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AN OPEN LETTER TO-THE BOYR
AND GIRLS OF THEI PUBLIC .
SCHOOLS OF CANADA AND
NEWFOUNDLAND. -
‘ NoVEMBER 20TH, 1880,
DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS, ) o
We have been told that you enjoyed the DoM-
INION PR1zE COMPETITION, cnrricd out by the
Montreal TFitncss newspaper, very much, and
that you are anxious for another ono this year.
Tho Witness was well satisfled with tho results
also, and its Publishers havoe decided toaccede to
this very general demand, and therefore ask you
to read very carefully what follows:— R
: THE PRIZES,
We offer a series of seven setsof prizes i—
I—A Scroor Prize to the writer of the best
true story of an cvent that took place wholly or
partly in the county in which thoschoolis, This
prize will be awarded by the teacher or any
examiner ho may appoint; or, if none can be
found, by the Editor,of the ¥itncss. Thisschool
prize will be o copy of the Northern Messenger
for a year. Last year G33 school prizes wert
awarded ; this year we hope to award 5,000 af
the very least, ' ’ .
II,—A Couxty Prize to the writer of the best
truo story of an cvent that has happened wholly
or partly in the county in which the schoo:
attended by the writer is, If the Scheol Prisc
Winner sccures a County Prize, the Editor of the
Witness will select another story from that
school, whose author will obtain the School
Prize. The County Prize will bea copy of Light-
halls ““Songs of the Great Dominion,” the new-
csti and best collection of Canadian poctry yet
published, sold at $1.25. '
III.—A. ProviyceE Prizr for tho best story
selected from amongst the Countly Prize Storie:
in each Province, The winner of the Provinct
Prizoe will not also obtnin the County Prizc fof
his county, but that will be given for the secona
best story in the county, which will also bc
-awarded by the Provinco Judge.  The Provinet
Prizo will bo a copy of cither Webster'sor Wor-
cester's Dictionary, as may hercafter be selected.
For tho purpose'of this compelition Ontario wili
be divided into two portions, the enst and tlc
west, and a Judge will bo selected for, and &
Provineo Prize given to, cach, Newfoundland
will rank as g Province.
IV.—TnE CaNapa Prize.—This will be for the
best Stor;l"sclcctcd from amongst the Provinet

Prizos, The second best story from the Provinec
sceuring this prize will obtain the_ Provinec

Prize. Last ycar the Dominion Prize Judge was
the Right on, tho Marquisof Lorne, - 7 .
We have written to Lord Lorne, whoexpressce.
sodoop an interest in_the last competition, ask:
ing him_to be the Judge for thisvong, 3The
Canada Prize will be o Icll Plano, prices 00.:
V.—A “RecoeNrrion” Bapge.~This Year, as
last, overy compotitor will réeeive axidtecogni-
iof” Badge or Book Mark, which XPIress

the fnct that thorceipient was a competitor. -

VI.--FirTY PRIZES FOR SciooLs of a framed
portrait of Her Maiesty the Queen, to be hung
up in tho winning schools, This will be for the
school which showstho bestgeneral results, neat-
ness, good handwriting, number of storics, and
all similar points being considered, These fifty
prizes will be divided amongst tho Provinces in
proportion to the number of storics sent in from
each, and will Do awarded Ly tho Province
Judgoes,

VIL—A copy of the Daily or Weekly Witness
will be sent for a year 1o the winncr of the
Canada, Provinceand County Prizes, 'Thispaper
will contain many of the steries and much to in-
terest compotitors during the g'cm’. If. & copy
already goes to tho resideneo o the wimer, the
subscription term will bo extended for & year,

RECAPITULATION,
1 Canada Prize—A BELL PIANO, price
H560,

9 Province Prizes, worth $12 each.
2006 Cmamty g’rlzcs {cach city to be classed as n

county. .

A Sthool Prize to each Competing School.

A Recognition Badge to every Competidor.

50 Prizes to Schools with Dest gencral sliowe
ing as to number and character of
Ssorics. . i

The total Yalue of these Prizes I8 about
§3,000.

THE CONDITIONS,

The stories must ail be in the handwriting of
the scholar ; they must be true, or well-authenti-
ented tradition ; they must have happened wholly
or partially in the county in which tho narrator
resides, oxcept in cases where he yesides in ono
county and attends school in another, when he
shall havae tho privilego of choosing cither as tho
scone of his story ; nostory should bolonger than
2,000 words—the shorter the better ; each story.
shall be certified by the teacher of the school a8
to tho best of his belief, true or well-nuthenti-
cated tradition, and that ifijs in the handwriting
of tho sender; the teacher shall also state, as far
as he can in general terms, tho assistanco ob-
tained by tho writer; tho writersmay obtain the
foundation for their stories from friends or from
baoks, but must notbe mere copyists, and in case
of obtrining_ holp from books, must give their

authority, with edition, volumeand page.
- THE DATE.

The stories must all be mailed on or before Feb-
r?lull;g %gth. 18‘910.dnpdttiho Izrlzlg:s. di_f tpci)gsié)lro? lfm
al rwvarded in timoto bo distribu N
licly before the midsummer holidays. ol pub

. THE JUDGES.

%ust year thor .“Iudﬁcs }‘,‘écli‘f e tho M. : .
oMINION.—~Tho Right Hon," the Mas i
Lorno, PO G.OM.GER T, - o0 Marquis of

NEWFOUNDLAND, MANITOBA AND N, W. .. AND
B;ISTXSII CoruMBIA.—S, E. Dawson, Ksq,, Mont.
I " -

BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ STORIES.

Nova ScoriA.—Dr. J. Hall, Provincial Normal
School, Truro, R

NEW BRUNSWICK.—A. A. Stockton, Isq.,
D.C.L., LL.D., St. John.

PRriNCE EDWARD ISLAND,—Mr, Justice Alley,
Judge of the County Court of Queen’s County,
Charlottetown.

QuEsec.—Dr, J. M. Harper, Inspector of Su-
perior Schools, Queboee. .

ONTARIO.~—Wm. Houston, Esq., M.A,, Parlia-
mentary Librarian, p

TWe are writing to ask these gentlemen to act

+| as Judges again, with this difference, that their

constituences be changed, with the oxception of
Mr. Dawson, who resides a thousand miles or
miore from the neavrest of tho provinees under, his
charge, and who requires to be close at hand to
make up for the timein renching the distant pro-
vinces to tho eastand west. Wao propose to re-
quest Mr, Houston_to judge for New Brunswick,
and Dr. Hall for Western Ontario; tho Judge
sclected to represent Nova Scotinis . )
whilo Dr. Stockton will be requested to judge for
Fastern Ontario; Dr. Harper to take Priuce
Edward Island, and Judge Alley, Quebec,
Thorecason for thiscontemplated changeis not
that there have been any complaints against the
judgments last year, the whole number received
being two, butthat there will be grenter fresh-
ness to tho Judges, who may bo able also to give
some valuable hints from comparison with those
of the previgus year, and from looking on them
from the pointof view of oncin.a far away pro-

vinee,
GENERAL REMARKS,

Tho stories arc to be written on onosido of the
paper only, the paner used to_be a quarter shoek
of foolseap, that is, six and o half inches deep by
oight inches and a quarter broad. Tho sheets
should be numbered and placed in order, and a
back-sheet added, which will bosent from this’
offica on rccoigb.ot two onc-cent stamps. This
sheet, will contain ten short dircetions for pre-
paring manuscript for tho press, ablank teacher's
certificato, and & form for endorsation. For the
two one-cent stamps & sufficient number will be
sent to supply any school, The story must then
be folded over so0 as to be cight and & guarler

inches long by throe and & quarter broad, and

enclosed in the backing-sheet, which must be ¢n-
dorsed with thonamoof the story, nameof the
writer, the school, county, P. O. address, and age
of the writer, namo of teacher and teacher'sad-
dress. ‘Tho blank teacher's certificate should bo
filled out and be signed by the teacher.
namo and P.0. nddress of tho writer should bo
signed at the bottom of each story. -

The whole of the-stories received during tho
last competition have been applicd for, and will

The,

THE CANADA PRIZE.

find & _resting-placo in the archives of the His-
tarieal Society of Toronto University ; and those
?'ou aro asked to contribute will find an equally
onorable position, nob one of them being lost.
The size prescribed and the margins left will en-
able them to boe neatly boungd and preserved for
{;cm-s, asa memento of what the Canadian school
boys and girls did_in 1889 and 180. It will bean
interesting thing for our young readers in after
years to Jook up their storics. |
And now we ask our young friends to enter
with_enthusiasm into this competition. They
will find that their parents.and friends will give
them all the assistance they can to obtainrecords
of eventsivhich have been nearly forgotten. The

Witness now cach week contains several storics |

which were sent in during the last competition,
which may suggest to them incidents that may
not have been proviously looked upon as of suf-
fleient interest to publish,

‘Wo respectfully request you and tho teachers
of cvery school to do your utmost to make a rec-
ord in this competition, Somo of the most in-
teresting stories, although not the most correct
in_style, have been written by very young
scholars, We want them all, no matter how
youthful they may appear, o .

Circulars containing full information esenton
application to .

. JOHN DOUGALL & SON,

Publishers of the- TWitness and Messenger,

MONTREAL, QUE
(Canada Competition.) . Qur.

GRATEFUL—COMFORTING.

EPPS'S - GOGOA.

BREAKFAST.

** By n thorough knowledge of the nntural laws which
govern the operations of digestion and putrition, and by a
careful spplication of the tine properties of well-selected
Cocon, Mr, Epps hae provided our brenkinst tables with a
delicately fiavored beverage which may save us many heavy
doctors’ bills, It is by the judicions use of such artioles of
diet chat & constitution may be dually built up until
strong enough to resist overy tendency to disense. Hune
dreds of subtle msladies, are flonting around us ready to
attack wherever there i8 & weak point.. We may cacape
many a fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well fortitied with
Bgre& loo;tl snd o properly nourished frame,”* Cfvil Ser.

e Gazette.

Made simply with hoiling_water or milk, - 8old onlyin
packets by grocen\. Inbelled thus : ]
JAMES EPY'S & €O,, Homecopathic Chenilsts,

London, England.

TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE UNITED

: : STATES,

Our subscribers throughout the United
States where Intérnational money orders.
cannot bo procured can remit by money
order payable at Rouses Point Post Offico,
N. Y. State, or secure an American Ex--
press Co., order, payable at Montreal,

THE WITNESS.

A DaiLy PareEr mailed to any address in

,Canada and the United States for §3.00a year,

thatcontaing thelatest nowsand mostinteresting
reading, valuable market reportsand everything
that any person who wants to be kept fully in-
formed. of the events happening all over the
world, cares to know.

A WeexLY PAPER mailed to any address for-
$1.00 & year, with the world'’s newvs summarized
much interesting reading for the home circle
valuable hints worth many dollars o, year to the
thoughtful, Question and Answer columns by
eminent-specialists which aro much thoughit ot
by subscribers, and a circulation of 34,000 copies,
showing its great popularity. .

#CHRIST BEFORE PILATE."

A perfeet copy of a picture which was sold by
the artist for $120,000 cash, a single copy being
sent to any subscriber to the Daily or Weekly
Witness ‘or Messenger for 25 cents in addition
to the subscription prices. ’ :

Send for sample copics of the papers and sub-
scribe for them,’ c }

Jory DoueALL & Sox,
- Publisherd
h «Montreai, Que,

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and pub-
published cvm?' fortnight at Nos. 321 und 323 St. James
st,, Dontreal, by John Redpath Dougall, of Montreal. .

All business communications should be nddressed * John
Dongall & S0v,” nud all létters to the Editorshould be
addressed * Editor of the ' Northern Messengor,’ "




