
CHURCH WORIÇ.

CHRIST AN.D WOMIAN.

lIT is rmalfrkable that no woman
is mientioned as ever speaking
agal-inst Christ in lis life. or havingt
a share in His death. On the con-
trary, Ho is anointed by a wornan
for Ris burial ; woiuen are the lasj
at his grave, the first at is Resur-
rection; to a wvoman H-3 first ap-
peared ; wornen iniistere 1 to His
wants at Galilee; wvoren bewaïlod
andi lamented Hum; a heathen
'voman id'erceded for His life wvith
her husband; and above al, Hie
wvas Ilborn of a win~'i;so that
as woinan is môst conspicuotis in
the first transgz ession, sqa slue is not
conspicuouis in the second great
crime of the children of Adanm.-
1sac3tViUrs

ANCIE NT COPIES 0F
HOLY BIBLE.

T HE

GERcopies of the Holy Bible,
or of Portions of it, h ive been
handed dcwn to us frorn a very
early acte of Christianity, :and are
the inost «ancient copies of the
SCrir'tures kulown to exist. One
of tue iiot comiplete of these isi
preserved in the British Museumn,
under the naine of the Alexandrine
Manuscript, and dates froin the end
of the 4th or begrinningy of the 5th
century. It Nvas given to Charles
I. by Cyril tucar, Patriarch of Con-
stàntinople, in 1628. lit consists
of four volumes (ona of which is
laid open to the sight of visitors,
under glass) and is wvritten in double
columu-s on parchnient, in Iluncial»
or capi:lI letters. This nmanuscript
of the Bible is almost comp!eta ; it
contains au ancient A rabic mieioran -
duin, which states that it xvas pen-
ned by1 the Martyr Thecla, an

jAlexandrian lady, who stfered
»iairtyrdlorm in the Diocletianl perse-
cution, before A. D., 320.

At Roiiue there is a Greek Bible
equally ancient with the preceding,
or perhaps a quarter of a cehturv
oldor. lIt is called the '»Vatican
MLf<ýadscript," Iiaving been preserve(.
in the Vatican Library for about
400 years, and is supposed to have
b-een broughit froin Constantinople
to Roine about that trne, litis wvrit-
ton on pai'chment, with three
colinns on a pagle in a rather sialjer
hand than the Alex-,andrine. It is
flot so complote as that in the British
à1useuil), but il contains nearly the
%vliole of the sacred books

Another Greck Bible, of inestira.
able value and of about the saie
date as the two precedling, ivas dis-
cevereci by Tischiendorf, the grreat
Gernian scholar, in a Monastery at
Mount Sinai, and placed in the
Royal Library at, St. IPetersburg. lIt
is called the Sinaitic Manuscript. lIt
is written with four columus to a,
page, on parchient, in a character
siinilar to the two preceding. There
exist about forty inan.uscripts in the
sarne capital-letter character of
sinaller portions of the IBible, of
nearly as ancient a date, those of the,
ga'spels beingr Most numierous. Of
manuscripts in the ordinary run-
ninr hia4d, there are ten or tivelve
times as many; but these are
always of a later date. It will give
an idea of the extreme-value pos-
sessed by the three sve have men-
tioned, to adId that only twenty-
seven MSS. out of ail that exist
contain the whiole of the New
Testament.

The Latin Bible is also found. in
very ancient cepies, sonie goingc
as far back as the 6th century. It
seems probable that soine portions


