
THfE INDEPENDENT FORESTER

Fromn the Founder to the Builder.1

The Nestor of the Order Looks Back from bis
72nd Birthday.

SYR&ACUSE, Dec. 2Oth, 1899.
Oronhyateklîa, M.-D.,

Supreme Chief Ranger, 1.0. F.
My FRIEND OF EARLY YErSiý, iNiD NOW MNucîr

ADIRIiED AND ESTEEM ED BrlîETdaGod
in Hie infiuite mercy, liras aiiow'cd mie to paàss tire
72rrd milestone on the road to tire Il far beyond,"
Ilfroni wherrce na travclier returas," amià yet,'wvilie I feel the weiglit of years, I thiiîk rny
Creator tirat 1 posscss tire "l hve seese ', as keemi
as wviren I was '21 years old. How long tins wvill
last, je omriy known bo Hua, wiio Il"ioiis onîr lives
lu the liolv of 111e band ; ' but I f eel thrr3, ani
kmrow, that wlren tire al sîrmnrons shall corne," 1
anm prepared 10 meet tire Aliîriglity, to -wioni 1
have dedicated every F orestrie act, of my evcrrtful
life, as the great hiistor 'y of our Order, of wirei
you are the author, frriiy shows; and as ail of rrry
addresses sirîce clearly prove, as wciil as mny private
life, with tirose irlo kmiow rie beet, wiii bear
witness. If I erred, it Nvas iruinari, caused by
inexperience; if I ofTendcd, it carne fronu imrpulse,
not froru design; and -%vbcn offcnded, my lieart
was ever open 10 forgiveness of an a'erirr othier."
If 1 have an erreiry, lire nmade hiriseif sucir, iot,
relislring my ilcon>cierîtioris duty ' pc.rforrrred for
iris weifare, and lu tire iterets of orrbelovedl Order,
t0 whici nry evcry act Nvas piculged. No Firrester
L-rows tIrat botter tîran 3 ou dIo, -w lio kncw nlic in rry
most active Forestrie life, and .ýîtit wioarin I coun-
se]ed in the early years, ani 10 wironr I stili cding
as tire Order'¼ greatest benefactor, anrd I arn proud
10 ackrrowiedge to.day, and as I have doris on
ail publie occasions, that wcre it %not for the
fideiity, the fertile brain tire piuek andi hercîrhian
labors of Dr. Ormlytkiour verrcratud Su.
prenre Cirief Ranger, ire I.0.F. wornid not now ire
in existence. Tire oldest menrihers kircw tis, tire
yourrgest mtembers eiroîld neyer foirger. it. It is
true tira lie chroso able assistants, lire neyer
chonses any otîrers, and a]ways gives tireur duc
credit, but orir iristory and ail tire recordls prove
that lire %vas, siace 1880, the re org-rrizer, the pro.
moter, the director, designer, aird bilailer of tIre
Indeirenrient Order of Foresters iii tire States,
tire Canadas, and in Europe, maniil I liras cclipsed
the oldest fraterniai socictice on record, for its pro
ective surplus revenues, aird for its perfect, iri-
surance system,%vliricbi gives mocre benefîts 10 tire
lnsrrred, aI. tire saalest cost, tiran arrv ot irer mu
tuai irenovoient association ini two hrenisrics. 1
starter] t0 address 3yoti, irrotirer, in tire tiret person,
have done so aiso ini tire second pereon, anal arn
back Vow tvliere I started, aird wvill close by saying
that we 160,000 Indeperident rioresters wisii yrur
heaith, long life, aird prosperity, tirat you rnîay stilI
continue to build rip orîr grcat Order; 10 protect
and inerease our muillions of suirpluse, tirat tire
bretîrreri, tîreir wviahrws aird oriiaus, mary still
prorirptiy receive, as tinre derrinds, tîreir rigîrîs
ani benefrtr wvirli no di ,anrd witr tire saine
unbegriiidgiiig brand, and, 1 assure you, until rrry
latest breatir, your old frieriai, tire uziidcr8irnedl,
slial continue to pray, a& GOD BLzss DRt. 0uo.
JIYATEKJ1A.P)

luL., B.» and C.,
A. B. CALDWILL, P.S.C.R.

!ýupplcniientarvp.
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Death of a Weli-Known Brother.

Bro. Fi. F. Raitt, the well.knoiin grocer of 80
North Park Street, Victoria, died veiy suddeniy
abut 6 o'ciock on 8aturday ev'ening, lic. 16,
while proceeding hoirre iii conmpany wvitli Mr. P.

Mee .Tire orrly intimation hie fricnd bad
that hoe was even intlisposc'd %%as a fev minutes
pi evioiey whcn lie liad rrrentiotied ini a casual sort
of w'ay that~ le feit unweli.

Bro. Raitt wvas a mari apparently in the best of
heaithl righit up to the tinre of his death. 1ie .vas
a~ rr;tive of Bathrst, New~ B3runsw~ick, and when
lie first caile to this province enigage,,d for a tirus
in îeinehiig 0on thre Fraser River. Hle snhseqtrcnt-
ly remnoveci to tis (ity, ivhere hie miarifested con-
sifleralale interest in publie aflâirs, and Nvas on

srvrloccasionrs a c-ii rrdit foi- nmunicipal office.
Jt -as undcrstood that hll lie iived lie worrid

have been a candh}aute for office at the forthicomning
municipal elections.

'flio body was rcrrroved to the morgue on Satur.
day niglit, and this nrorning an irjrest was heid
on the renmains, tire irstiai verdict of death from
natural causes beinig returned. Ifo leaves a ivife
to 1nourri iis loss.

Bro. itaitt wvas a mernbr of Court Cîarîboo, No.
74:1, iocated at Caribno. His sudderr death took
place on 1lGth Dec. l'ie paperq covering the claini
reacbed the Supreine Courrt offices on 27 th Dec.,
and the chreck covering tire Benefit Certificate wvas
sent to tire Fiuancial ýSecretary of Court Cariboo
on 28thr Dcc. Comment ie neediess.

CALIFORNIA.

Court Buena Esperariza Addlressed by the High
Chief Ranger.

In response to a personal invitation sent out by
Court Buena Esperatîza, 1.0. F., a large nurmher of
guests urere greeted at tire edige of the Forcet
0iodge rooni) by menibers oi the fraternal order
arnd vvelcomcd litc t Iresession cîraniber iast meeting.
Tihe occasion of tire large nr.rrrbrr of invitationis
seont out -was for tire puipose of gettrnig ourtsider&
interestcd irr tire Order.

Higli Cief Ranger of California, Col. G. A.Me
Elfreshi, of Los Angeles, wrrs pre.qeiri, arrd after
beizig forniaiiy imrtrodnlnced by Chief Ranger Gco.

W Mviitrcdeliverenl a convrncinigargullment on
tire tinerits of tic fraternity lie rcpre.sc(ntcd.

Follon~ îrg Iris rcmnarks arn invitatin N% -s eNtend-
ed to any whio aiglîIt t9ib h conre in to Uie Forest.,
aird as tire ini tiatiou fée wvaq tenripourarily dispcrsed
of, cleveri applicants wcere tire recuit of tire special
inducemerît.

A Il prescrit xwcre thexi Ied int the bianquet zonm
%wlicre arr elaliorate slr(a(l -vas ini waiting. Tire
-1ririrprîrous feat rrs irartiiy partaka n of aird
whril ail lied Iinislrei, cigare ' r seî'vcd and a
srriokeir induiged in nviiiic tihe Cîrref 1Bauiiger enrter-
taiircd the jual iy serbg wil. hril fli.Provokirrg
after-diiaiier taik Ciiief-RIiirgcr 10rhntyre acted
as toastnraster in a very elicicnt irairrrr, and
marry respoîrses xvere miade.

Tire new candidates wverc Ilion escorted hiack to
the iodge roomn and after takirrg tire obligation of
the Order were declared Forceters.
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