the look and fesl of tals or steatite;
the bill and legs kave s faint roseate tinge.
During the past summer I purchased a sacond
specimen from & Hebrew taxidermist in Cineia-
nati, also of & pure white, though there ie 4 faint
roseato tinge to the plumage as well as bill and
tarsi. In Brooklynin 1877, Isaw a flock of
spattows, perhaps twenty or more of which
neatly, or quite one half, had prominent white
markings ; and Mr. Conklin, Director of the
Zoological Garden of Central Park, informed me
thst white sparrowa were almost as common in
the Park as those of natural plamage. A gen-
tlo1an—the name has slipped my memory at
the present moment—residing in Boston, and
whois devoted to ornithology, tells me that on
an averago of every second nesting of sparrows
there is at leagt one albino, or partial albino.

I am a0 the possessor of & nelsnotic sparrow
«black as & erow,” though wanting entirely in
the gloss to tho plumage observavle in Corvus
Americanus, resembling rather tho desd line of
grenulated or hydrogenized iron.

Albino squirrels, quail and robins (turdus
migratorius, not tbe English bird of the same
name), are by no meeus uncommon, and there
are few taxidermists that have not one or more
spocimens , Mr. Bell. the tarzidermist before
mentioned, has an albino ruffed grouse, though
there are a fow rusty markings.

Melanism or melanosis, the adverse of al-
binism, is alao @ frequent phenomens, though
not %0 common &8 the latter. Both are phyrio-
logical phenomena, due entirely to naturaloauses.
One is an excess of pigment, the other its entire
absence. Color depends upon the admixture of
pigment cells with ordinary cells. The different

races of man owe their varied hues to the relative
amount of pigment in connection with the
ordinary epidermic cells, and to tho particular
tint of the pigment which the mixture forms.
Wo frequently see human specimens presenting
the fair complexion of Egropeans who are of
Negro parentage, partionlarly in museums and
peripatitio shows. Suchb aro usually white from
birth, but the following verv curious example is
recorded on unquestionable authority :

A negro flave in Kentucky, aged forty-five,
was born of coal black parents, and was himself
blsok until twalve years of age. At tbat time a
portion of the gkin an inch wide, enciroling the
head just within the bair, graduslly changed to
whits ; also the bair ocoupying that locality. A
white spot next appearsd near the inner corner
of the left eye ; and from this the white color
gradually axtended over the face, trunk, and ex-
tremities, until it covered the entire surface.
The complete changa from black to “white ocou-
pied abont ten years; and bui for his hair,
which was crisp aud wooly, and the flattening of
the nose, 10 one would have supposed at this

~time thaé his progenitors had offered any of the

characteristios of the negro, his skin presenting
the healthy vascular sppearance of & fair com-
plexioned European. When he was about
twenty-two years of age, however, dark copper-
colored or brown spots began to appear oun his
face and bands ; but thess remained limited to
the portions of the surfsce exposed to light.
About the time that the black color of the skin

to disappear, ho lostHix sense of smell,
the olfactory nerve seoming to e entirely para.
lysed, “hough & punpent sensation was excited
by irritating vapours, and the application of
mouf! induoed snenzing. The other genses, how-
ever, were unimpaired. Also after acquiring hus
white complexion, he had measles and whooping
congh the second time. Those who would wish
to know more of this intercsting oase, will find
foll partionlsrs in the American Journal of
Mediesl Science for January, 1853. A like case
was exhibited also by Dr. Inman before the Zoo-
logical Section. of the British Association at
Liverpool in September, 1854.

Your resders muy think think this a strango
jumble—eparrows and negroes—but the infer-
enco is the same. I may add also, that albivism
1a the hnman subject is notconfined to tae nogro
rane. Woread that tho Spanish cenqnerors

ma30p_ A

G. Gibson. Mr. Robert James has the bay geld-
fag Jobu A., record in the.:40’s, moving, and he
thinks well of him. Among tho many excollont
road teams which came under my observation
was the team af Mr. Booth, contractor, composed
of tho grey gelding D. I. K, Riue, and tho chest.
nuj golding Orauge Blossom. They are a speedy
pair aud can trip along in :50 to the pole. Tho
bay gelding Alexander, the priuce of ice horses,
appears on the road occasionaflv, and delights
his many admirers by his wonderful bursts of
speed np and down tho road. Heis not in train-
ing this wintor, and consequently will not start
at any of tho meotings. He is indeed a Rarus
on the ice, aud no doubt has not escapoed the
momories of some of our eastern horseman,
whose equines he 8o gallantlv defeated all over
tho country—at Toronto, Ottawa, and Montreal
—with apparont ease, in the winter of 1876, Noxt
season he may favor us with his presence upon
the turf, when look out for a trotter. Ho is in
superb condition, and fully merits the title ot
King of Ice Horses. Among the young stock
growing up in our midst are a great many fine
colts and fillies, sired by such sires as Fulton,
Goperal Stanton, Donglas, &c., and my attention
wag perticularly attracted to & blood bay stal-
lion, rising 3 vesrs old, and sired by Messrs.
Batten & Goold's favorito Hamblevonian stallion
General Stanton. Ho 18 a perfect model of a
trotter, and bears & great resemblance to his
gran lsire, Rysdyk’s Hambletonian. Mr. Maloney
of our city, is the happy possessor of this rioh
prize. I depiot great things for him when
nmatared.

Lest my articls should begin to be dreary, and
thapking you for thiz valuable spate in your
favorite journal, I will bring it to a close, not
forgstting to acquaint you with any tit bit which
may occar. Agsin wishing you ali suo.
cess in your enterprise, and the complimonts
of the season, I remain, yours, &o.,

Bauros.

MONTREAL HUNT.

The usual annual mecting of tho members
g the Montreal Hunt took place on tho 16th
ult., at the office of the Mentreal City Pas-

songer Railway Company.  Present:
John Crawford, M ¥ H, in the
chair; J R Hautchins, Secrelarv; Dr

Fisher, Charles and Heunsi Bouthillier, Johu
8 Allan, C Alloway, J Paton, H & O QGallar-
nean, Alexander Eadaile,and Geo Swinburae.
Aftor disposing of the financial question, Mr
Allan, seconded by O Alloway, proposed that
John Crawford be re-elected M F H for the
enguing year, but Mr Crawiford haviog posi-
tively declined the candidatare owing to bis
previous long term of office, it was then
moved by Mr Hutohins, seconded by Mr
Gsllgrneau, that Mr Chas Bouthiltier be
eleoted M F H, which wa3 oarried unani.
monsly. Mr Bouthillier, however, baving
very gracefally dnaclined the hondr, it was
then moved by Mr Allan, seconded by Mr
Alloway, that Mr § R Hutohins be elected
M F H. Carried unanimously, It was then
moved by Mr Eadaile, seconded by Mr.
Bouthillier, that Mr Allan be elected Secre-
tary. Carried unanimously-

Athlefic.

THE RAINE-IRVINE RACE.

RLINE 'S STORY.

The following is an account of the four-
hours’ go-as-you please race betwesn Raine
aud Irvine, of Oltawa, which took. plaos at
the Temperance Strest Skating Rink bere on
Christmas Day, taken from the Ottawa Citi-
zon, the points of whioh were evidenily far-
nished by Raine :~—

« The four-hour go as you please race be-
tween John Raine, of this city, and Gegrge
Irvine, a former resident of this ocity, came

off in Toronto. The contest was won by
Raine, who covered about 28 miles in the
specified time, Irviry being threo-quatters.of
a mile behind. Raine returned to the oity
vesterday, and has given an explanation of
the affair, which shows be has been thor-
oughly duped by some designing sud money

frona one Saudford, of Orillia, in which tho
writer stated ho had matched him (Rhaine}

money wad 1a the hauds of s responsible

. : 3 oity, {w
making sharpers. Raine recoived a letter Stovward Tosated),

against Irvine for 3200 a side, and that tbol
| ber, 1858,

stakeholder. Sandford msde him an unex-
tanmaal woaiffar tawa tn_Toronty) aud run)o®

going on we protested against it, but that at
vrescut in oporation ina graat deal worse,
We do not blame O'Leary, for if somebcdy
camo forward to back & cripplo on orutcuos
against him, his temtperament is such that
ke would make the race. Wo will, however,
state very plainly to him, and solely for his
venefit, that tbe present proceedings are
simply disgracoful to all concerned except
himself; and that any renowal of them in
any shapa will be a gross insult to the people
of Now York, The fact that thero are fools
enough found {o fill the building, and to still
believe the incrediblo lics told about Cam.
pana, does not excuse the falsopretences that
mist have nonderlaid the aflair. It is in-
credible that anybody could have been found
to back the man Campana, hona fide, against
O'Leary ; and when the latter fails to do 450
miles, as ho will fail, it will be simply®to af-
ford a protext to give Campnana some of the
gate money under the provisions of the pre.
tended articles. O'Leary could have gone
500 miles if he had tried from the beginning,
and everybody knows it.—Sportsman.

THE LONG DISTANCE WALKERS.

vaxiEL O'LEary.—This faouns long dis-
tance walker is 88 years o013, 5 fest 8} inches
high, and weighs about 140 1bs. His long-
est performances are as follows :—

In June, 1878, in Chioage, he walked 500
miles in 156 hoors. In October, the same
vear, in Chicago, ke walked 503 miles,
while Weston was ocovering 4514, in 1484
hours. In April, 1876, in San Francisco, he
covered 500 miles in 189 hours and 28
minutes against hime—140 bours. The next
month, in the same oity, he walked in a six
days' match against Henry Bohnechel.

After Schuechel had walked 288 miles he
was taken sick and withdrew. In Septem.
ber. 1876, he walked 500 miles in 144 hours
against time, in this city. in the American
Tostitute. TIn October, 1878, he walked 508
miles, in Liverpool, inside of 144 hours,
beating Weston’s walk there of 601} miles 1n
the rame time. In Maroh, 1877, in a mateh
against Weston, in Agricultural Hall, Lon.
don, he walked 520 miies in 140 hours, Wes.
ton aoverinz 510 in 148 hours. In August,
1877, he walked against two men, who took
the track on -iternate days, relieving each
other. O'Leary went over 518 miles in 144
hours, while the v eovered jointly only 498
miles. In the <truggle for the champion
belt given br Si- John Astley, in Londoan,
O'Leary cover d 520} miles in 188 houra 52
minutes, In s late match with Hughes,
O'Leary went osar 408 miles wiule Hughes
was lepping 810.

Perzr NaroLrox Caspaxa.—* Sporl ™ wag
born at Petersbaurg, Va., Sept. 17, 1886,
stands 5 fust 8 in,, and in his best days was
wont to scale :hout 150 lbs., but oxn com.
menciog his present ardaous uadertaking
kioked the beawm at Lut 1424 Ibs. In the
issne of the Clipper bearing date Oct. 8, 1857,
appears a portrait of Campana—and & very
trim-built, likely-looking young fellow ha
+as in his running costume-—with bis record
underneath, from which we glean the follow-
ing particulars concerning his performances
up to that time :—Won & mile race against
time, $50,.Juno 4, 1855; time, 4 min, 58
geo.; beat Billv Lee, $20, around Tompkins'
square, New York city, June 11, 1856; beat
Lee, §50, half a mile, July 2, 185.5 ; time, 2
184 sec.; ran 1,600 yards iu 4 min. 11 seo,,

25, Jan, 20, 1857 ; beat Marray, $40, Lalf s
) wile. Red House track, Harlem, N. Y., May
25, 1857 ; time, 2 mun. 18 sec.; won cham-
pion belt of New Englaund, offered by James
Hart, 8ve miles, defeating Lambvert and an-
other, Providence, R.I., July 10, 1867;
beaten by Patrick Buokley, (** Liynn Buck ',),
$200. five miles, Union Course, L.I., Sept.
8. 1857 : time, 29 min. 21 sec. Not satisiiad
with this defeat, Sport sought &nother race
l with tus Buck, and they ran the same dis-
tance on the track at Sangus, Mass., Oct. 9
following, Campana being allowed a start of
ons hundred yards, aud being Leaten by
over two bundred yards, in 28 mun. 8 eco.
On St. Patrick's Day, 1858, Sport had 8
benefit at the Cirons, in the Bowery, this

herre the new Bowery Tneatre was
when he defoated Atti-
nalli (afterward a burly, good-natared mem-
ber of * ths force "), Langstafl and Induo,
! in a two-mile race ; time, 10.18. In Novem-
Sport dofeated W. B. Demson,

between two wallzers it was absard. Evory-
body-kuew on the second day as woll as ft'is
known now that O'Leary could boat tho
other man. As alest of ondurance it was
also & failure, unless it be considorod a test
of the endurance of the public, which, in
Now York, bas often been tested and never
boen known to fail, Walkice is a whola.
4ome prac.ico, besides heing a pleasuro to
healthy people. But there is nothing either
wholusome or pleasant in tho spectaclo of
two men following oach otheraround a track
fustamed by stimnlants and the hope of

gato monoy,’ and onding in a conditton un-
leasantly noar delirium fremens. DBut o
ong as tho publio will pay gate money to
8o this spoctacle, the publio has no right tu
complain.—World,

“MICKEY FREE'S" DAUGHTER'S
MISTAKE.

Elizabeth Harriott, daughtor of tho late
pedestrian, * Mickey Free,” of Jorsey City,
was informed that arsenio would improvo bor
comploxion. Having bought arsenie, she
was advu}ed by & young bysician to take as
chh'?f it as *“ghe oonh;) got ou the end of a
knife, .She mensarcd the arscnic with a
table knife, and a fow dsy ago took a tea-
spoonfal, Sho was affected with vowiting,
and bad all the other symptoms of poisoning.
The noxt morning she felt bettor, and took
more argenio. She became #o sick that her
mother becsme alarmed, and called in Dr.
Lochner, He admmistered antidotes.

—_——
SPRINTS.

O'Leary—Cavpava.—The O'Leary-Cam-
paua ei1x day waik torminated on Saturday.
O'Leary covered 4001-9 miles, and Campana
857} ; tho latter was very extensively ** ased
up,” and blames his trainers therofor.

Tue Rine.—It is stated that Mr. Baruey
Asron, the Boston trainer, is coming to Mon-
treal shortly to put in condition for the arena
two aspirants to pugilistio honors. The fight
is supposed to come off in April in the vici-
nity of 8t. Johns, Que.

Lonpon.—Tho 100-yards foot race between
Moessrs, George Bradley and Jshn Tracey,
came off on the 23rd ult., and wis hotly con-
tested. Mr. Bradley gave Mr. Tracey ten
yards siart, and overtook his opponment at
the 75 yards distance. He conld not keep
up the steam, however, and Tracsy came in
the winner by about a foot and w half. The
stakes wore 826 & side. Mr. Huogh Martin
and Mr. H. Hunter have beon matched to
run & hundred yards race on the 281d of
Janoary.

e’:{qaal_ic.

N. Y. HERALD AND THE HANLAN
CLUB.

The Toronto correspondent of the New
Yorx Herald has sent 2 long communication
to that paper from which the following ox-
tract relative to the Hanlan Clob muddle is
taken, This correspondent, in common with
the Evening Telegram, of this city, sets his
foot on the Globe's statomont that the oppc-
sition to the mapagement of the Hanlan
Clab omanated from an outside sourco, and
olearly establishes that the dissensivns azo
all internsl.—

. . . Courtney, whom we Casnadians con-
sider & man who hss sufferod much and uojustly,
though we canunt deny that the oxceedingly un-
sportsmanlike manner 10 wbich his race wus
cunceived and brought forth aflurded saflicient
ground for doubting the gonaineness of the con

test. . . . That thore has been trouble brewin

for some timo back has been well known, an

Hanlan's Lachine race is the cause of it. Oat of
that race tho members of the club did not reccive
one cent, but had *hey received anything liko a
reasonable amount for their investmont ont of
the otlier races it is not likoly that there would
have been any dissasisiactior. In {orming the
clab thero was much difficulty in getting 1
twenty metbors to put 1n a coraparatively small
sum. The nsk that they apparently ran was
great, and all the retarn which they havo got for
their investment is & sum oyual tu that origin

ally contributed. Thie, itse}f was epoogh to
arouse dissatisfaction, and it did, bat the Jis

o mile, at Copake, N,Y.; time, 4 mn. 49
) 2

e e ¢ et marra

8PLASBES,

B¥avanp.—Geo. Tarryor and W, Spevcer
are matohed to row from Puincy Aquednet
to 'Morthlm. on the Thames, Eng., for £200
o sido, April 8, 1870. The formert®has}tho
beat record, 23m, §6s., over thic.cotrso.
MoNTrREAL—Yomo sixteen of the dolin-
quent guarantees of the Hanlaa.Courtney
boat-race haviug failed to pay up, the Com-
xm‘tteo hn;o at l”l: put tho osen tn the Court,
aotions having been eutered b

Bothunoe and Bethune. v Iwwyers
Tir Hanirax CLun—~The Halifaz Row-
10g Clnb has been ra-organized, and intends
to back Warron Smith in several matches
next yoar. Riley, Wallace Rass, and Evau
Morris will probably be among tho first chal.
lenged. Many Haligonians thnnk Smith ean
walk ovor them as Hanlan did last geason.
Assesskp.~The Toronto correepondent of
fho Hamillon Times fuforms that journal
that a mesting of tha Hanlan Clab was Leld
on the 28rd ult,, and agreod on an assoss-
mon: og $260 sach t> furmsh thn fands for
the cbampio 1's trip to England, and for back-
ing him. Ho will take no sholls with hiw.
but will have two built expressly while thoro
by Meaars. Swaddell & Winship, Messrs.
David Ward and James Heasloy will accom-
pany hitm to look a({er his requiroments,

Tnar Lurrer,—The Spirit of the Times
speaks thus ot Hanlan's letter :—* Mr. Fiau-
lan's mavagers have published ovor his sig-
natare a card in which ho is mado to stato
that a recent oditorial in The 8pint was
without trath or foundation frow beginng to
end. Wesball, in dus season, prove Mr.
Hanlan's spokesmau to be 1 error, and
would meanwhile sugcest to him that all tne
faots on which the articls was based were
pablished in l'oronto newspapers, and from
thionce transferred to our * Rowing Dspart-
mept.” That he shonld have paid no niten-
tion to these statemonts whon published
under his nose, day after day, and should
only bave thought them worthy of answer
when found in The Spirit is the most sacere
compliment s could Fave paid us.”

NAME CLAIMED.
DovosiTe.~—1 claim the nsme of Duio-
mate for my cheatant colt, star in forehead,
foaled Apnl 18, 1875, by Sontherner (o vy
Oliver), dam Acrolits, bv Rovenus, out of
Rhoda, by ymported Gloncoe.—Da. J. Gu.
CHRIST, Now Brunsawick.

Bofore leaving England, Mr. R. Ton Br.ak
owed Fordham a considerable sum for ridiag
He liquidated the scconnt by bLanding over t
him a bill of 8 Londoo maunager’s, which was
not mot. Eventually two shillingsin the poand
wag recovered on it, and this did not find its way
into Fordham's pocket, his ageat appropriating
it. FPor nover communicated these cir-
camatanses 1o Mr. Ten Broeck, who has through
out been uader the impreasion that the payment
he made his jockey was a complote ono

Amusements.

CcITyY.

The Grand Opera Houso is prosenting t- s
weook the illustrated drama of The Deluge, ~r
Paradise Lost. The sconery is truly mag
nificent and the settings and dresses surpase
anything over seen in this :ity. The «f r-
of the play comwences with tha parles,
Eden and terminates with the Flood. T*'~
ballet and other accessories. oulside of the
cant of characters, are under the dirscti v, {
the Kiralfy Bros. The attendance has bran
large. To-morrow’s matinoe and evening
performances  concluds  the  prosent
sraron of the snectacular  Next werk
Mirs Gonevioen \Ward supportod by Jarret!
and Palmer's Now York Company.

Mer. Oliver Doud Bvron in his soniat ,ual
drama of Acroas the Continent has boen ws'!
recoived at the Roval Opera Hoaso. r
Joe. Banka as Knucklebone Johnny sharss
the honors with the star. The play is -:ne
of the beut of tho kind on the stage ant the
iotereat in kept ap ¢» the cnd My Byr-n
will remain nver for threa nights next weex
The usual matines to-morrow aftorgacn

The Lyceum has bocn dring s large bre
nens this week, due to the holiday eoa-
aod a first ciaas vancty frogramme, ;r w

=at1sfagtion came Jrap tha ~lob ifself and oot
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