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spitilual enjuyment !—the doctrine is exclusive and cruel, and ropresents
the clurucier of the Eternal in an unlovely light , and aliiough the Mes-
sl said that the cup tepresented bis blood shed for renission of sing, it
is nut cerlain that eis means * for® or ¢ in order fo;! Greck prepositions
Liave wauy meanings, acd itis vory unsafe (o build an hupurtant ductoine,
and one uppused Lo reason tpo, upon a single preposition!  And the
uther pussages thut say * withoui the shedding of bloud thiere is no remis-
siutiy” that ¢ Clrist byre our sins in his own budy on the tree,’ that ¢ we
Lave redemption through Lis blood, even the remission of sins,’ &c.,
sust Le interpreted in harmony with enlighteped reasun, and uther por-
tiuns of the divine record that represeut Jehovah as merciful and willing
tu Lestow his salvalion upon thuse who are honest, upright, and siucere.™
'To this kind of reasuning I have also listened. Now gentlemen my re-
ply to baptist reasoning and scriptuie interpretation, shall be the same
that yours shuuld be to those who leave out of the reinedial system the
atonement, the death of Christ as a sin offering.

To such theolugians you would say, from the day man siuned against
Lis God, he hus nut been permitted to approach him only through a sin
oflering.  The wuid of the Lord plainly and unaubiguously asscris diat
* Christ died for our sins,’ ¢ that he bore our sins in his body,’ that he was
made & ¢sin ofleiing for us.’ You would say to him, ¢ Sir, if yoadon't
believe these pluin declarations of the divine record, you don't believe
the bible ; you are aninfidel!!” But O man who art thou that thus
condemnest! Do you not also say I do not believe that baptism is for
remission of sins. I do not hold that the penilent believer is saved from
any thing in immeision. [ believe remission of sins is independent of
any external act. I ask again is not your want of faith iu the one case,
just as unreasonable as those whom you dencunce as unevangelical ?
Why are they denounced as infidel who deny the atonement? Because
they deny the plain Jeclarations of Gud's word.  Are there any passages
in reference io the sucrificial deaih of Christ plainer and more pointed
tian those adduced in a former paper, and above referred to, namely,
« John did bapiize in the yilderness and preach the baptism of repent.
auce fur the remission of sins.”  * Repent and be baptized for remission.”
* Arise and be baplized, and wash away your sins.” * As many of you
as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” ¢ The like fizure
whereunto baptism doih now save us.” Could there be iestimony moru
direct, more positive in favor of baptism in order tv the enjoyment of re-
mission of sins, and in opposition to your experiences, and your practical
reasusing. Genllemen, 10 which will you Low, your own reasoning, or
the word of God!!  Let me again remind you, with all due deference to
your positions in society, that the charge of infidelity can be brought
Livme in full furce to any man who says, * I do not believe that baptism
is for remission of sins.” The man who will change, mutilate, or ex.
plain away one text of scriptureto subserve a purpuse, will soun so blunt
his conscience as that he can interpret any other in the same way.
When, therefure, you preach from Acts ii. 38, and attempt to make it
say something different from what appears on the face of it, do rememe.
ber that the first passages quoted inthis letier, both in the origina! nndin
thie tranelation, are verbatim. The Lord taught that his blood n.. shed



