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NORTHERN MESSENGER.

" SCHOLARS NOTES.

(From Wz-slmim- Quculiou‘b‘ooh)

LESSON 11L
July 15, 1853} [Josh, 5:10-15; 6:1-5.
THE PLAINS OFF JERICHO,
ComMMmIT TO MEMORY VS, 13-15,

10. And the children of Israel encamped,in
Gigal, and kept the passover on the fourteenth
d:ly of the mouth at evenin the plains of Jeri-
cho, . D

11, Aud they did eat of the old corn of the land
on the morrow after the passover, unlenvened
cakes, und parched corn in the self-same day,

12, And the manna ceased on the morrow after
they had caten of the old corn of the land;
neither had the children of Isracl manna any
nmore; but they did eat/of the fruit of the land of

Junaan that year,

13. And itcame to pass, when Joshua was by
Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked,
and, behold, there stood & manover agajnst him
with his sword drawn in his band ; and Josbua
went unto him, and said unto him, Art thoun for
us, or for our adversaries ?

14. And he snld, Nay; butascaptain of the
host of Lhe Lorb am I now come. Aund Joshuan
fell on his face to the earth, and did worship,and
said unto him, What saith my lord unto his ser-

e ?
. 16, Aud the captain of the LORD'S host said
unto Joshua, Loouse thy shoe from oft thy foot;
fur the pluce whereon thou standestis holy. And
Joshun did so, - -

1. Now Jericho was straitly shut up beeanse
of the ¢hildren of Isracl: nothe went out, and
voue came .

2. And the LorDp said unto Joshua, See, I have
given into thine hand Jericho, and the king
thercof, and the mighty men of valor,

8. And ye shall compass the ¢ity, all ye men
of war, and go round about the ity once. Thus
sl thou do six days

4. And seven priecsts shall bear before the
ark seven trampets of rams’ horns: and the
seventh day ye shall compass the city seven
times, aud the priests shall blow. with the trum-
pets, .

5 And itshallcome {o pass, that when they
make a long blust with the rams' born, and
whien ye hear the sound of the trunmpet, all the
people shalk shiout with . great shout ; and the
wiall ot the city shall fall down flat, and the
puopllul shall ascend up every man straight be-
tore him,

GOLDEN TEXT.—“ By fuith the walls of
Jaricho fell down, afier they were compassed
about sevendays—11n, $1:50. -

TQPIC.~Viectory by Faith.

LESSON PraN—L IN *HE Promisiknp Iaxn,
v Bl 20 THE CAPTAIN 01 TUH B LoRD's HosT,
v, 13-15, 8, THE CAIMPAIN'S ORDERS, ch, 6:1-5.

Pime.~—B.C. 1451.  Place.—Gllgal, iu the plains
| of Jericho
INTRODUCTORY.

When the people hiwd pass®i over (i viver,
the priegts brought up thean i froni its channel,
Pwelve men preceded it, Bearing from the river-
bed Lwelve stones, which svere placed upon the
batk s o memorial of tho miracle, Joshua
also placed a similar memortal in the bed ot the
river., The waters returoed L0 their aecustomed
channel, The people made thejr sk cireantp
meat b o place afterward called Gilgal, near
the Jordan, on the eastern £xtremity of the

lain of Jericho. Circumelston and the pass-

ver were bhe twosisns ahd seals ofGal's ¢oven.

nu with the Iseactites.  Both had been negtoct~
cd during the sajourn in the wilderness, and both
were ugw renewed, The thae for whe perform-
auce of these dutics and the satety ol thie people
while attending to them were secured by the
miracle wrought at the Jordan.

LIESSON NOTES.

V.10, KEp THE PASSOVER—fOr the (hird
time after its institution; the fivst in Iigypt on
the night ot thelr departure (l8x, 12: 2128), and
the seeond ad Sinal the following year, Nun.
0:1,% THE FOURTEENTII DAY OF ‘II115 MONTH
—the month Nisun; the time fixed by the law.
(See Bx. 12:18; Num. 28: 16.)  This was four days
after erossing the Jordan. S0 tho last thing done
by the generation that was sctting out for Ca-
naan from LBgypt was also the thest thing done
Ly the generation cutering Canaan. V. 11, OLD
conN—grain found in the deserted storchonses
of Lthe inhabitants,who had tled awany., Parcunrn
CoRN—New grain takten from the field, V., 12,
T MANNA CEASED—after having been sent to
them regularly for almost forty years, Kx. 16:
35, CGol'wil not supply by mirncles what may
be had without them. W, 18 WieN Josnua
WAS BY JBRICIIO—0bserving, it may be, the best
poiut of attack. A maAN—oOue in the form of a
man, WITH HIS SWoRD DRAWN—the symbol
of Lhe warrior ready for his work of conqguest.
V. Ll AS CAPTAIN OF T HOST o1 T LOoRD
—as prince ot the angels. He was none other
than the Son of God, the eternal Waord, appenr-
Ing in that form which he wasafterward Lo ‘ike
for our rddemption, V. 15, LOOSE THY S110kS
—the sanie command that was given 10 hoses it
the burning bush. Lx. 8:6, 6. JOSHUA MDD SO—
knowing thnt he stood in the presence or Jeho-
vah, The account of this visit is continued in
the first 1ive verses of chapter 6, V. 2. Ti1i Loib
—the samo as the captain of tho host of the
Lord (ch. 5:15), Jehovalh Jesus, the Lord of
angels, Heb 1:3. Hoe camo asa man of war to
assure Joshua that he, tho Lord, was fighting
with Isracl against Cananh, SAID UNTOJOSHUA
-8 soon as hie had loosed  his shoes from ofl by
feet, as commanded in ¢, §:18. I IHAVE GIVEN
—as though it were already in Joshun's posses-
sion, Vs, 3.5, Hore the captainof the bost ofthe
Lord gives Joshua his specind orders.  Iror six
days ho was to mareh round tho city once each
duy with the sound of trampots, but without a
volee, in the following order: 1. An advance
guard of armed men; 3, Heven priests bearing
seven trumpets; 3, A com{mny of priests with
the ark, the symbol of Jehovah’s presence; 4.
The remaining warriors as a rear-guard. On the
seventh day they were to march seven times
round the city, and then a long blast from the
trumpets was to be uccompxuﬁe(l by a shout
. from the whole army, when the walls should
fall and the army march into the city, every

man in a straight ino from his starling-place.
Joshua strictly obeyed these marching-orders;
and on the soventh day the eity was destroyed
and all the inhabitauts slain excepting Rahab
and her relatives. .
TEACIINGS ¢ :

1. God expects us to work for our living.

2. Qur first and constant prayer should be,
\\{lmt suith the Lord ?- o

8. Christ was Leader and Captain in Old-Tes-
tament times as well us now.

4, God can bring about great resulls by appar-
ently feeble causes.

6. Faith alone will strengthen us to overcome
our spiritual enemices.

LESSON IV,
J uly 22, 1883.] a [Josh 7: 10-26-
ISRAEL DEFEATED AT AL
s COMBMIT 10 MEMORY V&, 10-12.

10. And the Lonrp said unto Joshua, Get thee
up; wherclore lest thou thus upon thy fiuce?

11. Israel hath sinned, and they have also
transgressed my covenant which 1 commanded
them: for they have even taken of the accursed
thing, and have alsostolen, and dissembled also,
atu#r thoy have put it even among their own
stuff.

12, Therefore the children of Isrrel could no
stand before their cnemies, but turned their
backs before their encinies, beeanse they wero
accursed : neither will 1 be with you any more,
exceptye destroy theaccursed from among you,

13. Up, sanetify the pcople, and say, Sanctify
yourselves against to~morrow: for ihus saith
the Lorb God of Israel, There is an accursed
thing in the midst of thee, O Israel: thou eanst
not stand before thine enemies, until ye take
away the aceursed thing from among you.

14, In the moruing thercfore ye shall be
brought according to your tribes: andit shall be,
that the tribe whach the LoRD taketh shalicome
according to the fiuniifes thereof; aud the fami-
ty which the LorDd shall take shall come by
houscholds ; and the houschold which the Lorb
shall take shall come man by man,

15. And it shall be, that he that is taken with
the aceursed thing shall be burnt wilh fire, he
and ail that he hath: because he hath trans-
sressed the covenant of the Lorp, and becaise
e hath wrought folly in Israel,

16. So Joshua rose up early in the morning,
and brought Israel by theie tribes: and the trive
ot Judah'was thken,

17. And be brought the family of Judah; and
he took tue family of the Zarhites: and he
brought the family of thie Zurhites mun by man;
and Zabdi was tuken;

18, And he brought Lis household man Ly
man : and Achan, the son of Garmi, the son of
Zubdi, the son of Zervah, ol the tribe of Judah,
wis taken,

19, And Joshna said unto Achan, My son»
wive, 1 pray thee, glory to the LORD*God of
Tsrael, and make conlession unto him s and tell
me 1ow what thow hast dene s hide it ot trom
me. d :

20, And Achan answercd Joshun, and said, In-
deed 1 have sinned -against Wio Lorp God o
“sraed, and thus and thius haveLdonesws i, .

9], When [ osuw auuong g -spoilst
Babylonish garment, and twobundred shekels
of silver, and . wedge of gold of fifty shekels
welght, then- 1 coveled them, and took thewy;
and, behold, Lhey are hid in the earth in the
midst of my (enl, and the silver under it,

o, S0 Joshua sent messengers, and they ran
unto the tent; and, behold, it was hid in his
tent, and the silver under it.

23. And they took themn out of the midst of Lthe
tent, and brougbt them unto Joshua, and unto
adl the ebildren of Israel, and laid them out bé-
fore the Lorp, :

21, And Joshua, and all Israel withh him, look
Achan the soun of Zerah, and the silver, and the
gurments, and the wedge of gold, and his gons,
e his dsughiers, aind his oxen, and his itssus,
and his sheep, and his tent, and all that be had ;
and they brought them unto the valley of
Achor, * :

95, And Joshuasaid, Why hast thon troubled
us? the Lorp shall trouble thiee this doy,  And
all lsrnel stoned him with slones, and burned
them with fire, aftor they had stoned them withs
stones.

26, And they raised over him a great heap of
stones unto this day. So the Lord turned from
the fierceness of hisanger, Wherefore the name
of that place was called, The valley of Achor,
unto this day.

GOLDEN TEXT.—* Be stre your sin will find
you oul.’—NuM. 32:23,

TOPIC.—The Certain Consequence of Sin.

LetsaNn PuaN—1L Tue CAvse or Dermar
ve. 10-15. 2, Pie SINNER SouGr Our, vs, 16-
gle 8 T Curst REMOVED, vs. 22-26.

Time.—n.0, Ml Place.—Gilgal.

INTRODUCTORY.

Afler the fall of Jevicho, Joshua atiacked A,
a city o tittle to the nortli-cast. and not i from
Bethel, and was badly defealed,  The people
were greatly enst down. The Lord showed
Joshua the eause of the ealamity, Israel had
sinned md broken his covenant by taking of
the spoils of Jericho, which were solemnly set
apart to the treasury of the Lord; and God way
showing his displensuve at this disobedience,
Steps were taken to find out the oflender. By
divine direction the lot was appealed to and the
oflender sought out. K

LISSSON NOTES,

V. 11, ISRAEL IIATIL SINNED—the people are
held responsible until they disavow the sin and
punish the oflender. TRANSGRESSED MY COV-~
ENANT—disobeyed my command in regard to
the devotion of the spoils, ch. 6:1). STOLEN—
taken for their own use what God had reserved
for himsell, V., I}, SANCTIFY YOURSELVES—LY
legnd washings and by humbling yourselves be-
fore God. TIERE IS AN ACCURSED TIHING—the
sin of snerilege has been committed among you
V. I, TUE TRIBE WIICH THE LORD TAKETII
=which shall be declared guilty by the lot. (On
theuse of the lot, see 1 Sam. 10 20, 21; 14:41, 42,
Acts1:24,28,) V. 15. TAKEN WITH THE AC-
CURSED THING—pointed out by the lot as guilty.
HE AND ALL THAT IE HATI—his sons, daugh-

ters, cattle and goods, as tainted with his guilt,

WrROUGHT FoLLY--tone a foolish and sinful
deed that has brought shame upon the nation.
V. 16, JOSIIUA ROSE UP EARLY-~promptly obey-
ed the divine command. With unerring cer-
tainty the ot when cast revealed the tribe, the
famlly and the man. Achan was pointed out
by the finger ol God as -the one who had taken
the accursed thing, and thus made himself o
curse. V. 19, GIVE GLORY TO TIIE Lokrp—ieil
the truth and confess your sin. V. 20, 1 HAVE
SIINED~L ftill confession, from which we may
hope that be tound mercy - for his soul, though
the punishment was inflicted upon his body.
V. 2I, BABYLONISHI GARMENT—Iliterally, *“a
costly robe ot Shinar,”” the plain in which

or SinveEr—ecquivalent to-one hundred and
twenty dollars,. WEDGE oF GOLD OF FINLY
SHEKEFLS WEIGIIT-in value about four undred
and eighty dollars., SAW ..COVETED....TOOK
. ... HID—showing the progress of sin. It enters
by the eye, sluks 11to the heart, moves the hand
and leads to crime, (Corapare Eve's tempta-
tions (Gen. 3: 6) and the description of alltemp-
tation in James1:14,) V. 22, SENT MESSENGERS
—wiio found the stolen articles wheres Achan
had hid them. Vs, 24, 25, Thus God vindicated
his law. There was but one course of dealing
with one who had thus attempted Lo cheat God,
humbled Israel and brought disgrace upon its
arms. Both ho and all that belonged to him
wero treated just as Jericho had been treated
under the decree that devoted it Lo destruction,
The living creatures were stoned, and when
tliey were dead their bodies were burned, .

TEACHINGS: :
1. All sin has its beginning in the heart,

commlits it.

3. We cannot, prosper unless God 18 with us,

4. We cannot hide our sins from God.

5. Sin is certain, sooner or later, to be exposed
and punished,

LESSON V. ~
July 29, 18583.1 {Josh. 8: 80-35,
THIE READING OF THE LAW,
coMau'r To MEMORY VS, 33-3D.

30, Then Joshua built analtar unto the Lord
God of srael in Mount Ebal,

31. As Moses the cervast of the Lord comn-
manded the children of Israel, as it is written
in 1he book of the law of Mouses, an altar of
whole stones, over which no man hath lift up
any iron ; and they offered thereon burnt ofler-
{ngs unto the Lord, and sacriflced peace ofler-
ngs.

32, And he wrole there upon thestones n copy
ot thie law of Moses, which he wrote in the pre-
sceuce of the children of Igrael .

33, And all Israel, and their clders, and ofli-
cers, and thelr judges, stood on Lhis side the ark
and on that side before the priests the Loviles,
which bare the arlc of the covenant of the Lord,
ay well as the stranger, as he that was bory
among them : hndfof them over against mount
Gerizim, and half of them over against mount
hal; as Moses the servant of the Lowd hid
communded before, that they should bless the
people of 1srael,

8
lay

r, the blessings and enrsings, aceording to ull

St s wettboncin tiee bovk of tho law,
i:'ﬂf"l?/)' Ut ts o wettlonein tiee bock of o law

35. There was nol a word oL atl thiat Moses
comwsmanded, whieh Joshua read vol betore all
the congregntion of Israel, with i women,and
the tittle ones, and the strangers that were con-
yersant among them,

GOLDEN TEXT.—"1 have set before you life
and death, blessipg and carsing.”’—Deut. 30: 14,

TOPIC.—The Renewal of the Covenant,

LESSON PLAN.—~L Tug anran Buiwr,
L2 Pup LAW WRITTEN, V. .82, 3
BLESSING AND THE UURSING, V8 3305,
Time.~n.C 146L  Dlace.~Mounts Iihal and
Gerizi, near Shecbem.

INTRODUCTORY.

After the punishment of Achan the Lord com-
manded Jushua to renew the attack upon
Af, and the cily was taken and destroyed.
Joshua then took advantage of the terror whiich
the successof bis urns had veeastoned to carry
out the command of Moses (Deut. 27) to ratity
the law at £bal and Gerizim with soleinn cere-
monies. Sonesuppose Lhab our lesson-puassage
is out of its proper place avd should be put i
the end of c¢h. U, and that the event that ib re-
cords acenrred afler the couquest and just be-
fore the division of the land. Others think thal
the passagelsin its proper place, Thedirections
of Moses (Deut. 27:2.3) imply that the obser-
vance should be as early as possivle and before
the conquest was completed,  Joshua in this
instance, as always, acted on the principle that
religious duties should be first attended to, awnd
ab all hnzards, | :

LESSON NOTISS.

V. 30. MoUNT BuAL—this wasin obedicnee to
the »command given, Deut, 27:2:8.  Isbal and
Gerizini are mouutaing facing each other and
cenelosing a valloy. which runs enst and west.
1n this valley was the clity of Shechem, now
Nablous, aboul twenty miles distant from Gil-
gal. V. 3L Wnonk sroNes—unhewn stones,
50 the law required in general (Iix. 20:25), and
it has been specially commanded in this case.
Deut. 27: 5, 6. Phis was (1) Lo prevenl Lhe
carving of 1Images on stone; (2) Lo distinguish
the altar of Jéhovah from heathen altars,
which were commonly made ol cut stone, V.
32, WROTE ON TIE STONES—NOt the stotes of
the altar, but the plastered stones (that is,
stones cemented with mortar) placed by its
side. Deut. 27; 24, 8. V. 33 STroon oN TUIS
SIDE TILE ARK AND ON THAT SIDE—one balf
of 1srael wasranged on Gerizim and the other
half on Ebal, along the sides and the base of
each: on Mount libal (the mountain on the
north of the valley), the tribes of Bi.ncown, Levi,
Judah, Issachar, Joseph, Bnjamin; on i\lomll.
Gerizim, Reuben, Gad, As. or, Zeonlon, Dan,
Naphtall, BEFORE THE PRIESTS AND LEVITES
—in tull view of them as they, with the ark
stood In the narrow valley between the two
mountaing, BLESS THE PEOPLE—and  curse
also, though this is not expressly mentioned.
(See Deut.27:18.) The priests in the valley
read the blessings and the eursings of the law ;
to the former the six tribes on Gerlzim respond-
ed with aloud Amen, and to the latter those on
Kbal made a similar response. The valley was
50 narrow that all could hear distinetly, as

V8, 30r
T

Babylon was situated, TwoO IIUNDRED SUEKELS,

2. 8in injures olhers as well as the-oue who:

4, And afierward heread all the words of the |

modern travellers hayve proved by experiment.
V. 34, HE rEAD—cither Joshuy himself, or the
priests or Levites at his dircetion. V, 35 ALn
TILE CONGREGATION—the heads of households,
the women, tho children, and the strangers who
were with them. All this was done as w re-
newal of the covenani with Jenovah, made at
Mount Sinali, '
TEACIIINGS : . .

1. 'We should promptly.obey the commands of
God, even at great inconvenience.

2. God’slaw has penalties as well as blessings,

3. He wouud Liave his law clearly proclulimed,
that ali may nnderstand and obey it.

4. Children and ail the household should study
and know the word of God.

5. Bverybody must choose between life aud
deathh (Giolden Text.)

[

Tae Mosr Iavorant Hindus are under
the control of supersiition connceted with
the hereditary mishelief, and here is the
power of paganism, here is the horror of a
alse faith,” What is this man doiug! He
lies down in the dust and mecasures his
length ; vises to his feet and then
measures lis length again,, He is pass-
ing over bhundreds of miles in this way.
Why is he going through these austerities?
In order to shorten the eight million four
hundred thousand re-bisths, to cut oft some
portion of the long line of transmigrations
through which men must go. The theory
of the average Hindu is that he must be re-
born, and that, if he has pre-eminent merit
in this life, he will be born on a higher
scale, Bvery man must go through mil-
lionsof transmigrations, and eminent merit
liere will lessen the number of these and so
bring Heaven nearcr. Austerities of the
most horrible kind you see practised at
Benares, and you ask why men endure
them ; and the answer is: “ Ty shorten the
cighty-four.” The two wheels on which
the chariot of Hinduism in the ignorant
populations moves are positive belief ins
transmigration and in caste. . Whoever can
break these wheels may smite Hinduism
into fragments.—Joseph Cooli,
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