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results. Some mnay tdi by the waysido, some among thorns, some upon
stoiy places, and unly a îourth part into good ground. Be it so. If one
[Ible in four takes effect producing thirty, sixty, or a hundred fold, the
liaiest will be weighty, and the church on earth and the church in
hieî en nay shout, l A RVEST HOME

If tlie views i hieh have been presented, as to the condilion of the
M urb, and tle adaptanuii of the bible tu that condition, be correct, then
hov. mmnense is te respoisIbîiity of ti translator of the bible. Looking
àt tle mniacr i is vaious bearings, temporal and eternal, I can conceive
ut no o.htr rtspnuihihlty of equal magnitude. We are told that the
[Hol Spirit rusîdes in the Vord, as a saung influence. If this be in-any

wuîje truc, then hus tlie traudtior of the \1 ord a most delhcate service to
perform, to transfuse thidt sýa'na influence from one language into
anoler. But, apart from this theory, it is very certain that he deals
sdti w oîds uibich the Iloly Spirit lias taught, of which the Holy
Spot 's the uigilant guaidian, and which the Hloly Spiritemploys ashis
ciousn instrumeintality. As the germ of the future plant lies compacted
n the vegetable seed, and requires to be carefully handled, that it may
ruccive no detritent, su um the word, there is a vital principle which
nust, for the woîld s sake, be preserved undamaged Who can measure

the consequences of an unfaithfil translation of a single sentence.
The priiary qualification, therefore, of a translator, isan upright and

icider cousci-ice, that shall make him honest before God. And having
round sueh a one, vio is, in other respects qualified for the work, we
shuuld lease iiim alone wahi God, to exccute his task free from ail human
dictation.

Hlow the learned fiftv-four, w ho made our Enghsh version, could have
llbmitted to the imitations and restrictions that were imposed upon
thein, I understand not. HIad their royal master, in 1604, given tItem
such directions as our Doard of Missions, in 1833, gave to their mis-
sirary triislators, there is reason to behieve that the version would have
been faithfiîl in evcry particular, and that a vast amount of trouble would
haie been saved to the church of Christ. How noble would it have been-
how worthy of Lis position, had his " most gracious majesty" only said,
" Gentlemien, I commit to you a service that involves the highest respon.
sibilties. ' R member the sacredness of your trust, and execute it as in
full view of the preciousness of the Word, the value of the souls that are
to be afflcted by it, and lite scrutinies of the final judgment. The glory
u lChrist, and tie spiritual velfare of unborn millions are intimately con-
nected % ah y our fidehity. Submit to no dictation from prince or prelate.
Traslate the word of God for permanent use in the English longue.
Tale time. Spare no expense. Do your duty. I leave youfree." *

If any tling now remains to complete the nervice which I have un-
dertaken, it is to insist, in the jname of God, that his word be duly honored
by oursel'es, not merelv by opening our hearts to its influence, but
J!ýo by exalting it to its truc position as the standard of moral truth and
he rule of moral duty, and by paying t lit. on aIl occasions, that defer-

ce to wliLli it is entiled. Creeds and confessiors, and summaries of
r 1ith ofte n steal silently into the place which belongs to the word of God.;

d when we say, " the bible-the bible only is-our-roligion"-we may


