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suppose we must be content with ploughing in the dung as
decp a8 as the soil will permit; but in gardens, every bit of
land will pay for bastard-trenching once in three yoars, It is
of immense servioe even in Eugland’s moist olimate, but here,
where onr hot sun cxerts its power so carly in the secason—
thisk of 92° F.in the shade in May 1889 !—uothing wiil
help land to resist its desicoating influence so surely as
trenching deeply. By burying the manure down below the
top spit we prevent the danger of too exoessive growth of lcef.
The great objeot of this mode of preparation is to give the
plaots at first starting as freo a range for their roots as pos-
sible, that they may beoome firm by being estublisbed in the
upper layer of soil, and when they are in full vigour of growth
and require additicral food to support them in formiag their
sced, they may find it roady for them at their very toes.
When once the planfs are fixed in their new abode, and have
obtained a firm hold on the soil, it matters vot how hard the
land becomes,

“ We have plenty of land in this country, as a friend of
mice remarked to me the other day: © What can it sigaify,
if I sow my swedes at 36 inches or 247 I thivk it siguifies
a good deal, and so we will not give the enormous spaoe to
the strawberry plant that we sometimes sce here, bu: content
ourselves with two feet apart for the rows, and echteen
inches petween the plants in tho row.

The general plan of setting out strawberry plants is to jav.
them in anyhow, but it will pay to spread the roots out care-
fully and press the carth firmly roand them : don't hurry,
though the seatons are short. &’hen up, keep the hoe going
aod remove all runners as fast as they appear, Muloh be-
tween the rows with strawy manure in tho fall, but rake it of
clean in spring, and replace it with clean straw : bad flavour
in the fruit is often caused by mulching during the with grass,
growth of the blossom which rots in damp weather, enconrages
the presence of snails and slugs, and smells, cugh !

1 said, keep the ronoers cut; but when you want plants,
do this: when they begin to push out, allow a sufficient
number to come out from the sido of the rows, and as they
approach maturity, lay stones on thom clots to the rooting
place, or peg them down : they will grow ail the better for
this. And a better plan still is to peg them into small pots,
filled with fine carth, and sunk into the ground up to the
rim.

When the harvest is over, cut off all the large old leaves,
this will admit light and air to the young leaves, for on the
free growth of these the formation of good crowns for the
next year's use depends. By cucouraging the young leaves
root action is promoted, and the embryonio bads are formed
that next summer will develop ioto fruit.

I do vot thiok the mat-plan judicious. I prefer renowing
the bed every two, or at furthest, every three years. Aftor
well mulching in the fall 1 always rcoommend my friends to
cover the bed with hemlock or other boughs to retain the
s§now,

As to forced strawberries ; in our garden at Chislcharst,
Kent, we always grew about 200 pots, placed in the hot-
house, close to the lights. These plants ripened their fruit
about the end of March, when strawberries in Covent Gardea
market were fetching about 50 to 60 cents an ounce (1845),
and though very pritty to look at,on their bed of vine-
leaves, at dessert, they bad about 23 much faveur as a taraip.

Ah ! if the farmers on the suony slopes of the Eastorn-
Townships would only go largely ioto strawberry-growing,
what frait we might have, to say nothing of the profits they
might make ! Those lovely trickiing streams of limpid water
that meet one's cye all along the road from Sherbrooke to
Coaticoke, scem intended by noture for the irrigation of
inpumerablo beds of this dc¥icious berry. But though T

have pressod this upon my friends at Compton for many
years, I do not hear of any ouo having tried the experimont.

Tho geueric namo of this plant is Fragaria, whenee the
French oall it Iraise. There are several species, named
priocipally from the country or district whence they derive.
Only ope is 1digenous in Bogland, the Wood-strawberry, a
very tiny fruit that I have often found in isolated spots
under bushes or thickets. Tho Hautboss, s larger fruit, is
clearly an escaped prisoner from gardens, and is not unfre-
queot in woods and uoder hedges. It is really u native of
North-Amecrica, Those usuwly grown in our girdens are
regarded as varictics of these speoies, and of the F. Caroli-
niana, the Pine, or F. Ananas, and the Chili, all from Ame-
rica, as their names denote.

It is generally thought that the straw used as a mulch has
something to do with the name of this fruit ; but I prefer the
derivation which deduces it from the word stray, from strae,
to wander about; the lstter is what is commonly ocalled
Anglo-Saxon, but, in deference to Mr. Frooman, I prefer
calling it old English.

Smoke-consumption.~1I took the liberty of pointing out to
Mr. Tuock, when talkiog to bim about the new portable
stcam-enging bought for use on the Messra, Dawes' furms, of
whioch mention is wade in s former part of this number of
the Journal —see p. 148—, that the smoke from the chimaey
when the engine was at work would oot only be a nuisance
tv the men engaged io threshing or chaff-cuttiog, but, if un-
consu:z 3, wonld bo the cause of unnccessary expense in the
outlay for coal.- Smoke is neither more nor less than the un-
burnt particles of fuel. With ordinary bitumioous coal not
only may the volatile hydrocarbons, which somotimes yield
20 93, of the heating-power, pass up the ohimney unburat.
but nearly § of the cosl may be wasted by tho conversion of
the carbon into carbonio oxide instead of carbonio acid,

There is a great differencs of opinion even about the ap-
parently simplo question of how the fuel should bo fed in.
Ono purely scientific man says that the fresh coal should be
laid on the front of the fira; auother one, of great praotical
experieace, that they should be maialy piled up at the back
of the fire; while Mr. Wye Williams, a great authority on
;.)he subjeot, would spread the coal evenly over the furnazoe-

ars.

I learncd .ay furnace-work from Dr. Ure, some forty years
ago; and it is this . In the fre-place door 1 have 2 hole out
of about 3 inches long by 2 inches deep; this can be closed
by a sliding door : any smith will make it for a dollar, or
less. The fire well started, I push back the lighted braise,
or cmbers, in a sloping position towards the chimney, feed
on more coal atthe month of the famace, in a heap, and
open the small door, more or less, as required. “The moment
this is done, the smoke, which previansly was pouring aban-
dantly from the. chimney, will be no more_scen.: shut the
small door, and the smoke will be as rife as ever, When the
fresh charge is brightly buroing, close the small door, and
when a fresh obarge is required, proceed as above. Az I had
three 8 horsc power portable cngines in constant work, in
Eogland, for some yoars, the saving of cosl was of some
importance to me, and I found this, whether theoretioally right
or pot, worked a great economy in the consumption of fusl.
The desired objeots are attained, that is, the smoke passing
over thoe lighted braise i3 consumed, a saving of fuel is
cffected, and the ouisance of the men being half-choked and
the beams of the barn being covered with snot, is entirely
obviated. ArTHUR R. JENNER Fuost.

In conneotion with tho article from the pen of Mr.

I"MacCarthy, I reproduc the two accompanying ergr:vings of




