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Poultry Notes—No. 16,
Fancy Polnts—Their Benefit and Utiliry,

In gelecting birds for exhibitivnat is very important
to choose none but the bast; bhut to be able to select
the best only, involves a practical knowledge of al)
tho fancy points of a fowl. Buat what are the fancy
points, and of what benetit ave they? In 1872 the
New York tate Poultry Society requested tie Hon,
J. Staunton Gould to deliver an address on poultry,
and in speaking of fancy points, this geatleman said
I must say that in my judgment the rules laid
down in our *points of excellence’ are not worth the
paper on which they are written as guides to the
selection of good fowls, They tell us absolutely
nothing about the physiolugical coudition of the
Lirds, nothing about their capacity for laying on tlesh,
nothmg about their capacity for laying cggs, nothing
about their hardihood or endurance—nothing, in
short, that 1t is most desirable we should know.™ Mr,
Gould then went on to say, “In the rules for judging
Brahmas, I am told that the beak *must be weh
curved.” I wounld respuctiully ask, why? If I have
two Brahmas, A and B—A having a well-curved beak,
and B having a beak w.areh apprvaches more nearly

'

to a straight line—18 thecurved beak any cvidenw |

that A will lay on more tlesh for a given amount o,
food, orlay more cggs, or1s 1 any othet respreta stter
hien than B? I read turther in the same standard o1
excelicnce that thie Lealima inust have a pea comb,
But why, 1 ask, m the name of cvunnon sense, is it
neeessary that a Bratma sueuld have a pea comb?
If it is true that a pea comb is no indication of the
excellence of a fowl, or of 1ts profitableness, or of its
purity of Llood, andaf 1t docs not munmster to the
westhetic gratitication ot 1ts vwner, 13 1t not sumple
nonsense to wclude it amung the puintsof cacllence
of the breed ¥ Me. Wuigut, 1n s Poultry Buoh,
undertakes to give a repsy to Mr. Staantun Uould 8
objections to arbitrary standards in fancy pomt.,
which so completely meets the poiut under discussion,
that we have much pleasure in guoting it, with a

few remarks on other pornts also made m the same,
t . .
i that selection which arouses Mr. Gould's doubts as to

address.  “The speaker,” says Mr. Wright, * then
further urges,that the value of size in anv breed is
much exaggerated. It is not contended, he says, by
any one that a hen which weighs a pound or two
more thau auother will necessarily lay a greater
number or a greater weight of eggs than a smaller
one; all the supenoity, therefore, 1s at the utmost
increased by the price that the eatra pound will scli
for the market. Suppose it turas out, as the resuit
of experiment, that this extra pound costs more to
put on than the market price, surely then it cannot
be considered that this extra weight is a merit; it
must rather be looked upon as ademerit. Passing
on then to what he considered shonld be the points
to be encouraged, Mr. Gould advocates in the first
place the secking of “the greatest weight in the
smallest relative compass ;' and i the second those

judging large numbers of poultry pens

breeds in which the greatest “ bulk 1s concentrated

they are constantly asked by partics who only have
a partial acquaintance with the subjeet or with the
fowls themseives, and the answer has a very unpor-
tant bearmg upon the question of pouitry evltivation
considered as & whole. When, then, Mi. Gould |

complaing that the arintrary standards ‘tell us;

they sre not jinlged ascording to thes: pants, Th
first answer which ozeurs after a litt'e thovght 1s th
very simplo one that it cannof b2 done Surch mat
ters must of necessity depend chizlly upon tostimony
and henca are inalmissible in a show. Wo coule
not sco in an exlibition pen whichi was the best
layer of two competing hiens ; but color, or shape, v~
size we can see, and therefore by these we doter-
mine, smee they aro the only clementa wlich can
bring fanciers into visible competition. To o by

evidence wouhll never be tolerated, and woull fead

to many cvils which do not need to be hera spratiod,
We need somothing which can ba bronht actuall.
before our eyes. And even with regard to &l
the feathers in which a bird is clothed prevent sk
nice discritnination a3 s passible in thy case of
short-horn bull.  The actual outline ot the bnh
cannot be scen, and to decile by earziul it
would bo simply imnpossible m the time gmven
Suwih s

gard to size Mr. Gould's objection is plausitile, Lu.
will not stand the test of consideration, When #
man buys a ram at a high price, because both floak
and flecco are better than the commen Livuds, th

cextra flesh and flecce will most certanly bus worth
oaly an infinitesimal fraction of the pree pail; tu
the animal stamps thuse features on a pre gy, an

m this way his cost is well repaid.  So in poultry, it
aay cost five shillings to put on a fowl an extn:
pound, which may ouly sell for ninepence in th
macket. But in the next generation the cxtrapoun
will cost far less to produce ; and so ina Lttle wlik
a race is established, and this standarl of size is by
the samo means maintained anl i3 a permanent
benefit ; for cven were it the cave that an cxtr
pound which sells for ninepence cost ninepence in fuo.
to produce it, thero would still he a gain, from th
fewer number of fuwls to feed, and hunco less cast o
labor to produce a given weight of meat. But this is .
the case, for 1t 13 always found that la=g> Lree laense
less to produce per pound than small, o fes the
weight at so much caclier an age, and hon ¢
quicker return for the capital investuld in them, Wi
might say, indeed, that the bare fa~t of our possess-
ing largo Lreeds at all is an evidence of the value of
this cultivation of size, Leing simply the result o

ghen

its utility. Lastly, Mr. Gould'sown cardinal princi
ples will not stand when practically applied. ‘Tha
breed which combines the greatest weight in smallest
relative compass is unquestionably the Game; ane
that wh ch has the greatest proportionate weight n
the choicest parts is probatly the Malay, which i
relative weight of the breast, merrythought, am
wings together, excecds any other fowl ; but nesthe
of theso breeds in ordinary circumstances can b
called profitable poultry.

!
|

i
|
!

address admits the Brahma to-be one of the mostl
valuable breeds ; yet by both these canons it wonle. ! ack in the run with the same cock. One egg laid

beex:nded There are,in fact,a dozen enrcumstances | swelve hours afterwarus was el-ar, w6 laid thirty-

Arst er e i stk a8 we s hetebreeders usu dly
wpl ¥ o b % cruss -, wh choare better for nearly
Hl puspos < erery practical end i still secured,
$ hus sappoag a <ram of Beahmase to have deterior-
wad o lay.aog and a strein of [oudans to have
sallered in the suno way throngh long breeding to
amerely fan-y sUndards, and omitting to  lect the
hest layers, the chuelens produced by erossing these
two fumilies will in altnost «very case reproduce the
aculty in all its onginal perfention.  This is a fact
we hav. seen often. anl it further establishes the
reuth demonetrated by Mr. Darwin on other evidence,
“hat *the very act of ~rossing gives an impulse to
e version, ag shown by t o appearance of lony lost
vharacters,” and the de-tractive effect of which on
tus own well-known thoory of development it is very
~trange thit this eminend naturalist does not see.”
We will et otfur an apolozy for quoting so fully
ron Mr Wrizht, as he so clearly anrwers Mr,
fionll's objoctions, and proves the usefulness of
miintainier § ney points n a breed of fowls, that
ey are wodl worthy the perusal of all breeders and
fan-iers,

A Simple Chicken Coon.

** Beanzr engaged i rasing chickens, " says a corves-
nondent of the Aural New Yorker, 1 found it ne.
cessary to make chean coops to keep them in fora
ew weeks. [ take an old barrel and tack every
hwop on cach side o1 a scam between the staves with
wm wchowrought nail ; atter ciinching the nails, I
saw the hoops off on the scam. Then I spread the
narrel open, as 1 the fullowing figure, by cuttinga
board abous 20 mehes long for the back of the coop,
and two small pieces to tuck laths on for the front

pait.  The upper section of the back is fastemod
with leather hinges, so that I canopenitat pleasure.
Everybody has old barrels which are almost value-
less, and the trouble and expense of making a coop
of this deseription 18 so small it is not worth mention-
g, winle to buy the material and make a coop of
the same size, would cost ahout §1.

ixrrvoyer or tne Cock.—In +he carly part of
\ay I removed-all my Dorking hens from the male
nnd, and continued to put their eggsin the mcuba-
tor.  All cggs laid during the following nine days
sere good, and produced chicks. No cgg was laid

Mr. Gould in the same | m the tenth day, and affer that time they waie all

Jear.  After three weeks' separation 1 pat two hens

| to bo considered before the value of a hreed is known, | s1x hours from the time the hens were put in the run

There are n.t only to be weighed its proportion of | vere fertile, and tl.c same with others laid since. —
parts, but its laying, its hardiness, its domesticaty, its | Cor. Fancier's Guzelle.

precocity, and the comparative cost per pound to, A Hist ror Povrrry Exmeirors.—An English
round the most valuable parts.’ 1t is mpossible s produce 1ts carcass ; and from theso various causes  poultry fancier at the late Crystal Palace shew ex-
to put such questions more forably ani fanly than | almost every breed has some special value, for the : hinted speermens whics were of remarkable feather
they have been put by this able speaker, and we ! sake of which it 2ould ill bo spared, and even when s and brilliancy of color  The cause of his conspicnous
devote this short chapter to thair answer, becanse "cownparatively of little value in itself 1s often highly success was simply feeding cayenne pepper, and
useful as a cross ™ Continuing stall furchos usargu- . causing his birds to moult in warm cages. The plan
ment, Mr. Wright says, ** Wa have thus shewn how 13 aceepted as a legal and proper one, for the reason
‘the knowledge, enthusiasm, amd patient perseverance thataf, by ngenuity or accident, any means of im-
of the fancier are necessary to inprove wnd mantain , proving the appearance and character of the hirds by

any hreed m perfection fur even the utilitarian.’,the use of foot which acts upon the natural

But it may stil be asked, If i the fanciers hands ‘ growth or secretions arc discovered, the use is a'ready

notlung about the physwlogical condition of the;thcsg breeds have lost some of cven the origmat

Inrds, nothing about thewr capacity for laymg on
flesh, nothing about their capacity for laymg cggs,
nothmg about thew powers of digestion and agsumla-
tion, nothing about their hardihood,” he asks why

economic vatne they had, how then? The answer to
tlus is also very sumple, aml consists m the fact that  ployment of outwarl applications or deviees, to
however much these quahtics have dummshed, they | change the natural appearance for a disguiseil anil
usually reappear in all their original perfection in the | fictitious one.
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allowed by existing rules, and docs not come undcr
the category of tricks, Ly which is me:nt the em-
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