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ian «ethods of Securing and Managing
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Swarms.
—Hon. R. L. TayLoR.

superintendent of the Michigan Experi-
ment Apiary.
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The season of i3( 6, in point of swarming
has been = remarkable one. The bees
lightly set at paught all the accepted
canons of bea-keepers respecting that
fanction. Lack of great strength had
little restraining influence, and abundance
8 olroom, even in the brood-nest, none at
g all.
E  Swarming began the last of May,
§ coutinning just & month, during a very
B moderate flow of nectar, ending
B¢ sbruptly when that flow was at its best
B of the height of bagswood bloom, though
®F oven then the secretion of rectar was very
B! licht. Not more than ome or two per cent.
E of the colonies did anything at all in the
B supers before casting swarms, and many

E  did not wait to fill the combs in the brood-
& uest. Under such circumstauces it is safe
M tosay that it would not be wise to cease
= eforts to determine the best methods of
i securing and  managing swarms, on
M acconnt of any bright prospect of spesdy

R suwess in breeding out the swarming
B iostinct, or eoven of amy satisfactory
B invention that will practically allay it.
e Indeed it is & very serious question whether
g if this object counld be secured in either of
B these ways, it would be satisfactory to
B more than a very small percentage of
B cpiaries.

B4 There are always more or less losses from
B various causes to be made good, and there
B is 0o cheaper or more satisfactory way of
B doing this than through the inmerease by
¥ swarming. The loss of even a few colonies
E each winter daring o series of unfavorable
B years, where there is little or no swarming
B with occasional failure of queens and lack
# of stores, often best met by the uniting of
B¢ colonies, sometimes makes the agagregsate
R reduction in numbers rather startling.
B Then the serious item of the rearing of
queens comes in, which must be done
B anificially if increase is secured without
§ swarming. No doubt as good queens can
@ secured in this way as those obtained
g from cells huilt and cared for umder the
B swarming impulse, but how few, compara-
g8 tively, are the apiarists who have the
i aptitnde, skill and puactuality required to

§ do it. Ninetesn out of twenty. for ome
g resson or another, would faii, and in thess
2 limes of £nancial stringency and uncertain
g horey crops, they cannot afford to purchase.
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Besides, it can hardly yet be safely denied
that bees receive an impetus to work by
finding themselves in their newly-pitched
tent, destitute of brood and provisions.

That there are some weighty objections
to swarming, if it could ve safely repressed
isnot to be denied. but these may be
reduced to two, namely the time and labor
required for watching and hiving swarms
and the danger of loss from swarms
absconding. Syme may hold that undesir-
able increase is another and more serious
one still, but one should be easily able to
obviate that, and, indeed, thereby reap a
decided advantage Itis only a uuestion
of the disposal of the brood in the hive
from which the swarms issue, and that
is generally. espacially in early swarming,
very valuable. To accomplish this. it is
not necesary, as might be inferred from
scme discussions of the subject, that the
brood, when hatched or before, should bs
returned to the identical colony that
produced it ; indeed, it may usnally be used
with decidedly greater advantage in other
ways, There are always at the opzning of
the honey season some colonies that are not
up to the strength required for the best
work in the supers. Let the hives full of
repidly hatching brood be distributed
among such deficient colonies as fast as
they can be obtained, fiest driving out of
each ]l the bees left behind, in the hive
which with its swarm is, or is to be, put
on the stand. Thus, in a few days, if
swarming continues, all may be got into
excellent condition.

Frequently, also, there are colonies out
of condition on account of being possassed
of superannuated@ or otherwise worthless
queens. Destroy such queens as fast as -
hives of brood can be obtained, and place
one on ench now gqueenless colony, and in
a few days it will be rejavenated both in
it8 strength and its queen. In some of
these operations the advantages of a
horizontally-divisible brood-chamber are
ospecially apparent. for if onme wishes to
help two colonies with the brood of ome it
can be done without extra labor, or if one
wishes to resr a few surplus queans to mest
emergencies, without driving out the bees
remsaining after the swarm issues, by
simply dividing the brood chamber, he
may securs two queens as easily and as
cheaply asone. Other ways of disposing
of the brood thus obtaised through swarm-
ing will occur to everyone in practice, so
that soon instead of deploring its abundance
one will bs likely to wish for more.

There is one principle that is valuable in
this connection which I should recall before
passing, and that is, that & colony having
alaying quesn of the current year’s rearing




