Tue CorreraTioN AND CoNsErRvATION OF ENERGY.

region which promises possessions richer than any hitherto granted to
he intelleet of man.”  Involving as they do a revolution of fundamental
ideas. their consequences must be as com‘)rehennive as the range of
human thought. A principle has been developed of all-pervading appli-
eation, which brings the diverse and distant branches of knowledge into
more intimate and harmonious alliance, and affords a profounder insight
into the universal order. Not only is science itself deeply affected by
the presentation of its questions in new and suggestive lights, but its
wethod is at once made universal. There is a crude notion in many
minds, that it is the business of science to occupy itself merely with the
study of matter. When, hitherto, it has pressed its inquiries into the
higher region of life, mind, society, history, and education, the traditional
custodians of these subjects have bidden it keep within its limits and
stick to matter. But science is not to be hampered by this narrow con-
ception ; its office is nothing less than to investigate the laws and
universal relations of foree, and its domain is therefore co-extensive with
the display of power. Indeed, as we know nothing of matter, except
through its manifestations of forces, it is obvious that the study of matter
itself is at last resolved into the study of forces, The establishment of
a new philosophy of forces, therefore, by its vast extension of the scope
and methods of science, constitutes a momentous event of intellectual
progress.

Dr. Carpenter has shown the applicability of the principle of correlation
to vital phenomena.  His argument is of interest, not only because of
the facts and principles established, but as opening an inquiryswhich
must lead to still larger results; for, if the principle be found operative
in fundamental organic processes, it will undoubtedly be traced in those
which are higher ; if in the lower sphere of life, then throughout that
sphere. If the forces are correlated in organic growth and nutrition,
they must be in organic action ; and thus human activity, in all its forms,
is brought within the operation of the law. As a creature of organic
nu‘rition, borrowing matter and force from the outward world; as a
being of feeling and sensibility, of intellectual power and multiform
activities, man must be regarded as amenable to the great law that forces
are convertible and indestructible ; and as psychology and sociology—
the science of mind and the science of society—have to deal constantly
with the different phases and forms of human energy, the new principle
must be of the profoundest import in relation to these great subjects.

The forces manifested in the living system are of the most varied and
unlike character, mechanical, thermal, luminous, electric, chemical,
nervous, sensory, emotional, and intellectual. That these forces are
perfectly co-ordinated—that there is some definite relation among them
which explains the marvellous dynamic unity of the living organism,
does not admit of question. That this relation is of the same nature as
that which ie found to exist among the purely physical forces, and which
is expressed by the term ‘‘ correlation,” seems also abundantly evident.




