
been a man of vigorous mind, penetrating observation and
varied experience, and of a fiery, head-strong temperament.
As soon as he escaped from bis Quebec prison, lie sailed
for London to demand justice from the King. He requested
the recall of General Haldimand that lie might be able to
accuse bis porsecutor before the English court. At first
the authorities gave him evasive answers, and afterwards
completely ignored his claims. Du Calvet, in 1784, pub-
lished a volume of letters called " Appel à la justice de
l'état ou Recueuil de Lettres au Roi, au Prince de Galles et
aux Ministres avec une lettre à Messieurs les Canadiens.'
This work circulated freely in England and Canada, gain-
ing a number of partizans for the cause of constitutional
liberty in the latter country. The book might have more
order and method, the style might be more correct, the
expressions more choice, but the Canadian cause could not
be pleaded with more earnestness and conviction. The
letters are full of fearless strength and vivacity of passion.
With a proud independence of spirit, indicative of mental
force and moral courage, the author identifies bis own
cause with that of Canada and the force of personal com-
plaint imparting warmth to a public grievance, boldly
asserted truths which at that moment other men would
scarcely have dared to whisper. In transports of a rude
and fiery eloquence lie cries " Qu'il est triste d'être vainçu.
"If it cost only the blood that waters the field of battle, the
wound would be very deep, very painful,. it would bleed
many years, but time would heal it. But to be eondemned
forover to be crushed by the hand of a conqueror, to remain
eternally the slave of the freest people upon earth, that is
too much. Might it be that our cowardice in disputing the
victory, by degrading us in the eyes of our conquerors, bas
merited their rage and contempt. It was the divisions of
our generals that caused them to be beaten, but for us, we
revenged ourselves the next year, 28th April, 1760, we
wiped out the shame of their defeat on another battle


